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complexion, nervous temperament, aged 45 years.
She has been twice married, and has been the mother
-of eight children, four of whom are now living. Her
health has always been very good, but she complains
of alwdys having felt tired and exhausted from hard
work, aggravated during her first husband’s illness by
want of rest. - For many years previous to the fail-
are of her sight, ske complains of having suffered
from severe painsin the head, referable to the vertex
and frontal regions, with an occasional darting pain
passing through to the occiput. These pains she
callsneuralgia. Shesays her head hag always felt too
hot. Her habits have always been regular and tem-
perate. She has never been addicted to-the use of
any narcotic, and there is not the least possible trace
-of syphilisin her history.

. In 1864, her eye first became affected ; it began
with redness, which was attributed to ¢ having
taken cold in her eye.” This redness increased,
until, in a few days, the whole eye was covered with
an ecchﬁmosis, having the appearance of a blood
clot; there was no pain or uneasiness felt in the eye
ab t]ns time, nothing more than a slight intolerance
of light. A market woman now -advised her to put
a lotlon of alum into the eye, to remove the redness,
which it did, but was followed in a few days by what
she describes as 2 most excruciating pain, of an ach-
ing character,” which lasted many weeks. Her
sight in that eye now began to grow gradually
worse, and in a few weeks, to use her own expression,
it was “stone blind.” . There was now frequent
flashes of bright light; and upon clnsmfr the eye,
the appearance of numerous stars, with. other pho-
topsies of a like character. Never more than one
figure of a candle was visible at one time, and there
was no circle or halo surrounding it, as is the case in
Glancoma. There was eonsiderable neura]glc pain in
the left half of the head, in the eye brow, temple, and
- .ball of the eye espemaily ; which- latter I suppose to
have been ciliarly neuralgia. It continued in about
the same conditicn for several months, when she was
induced to apply to Dr. Thayer,; who continued to,
treat her for several months mthout success. Dur-
ing. thr time two floating dark masses appenred in
the ¢ye, resembling black spiders, which, after'a time,
‘were lost in the dense darkness which settled over
‘her eye. At this time the sight of the right’ eye was
perfect although she states that after the introduc-
tion of some kind of a lotion, by the person prevmus-

1y. mentioned, she felt her sight impaired, but not

to an extent suﬂiclent to mcommode her.” She states

‘that she next apphed to Dr. Hlnfrston for advice,

. hoping to secure the recovery of swht in her left eye ,

now totally dark. That gentlemzm koweyer, she |
tells me, informed her that he could not render her -
any assistance. Her sight in the right eye con- -
tinued very good, until the winter of 1868, when, on -
going to the window to arrange a curtain, the bright
reflection of the sun upon the snow dazzled her sight
so much that she turned away, and found to her
great surprise that she was uuable to ség at’all, ex- -
claiming at the 'same time to her daﬁghter,'who was
in the room, “Oh mercy, I am quite blind,” where- |
upon the daughter was obliged to lead her to a seat. |
She states that she now remained “ quite blind ”’ for
several weeks (having.been blind in the left eye -
before),” when- she ‘was persuaded to ' eonsult- Dr. -
Smallwood, who, she states, applied blisters to the
temples, behind: the ears, upon the back of the arms, .
and gave her tonmics. This so far succeeded in
restoring her sight in the right eye, that she
became able” to read, sew, or do any thing she de-
sired. Her sight now remained good for several
weeks, but she continued to experience a pain of ‘an-
aching character through the upper portion of the
eye-ball. To remove this Dr. Smallwood gave her
a lotion, which she put into the eye. The effeet of
this, however, was at once to impair. the vision, and
although she informed that gentleman of the circum-
stance, he encouraged her-to persist in its use, which
she did for a few days,.but finally gave it up,-as .she
felt she was rapidly losing the sight:of the eye.
Since then the eye has remained in. a.-condition of
almost total blindness up to the present autumn;: a
periodof over 3 years.” It may be.well to mention
here that presuming the lotion above .mentioned to
have'been one of atropine, and also the one previous-
ly mentioned, as ‘having been introduced into the
eye by Dr. Thayer, to have been the same, then an
explanation would be afforded for the circumstance of
impairment of vision succeeding their use, for Soel:
berg Wells. mentions that Von Graffe pointed - out
originally the fact that glaucomatous affections often
succeed its use; and Dr. Derby, of Boston, records
two cases of acute glaucoma following its instilla-
tion into the eye. He had also seen snmlar mstances,
which, he remarks, should warn us agalnst the use of
atropine unnecessanly andin this woman’s case.the usef]
of atropine is followed by almost total blindness for
about two hours.  Daring the last- .period of blind-
ness of the right eye, she states that she hag been in -
the habit of dl:.covemng frequent ﬂashes of light
‘passmg before - the eye, and when closed she would
frequently see a- luminous _cirele of great, bnghtness, ‘
interspersed with numerous brilliant: stars. . Some-
times she would see images of all kmds of strange .



