
THE CANADIAN ECONOMIST.

IVe are nul drawing an overcharged picture of lte difficulties
wlîich beset us. It is impiossible ta <ta su: tlîuy are apparent ta
evcry observer. The purotection in the British maikets for our pro-
duce, un whliclî we have hitiierto rclied, is sîiddcîîly withilratvn, andi
the intereste which il fostercd are luIt ta their own resources--our
finances are exhatisted, and a heavy debt iuicurrod, in thc con-
struction ut public works undertaken in te exîlectation of a cunti-
nuance of iliat îîroteetion-our Governinent, su far as tve have thec
means of judging thîem by their pubtic acts, are destitute of those
higîs qualities wlîiclî suds au important crisis demandls, nor is there
any master mind on whom tie altention of the ipiulic is riveteil as
cumpetent ta regulate the polîtical maciiinc-above ail, the pecople
themnsetves whose interests are thus jeoiparîlizeul, like persons jtist
arouseul front the lethargy of sleep, aie oiily partiaily alive ta the
flecessities oft Ileir situation.

Of lte trutît of tbis representatlon who can doubt ? And are not
these facts suîticieîîîly a )palling ? Yet ihis is by no means the cli-
Max cf aur dîfillties. Sueraded ta ait these evils, is fin iutuiisely
vicionîs system of commercial policy, whicli lias been nîîrtured lu
the hotbed aI Protection, and is now transptantedl mt flic naturat
soil of Free Trade, wiiere it can ouly enjuy ai best a sickly vitality.
That systern has îurodîiced those ciscrimiîîating and regulating dlies
which have aperated, andl contînued ta opierate, sa iujuriuutyi oit the~
trade ut thîe provaice, aud su unusty on lis inliabitants; an dsimili-
taneous with the grotvth ofthdat system, has beeu the sjîreaut cf the
British Navigation Laws, wvhich have becu productive uf sinilar
results.

Why ".) we point out these evils 7 Il is that the reniedy may be
applied. That remedy is tube foond in the entire removat fîom our
commercial code of aijl duties wvhich are intended lu favour une
class ut producers or c3nsumners, at the expense of othier classes, and
in the tler extinction cf every preference now accorded to the Bri-
tish shipowner or manufacturer over tliose of other nations. Thesu
points gained, we may hople tua< situck from the thuru, danger; thue
rose, safcty."-

But we revert te lte question wvith which we apeneil these obser-
vations, and ask, Hlow is public opinion tu be aroosed ? The Muost
efficaciaus means, it strikes us, are the public press, public associa-
tions, and public meetings. AIl these levers of agitation shuuld bu
simuttaîîeousiy brouglît mbt action, and ta the rcsuit ut their cunibi-
nation tve look with hope. In or hast number tve adverted ta the
subject of a G1ESERAL CONVEN.TION, from ail parts of the province, lu
take mbt consideration the prescrit critical position cf ur commerce :
and wu cutertain the opinion that sucb a measure could hardly fait
ta bue protductive of advantage. But we atvait the response tromn
cher sections cf te couintry betore going int details. We have
done our duty lu dircctîug public attention ta tbe sobject; il is for
the public now to do thicirs.

TAXATION.-TIIE PROVINCIAL TAIIIFF.

The putblic mid being now fsliy awakerned, tbrougi the effortsq
ut tiï journal andl osur coadjutors in the press, ta the neccssity oI
ciaiming from the molher counîtry relief frum lier differentiai and
navigation laws, so farnas they affect titis colony, tvu cunceive Iliat
tce lime bas arrived fur taking lip the ccnsideration oftacoilateral
and dependeàit bubject, viz . thai of rcvising our local tariffl tith
the vietv of adajîtiiig il as a wvhsnie ta theu sangle aibject w.hich
siîould bc kept in vietv in iuîpasiug taxes, wvlether direct or
indirect, opoît a people,-iat object bein" simply and exclusively
Io mise a sufftcieuît sum cf money anuiuaily ta meut tuie exigencies
of Gt>verumnt, wilh tie leasit cost a sl incouivenience t the
general body ofthle people,-in ailler tva. Is, Io thte tax--payers. To
tîjis subjeet, therefure, wu now intend, Irom, trne ta lime, te devute
-in anticîe,-trusting that the press generally thruiout the Pro-
vince tviil assist un disseminaîîng aur vieWs, and elucidatiuîg the
difficuities whicls sunround and obscure tise question.

