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We select from the topics specially considered a few, and give the result of the
inquiries, not, however, strictly confining oursclves to these oflicial reports,

CELIBATE MISSIONARIES.

The London Society’s committee represents the general concensus of
opinion in the matter of sending out unmarried missionaries on the ground
of economy and efficiency. The conclusion reached was that the sys-
tem of ceclibate missionaries was bad. The results in the case of both
native and Roman Catholic missions were unsatisfactory and often worse.
China testimony was unqualifiedly ugainst celibate missionaries, as presenting
insumountable obstacles to the work. In every field it was recognized that
the Christian home and Christian family were absolutely necessary for ex-
hibition of Christian life. The committee, therefore, made a minute in
accordance with the testimony, and condemned the practice of sending
celibate missionaries, except in special cases and for a limited time.

LAY EVANGELISTIC MISSIONARIES.

The general drift of thought among those who have given largest attention
tothe subject in all fields and all societies is undoubtedly more and more
favorabie to the employment of a much larger number of lay missionaries.
The openings for their Jabor are increasing constantly along the avenues of
commerce, colonization, and geographical extension ; and coincident with
this condition is a sort of gencral movement, which it is judged may be di-
vinely originated, among great numbers of young men as well as young
women, to engage in some form of work among heathen abrozd, as mechan-
ics, teachers, professional persons, engineers, clerks, and other secular offices.

The directors of the London Society have decided to accept offers of
service from men who have not passed a course of theological collegiate
training, and to send them out for a term of years as lay evangelists ; the
object being to open the door to foreign service, to men of good education
and of proved experience as Christian workers, having missionary enthusi-
asm. They have to admit, besides, that the theological schools are not at
Dresent able to supply the increasing demand for workers. They, however,
deem it desirable that the study of Christian missions, of the history of
philosophy and comparison of religions, should form part of the course of
preparatory study for all missionaries, especially for those appointed to In-
dia or China. The committee after thorough investigation approved of
this action of the directors.

NATIVE AGENCY.

It is often urged that native agents should be relied on to meet the great
demand, now unsupplied, for workers. But as yet it is plainly acknowl-
cdged that such agency is deficient in quality and quantity, and this, in
fact, only points out the nccessity as yet but partially cared for, of more
institutions for the training of a native ministry, and moro trained men to



