
MEDTCAL TREATMENT OF GO[TRE

patients soon feel very inucli more confortable as a- resuit of
such reniedies.

5. Any special symptoins, sucli as threatenîed leart-failure.
urgent diarrhea, etc., must be met with appropriate reiedies.

Under suchli hygienie andi medicinal treatmient nost patients
will slowly iluprove, and soie vill completely recover. But
the majority vill retain some traces of lie disease. such as
cardiac irritabili ty. general niervous instabili ty, an(d s(omSie
exophthalmos.

The disease is a prolonged one, and the patient requires
mucli patience and all the encouragement that the attenda.t
can give; flie latter sloild resort to mental thera.peuties as
mnuch as possible.

TLastly. a few cases will get worse, and in a few- of them
surgical aid seemis to be indicated ; but this must iot be lightly
undertaken, as the immediate danger is considerable. and tle
resuits are by no means satisfactory. Koclier
lias reported mianîy cases now, in whicl operation lias prodiced
very brilliant results: but. Elhrlichi is mieh. less enthusiasti,
and mentions eight cases in which partial extirl:tion of the
thy'roid had beei done. Several of themN were not relieved, or
saffered a- recnrence of the Id symptoms after a temporary
relief. Ord and Mackenzie (Clifford Allbiutt's "Sstem of
Medicine," Vol. 4, p. 502), reviewing tlie cases operated upon
up to a few years ago, conclude thaît " If Ve compare the
results of operation with those of olier metiods of treat.mnt.
we find no strikiing difference, except in the death-rate of 1.2
per cent.. due to tlie operation.

The several cases iii w'hic. I have seen tlie ost mîarked
benefit from operation have been ones in whielh a. tunor has
been present in the thyroid--.., a fibroid-and Graves'
disease lias resuilted. Tere the tunior seemîs to have acted as an
irritant, cauîsing an overactivity of the gland. iiuch as a
foreign body in tlie eye vill produce au excessive secretion of
tears, and the removal of this source of irritation by operation
has been followed by 'ommplete relief of fli syptoms.

-360