At the tluneshboàd of aur unquiry, wu canceivu it will bc usetul
tc ttrow out a few generat observations on the question ut taxation
in lie tbstract,-believing thatby comin-to a ccartinder,-t.indin-
betorchand as ta the pniuciples aud objects ot taxation, Nva. rhail
bu nmore likely la carry aur readers anal te public aicng viîth tus
tvtieus %ve corne ta apply tliose principles Ia cuir ! cal tariff, lun
ürtler Uiereby ta ecure thc objecte -uhich tve scek ta attain.

1.1 thîe lîi place, iliens da-fuiug the %vord, %%-e undier,t;-nkl aL
tux to muait tIlat portion ot the capital or lucarne (if intditiis
takeus fronut Iient and rvtalîîd by CGo%-rameiit for tii lises cf tIhe
stale. lit thie second place, il may bc catier direct or indirect. Il
uit said tu bu diri mlîeus il is inaincdiaýtal îakeu froîn luacoine or

cpa-afor itist.aaîce, a i uttaî f !ed property, or lipoli lit-
carne; and i,,:ru, tI.,n il i.i levied upon alrticle-. importcd tn.r

us Or t r iiîî-talice, a tax lipon tea or sgrin
w li.ch lattlur e. L.e Word dia!9 ib guiierally uised iii prefeuce

Wlitilhîei diiect or iindirect t.xaîion is the besi mode of rai5in,,

revenue il is flot at present our purpose te inquire. The indirect
system U.as ntways prevailed in tliis colony-the public mind is
accustorned ta îtaîd ven though the epposite sy8em of direct
taxation could bc shown to ba better, that is, clicaper, more con-
veniouît, and lit the saute time practicable in a colony rituatt'd ns
this is, still vre arc of opinion that it %would ho bail policy aithoi
preselît mormerl te ag-itite fur such a change, believing 18 wve do
firuîly, thiat tuie public rnid eould ualt bc convinced of tîe superiur

tdvîtagesof the latter systom, if auy, fur the iiîoxt tenuor pcîi.ps
twenty years.

Inttad, thereforu, of losing aur time in agitating for a duliuous
advantage, we thîîîk it wise to dling to tlle s) etem which we fiiîd
in existence, linîîtin- our exertions ta the tablk of eradicatiiig
anomalies and correcting defects.

Taxces, wheflier direct or indirect, are necessarily paid eut of
incarne; antd, the latter arises in aOU cases froin une or more of the
following sources, viz. :-First, relit; second, profit ; third, wvages.
Every individual iu the community, it is clear, whatever bâtlus
station in society or his wealtlî, must derive lus incorne froin nue
or Morc cf tiiese sources ; anti, therefore, it is ol-vieus that iii thie
abstract il eau make nuo diffurence ta him, %%hutlier lie cunitrbutes
ta the maintenance of his (iovernment )y partiiig wittî a portion
of his income in thte shape of a penny- the puurid un his skigar, ariii
twopence the pouîîd oit his tea, or whtlier lie cuntributus in theo
rame ratio in a direct tax upon his iîieomu. Thu two systeum. are
mninfesîly the samoe iu their elreets upon inconie, from iliuli
source alune taxes can ho permancntly p ai.

