
Thje Canada~ Boakseller. TOeRNTO, ONT,

sale tirt any native îvork bras lrad, nor bave thora lias a tendeney te preveut thre writers and thinkl
been many u'orks published in thre country that ers aurong us, ivho are gencrally buu±sitive te 1V
have more titan returned te tihe puîblishetr thre dtgree, troin givitig fo 1 lit- prcbethu reai oeltof thrcu
actual outlay on thre work. Inde&Ïd, evLfl tlrib labour sud titouglit. It furthctr is oljectioulabk
fortriate rebuit, in tie fewv instances there are, iu retarding the developmnent of a literature
lins only becs achieved by ais activc out-door which, sincri wc have aspired te a national cou.
cauvass among thre patrons sud frieuds of thre solidatedl poi'cr, we slrould seis te niaie national
suthor-and by titis questiorrable proceeding and te, keep pace witir eur progress-social, indus.
onîy, sud net; ly arry interested denrand for tihe trial sud political.
N'orks, have tliese books fouud a reinuneratîve Wie trust etc long te llud a change in respect
sale. Andi. tvlre ill estiarate, what statistics, te titis feeling, and -%ve siraP lie giad, ta crrlling
iwould fairiy represent thic noney invested and attention te titis niatter, if m e Diay incite a maure
losses inrtred in the various literary ventures patriotîc snd generous regard fer and interest in
that; have becu rulade Irere aud there aund rîov sud our youag literatirre, and o iLposition te concede
again in thre country, aud whieli have fourtd ne0 tirat jrîst xuced of praise sud encouragement te
appreciatîve response front tihe people 1 Is tirere thre struggliug native tvriter tvhicli nrsy hbeîp hima
su isutiror iiu tire Domnirton but ceuid tell of tire eue day te ridn tire " may ba'> prend literature

ilonce irighli irpes that; new lie dead," or a pub- 'if eut new Dominion.
lisier, but eould give a bittur experience of his _________
would-be genereus aud patrietie projeets iu tIre TH GO E N NT B KS OP
field of Canadian. literature ?TH O E N N B KSH P

The fauit cannot ail ie at the door of the publ-
lisirers er thre writers ; and it surely is net alto- "Xhe JQurual of Education v. The Canada

utter disregrtrd for it is te frnd. an exctuse. FAr, " attuk the Milîtia Iiepartmlent for supplying

eousidering the comparative i.ruraturity of tire "nilitary coats, tiewsors snd caps ; the station-
Dominion, sud thre uncoagenral surroundings irr "ry office for supplyurg statienery te the de-
a youîîg country like ours, repressive of that "'partmntus ; tht. doekyard for building slips,
culture sud testeà fer literature, it is sutprisrng «"1instead of buyiîrg tIrn frein " the trade,' snd
«how tnany naines eue may ceunt as beill 4 "trt'Il"a host of other tvays la wiih the geverntent
thy of record"- on the roit of out ceuntry s «"zest "provide for tire wants iviid arise in the vari-
Authors," and Irow mauy works, on mny suit- Ileus braties of the publie service 1 Thug, tIre
jects, that migitt Il itly hime " in a national ":public schois are intrusted te tire ente of the
literature. " Edreation ])epartnerît ; aud it is bound te sc

Certainly it is net eititer in the apathy or lack "that they are most efficientiy provided fer, bath
of taste for reading of tIre people that tis mat- "ti Li teachers and the liest and inost extensive
ter of tvYhieh 'we coniplain is te be aceouuted for. "variety of good sound reading books, snd net
In contradiction of titis supposition eue has only "'left te thre mercy of hrrndreds of interested
te turn te the statisties of importation front "parties whose ouly motive, except iu a few iu-
abroad of thre books, magazines, sud periodicals "stances, is 'gain.' "ý-Jo-nta1 of Eductins,
of tIra day te flad that titis la Det thre cause. April.
This liter'atnre flootis the country front every Tire above extract aprpears iu the last Ne. of
source, sud finds &ceess te every little village aud the organ of tire Education Office, ini notlciag thc
baek township:- but, iu titis circurustauice, a clue; appearauce of thre first No. of IlTIIt Canada
may lie found te somewhat explain wity our own .7Jo-sllr," and rcffriug te a criticiant of ours
literature la net more encotn'aged sud fostered. on the Departnrcnt's Bok Store, in tvhich we
TIre issues ef the B3ritish aud Anicricau press, took exception te the rrecessity for an establish-
especially thre foi-mer, are nov se popularizedt sd tment trYiii nadQ use of tire public purse but tn
made attracttve, sud thre facilities of eut beoos- interfere witlt the legitimate book trade of tie
hoeu ses are new sudh as te btlng ivithin. evcry i>rovince, sari, ivithout aîry corrrpensating public
one's readh tire important entrent works of tire benefit, retard tire progrezs sud deveiopment of
utost notable tviters ; sud i'hile se muth of tire au important bunsintess in tire country. But, be-
best lîterature of the day la takiag tic shap)e of f'ore going fnrthr'r, ive w-ould asir, Why " 1lajt Io
Ch-crrp seri publicatio-lt is net penraîs te ire dec -rtrcs-ey of itmndreds of irrtercsted persons,"
woudercd at thaït eut people shouid Ire suci large 1&c. Are tiré linrksellers of tire country a set of
patrunizers of titis imnirrteri - -bulum-.-tirurrgii 1 ruscaliv extortinuers, corururauth, sud "Siylodis8,"
eut hruine literature sitouir, uneartime, 'Ire kt te a band of unriserrîpulouis arercenary rogues, tirat the
starve. 'teachrs n sd tIre tatrgitt" of tire public scirools

.L'hithstanding tbnt treê finr inl titis fitet a sirouid trot 1wA b'ft at therm cyubyigr
circtrîstance te ireconut, in seine measure, for i gramurar, a ggnrlyo i rtrrt
tihe neglent ùf orur native litematurc, tirere is, ive WVo admit tir- Ilgais" as aru objeet ini doiri-
fear, a low estimate of thaït iiter'ature in tire tbusiness, thAnrgh 0l3oukSelliag is tire slow&çt
ruintis of tire people, uril a total indifference te 4 gairr"-nlaking of ail businebse4 ive krro0wofi b'ut
asid interest in tire tiriters of thre country, ouiyj is tire "'gain," tlrp itonuirrbie rard legitinrate
te be expisined in thre tirory expresscd in tire i profit of tire bnisiier, arîy more greedy eo' des-
nords of tire proverb, that: "a propiret la of ne picable titan tIrr gain of auy eÂItet tr'ader?
acceunit in Iris ewrti coutry Is it sr, lirniever, that; tire gantb is ail on cire

To every reflcctiug mnrd, titis is wreng, and r eue aide ? Waarrsi't thra somethurrg tirat. lciked
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