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The fact is, that our official salaries generally
have been depreciated to a most serious ex-
tent, from the rise of prices since the time
when their scale was fixed ; and their general
restoration to their original amount is a
pressing need of public policy, as well as
of personal justice. If this is not done, we
shall soon have a low class of officials, who
will think themselves licensed to eke out
their salaries by irregular gains in this coun-
try, as they notoriously do in the United
States. Let the Government appoint a
commission of inquiry into the depreciation
of salaries, and act on the repert.

It is gratifying to note that the proposal
of the party organs to introduce faction into
our municipal elections is generally repu-
diated by the good sense of the people,
aided, perhaps, by the strategical discretion
of the weaker party. The leaders of the
Opposition have, however, been making
stfong speeches in favour of faction as the
principle of government. We disclaim any
approach to a sneer in saying that those who
believe themselves, after a desperate party
struggle, to be on the eve of a party triumph,
are scarcely unbiassed in their judgment of
this question. We have repeatedly recog-
nized the fact that there are at the present
time important issues between the Opposi-
tion and the Government. We also sin-
cerely credit the leaders of the Opposition
with a desire to put an end to the existing
system, and introduce one purer and less
injurious to national character in its place.
But we, nevertheless, feel perfectly con-
vinced that before they had themselves
held power for six months on the party princi-
ple, they would be compelled ruefully to
acknowledge that faction is not the antidote,
but the incentive to corruption. Does any
misgiving of this kind mingle with the mo-
tives which lead Mr. Blake, so strangely, and
so fatally to the interests of his party, to
nullify his influence as a leader by declaring
that he will not accept office?

An argument used by one of the Opposi-

tion leaders, in support of the factionist doc-
trine, is a singular and instructive instance
of the extent to which the vision, even of
very able men, may be distorted by the opti-
cal peculiarities of the atmosphere in which
they live. 'We should have thought that if
there was anything as to which all men and
angels were agreed, it was that the divisions
of Christendom are injurious to Christianity.
But thiseminent factionisthaspersuaded him-
self that they are not only not injurious, but
essential to the unity of the Christian Church.
Without the various contending sects, he
says the Church would be an anarchy. Of
course he thinks that it was an anarchy in
its undivided state under its Founder and
the Apostles. Had he been in the place of
St. Paul, instead of lamenting the growth of
divisions, he would have rejo.ced over them
as the rudiments of incipient order, emerg-
ing out of the religious chaos. Xad he sat
in the Council of the Apostles at Jerusalem,
he would have enjoined the Jewish Chris-
ians to adhere to their Judaism, and the

Gentile Christians to persevere in eating
things sacrificed to idols, because they would
thereby keep up a Conservative and a Libe-
ral party, a perpetual conflict between which,
with abundance of rancour and abuse, was
S0 necessary, in order to prevent an anarchy
in the Church.

Another orator says that though he re-
joices that Ontario gave the Opposition a
majority, it would have been a great misfor-
tune if the vote had been * solid.” In other
words, it would be a great misfortune if the
people of Ontario ware of one mind as to
their own interests. Such are the axioms
upon which, literally, Government is at pre-
sent founded.

The result of the Welland election looks
like a heavy blow to the Administration,
though its significance is somewhat reduced
by the local and personal circumstances of
the contest. We cannot lament that the
appearance of several Cabinet Ministers
brawling and bandying foul language on the