But it is sometimus alle.gcd tluat irigd ureet taxa tion is unjubt ta
the poor, as making Ilium contrihute i au e(tual ratio wîth the
rich an thte primary articles of consomption wluich ttîey require
for daily use, sucli as sugars, teaq, apparel, and suchli lke ; and
the validiîy of this charge agaînst thie systum we are obligcd ta
admit. But direct tax~ation, wve conceive, is lialle to quite ab
grave a charge of inijustice tai classes andI individîials,

For instance, supposing a system of direct taxation wveru adopt-
cd, how woutd the tax opon incomne b rdae ea ufI tt
cqtialju.stce upouiievery member cf thucommurtit> ? To imlpose
the same tax upon incomne derived faim property or stocks, anid
upoa uucome derived tromu professional, mercantile, or mecliaiîi-
cal indostry, would bu mauîifestly iiiijilst. Tlie sume t.îx lapon a
lawver, or a dactor, or a merchant, or a shopkeepers' iricoînie,
as upon the hallier of reat property (or an incarme derived front
Government stocks, -,vould bu manifustly uinjosrt, because the
stabdity of the sources ut the respective incoiues is flot the sme.
The iiuco:e an the one hand is, comparatiývely spcaking, seîtled
and permanent ; while, an the ailier land that of the mercharit
or shiopkeeper is hiable ta a thousand cusualties-tîte merchaitt
may bu in affluence to-day, and a bankrupt to-murrowý.

Ilence, ve say, the levying of the saine ainount of tax uipon thue
incarnes of the varions productive and noni-produictive olab' -es
wroold bc attended -,itlî injustice ta mauy, if nol aIl. WhO'
then, will ojîdertake ta fraîne a scale so gradtîated as ta faîl
wvuîh equat justice îîpoîî every class cf thL conuintiiit,-a scalo
that iît provide fur ictuatioîis of iîîcome, arisiiig tron loss of
healili, anid every citler conceivabie cause, wvithout Nwhicic a
scîsenie of direct taxation must manifestly bu defectivu andi ui-

Our intention, in making tiiese remarks, is ta shiow tit
botta systums, ta a certain extent, iluvolve inuiisice tu iiidi'. idu,îls
and classes ; and, îlîat the uîmast the human nîind cant effl-et, i.,
ta cornu as near perfection iu Pitîter stpnas may l'e fuuîîd
practicablu. WVe shall continue this iuirne, from limne to lime, in
aur future uuumbers, tilt r -c goavur the whvluo sul-ject.

Free. Trade in, the Treasitrcs bot h of the BuidN .îif l ie 2lfind, the
the Interest anud Duly of Christzans. As Sermn, pireaclbcd in
Joue, 1SIl by Joseplei lit, LL.D. Londoni: Chiapinan.

The celebriîy ofthUe prenciier antd the interest cf thie cuiject
rende rit a superfluous tabk ta recommcend th iis se rmon. We shlit
mereiy uxtracî one passage, descriptive of the accordance of tise
intercourse cf nations wvith the maîîifest desigs of Providence,-
ils force and beauty requiru fia comment ta point tIliun outi*

" Look. at the surface of the eartiî,- iiow cv ilerî is il t1iiit te
unite the varionis tribus that dwcll uon it is a turimnary oiject oif
the great Creator! Sec iiot the oc.-ii-tlie distucnstiiiz an
ancient classie cals il, but never ii puir) or prose tV5 fIli ei.ihuet
more erroîieousiy atiptuetb,-Ouiites thje rit tti.zt.iintiahunt
thie moz-t differcnl chinates, and' retiikrs tlie ofcîiiig lutir
productions ril merciy poslsible, but easy.

'rlî,q teuud i eniotest nlations joins.'
Well lias the Psal1mi.5t, iun speakiiig et the great and %wideu se.,

as fu.t cf the îiches of Gsd. tidertud lu the Iblessiiîgs of navig.ttiiun
-1 tu go ilie 0 lips.' lic are wcrks of huinan trt, il l' troc.,

but tliere canulot bu a dlub tliat they cist Ill 1% irit tpoiiîcs,
.îu.l .l.t the sea tv.is ab nîucli desigiîet to cau rv maltî aver i.,% mur-
face as ta nourishi the çcaly brood w itliii,, ts kpth,ý Ç) er lthe
%d5st plaill of ocaîî .le wulid Our cas> tva) Io cci) polit oit ile
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