but ITe magnificd [limesel( very highly,oven
as it became Him who made Hunsell
cqual with Gad.  For who is thix that
saith, ¢ [ wiil go 1o the Father and 1 il
send the Spirit of truth which proceedeth
trom the Father Surely He took n great
deal upow Himself who promised to send
such o Messenger from such a place.
And why should such o withess be neees-
sory to testify of Christ and reveal i (o
His disciples 1 I0 Clirist were only man,
awhat need of the Spirit of God 1o reveal
Him T Could the spirit which is in man not
testity of the thingy «f a man?

But'these things were taught in private,
when none were present to hear but the
disciples, who might reportsuch conversa-
tions in any form they pleased, as none
could contradict their testimony.  What
then do they say of Llis public teaching
when e spoke in the audienee of wl the
people T Did He, or did he not asa Pallie
Leacher, represent Himselt and the work
He had come into the world 1o do as
matiers of as weighty concern to His hear-
ers as any other thing which He did each,

or which could he taught to them by 1lim-

selt or by any other ?

When He said, « Come tnto Me, all ye
that labour and are heavy-buden,and T will
give you rest,” and exhorted them 1o learn
of Him 3 He spoke to them asa Teacher,
but swurely He wished also to attract their
regards to Himsell as something more
than a Teacher. There has been no lack
of self-conceited and presumptuous teach-
ers in this worli; but very few have been
found who would venture 1o callc torether
their licarers in such confident language
as that used above. Evidently they are
the words of one not afraid to commend
Himaelf, yen o magnify  Himsell very
highly, without umbuly exalting Himself,
as “conscious  that, however large  His
promises, His  powers of  performance
would not be found to come short by any
who should put Him to the proof.

" But His words led His hearers to expect
not only that He would teach them exeel-
lent doctrine, but thag He would grant

‘them assistance of o wore efficacions Kind

than mere teaching.  Though there be
much power in right words, yet, alas, we
all know they do not sutlice {o give rest
the weary and heavy-taden who groan
being burdened with the load of a hope-
less uf':

But, if the prophets foretold that God
would send 1o Uis pcuplc,n Saviour and a
Deliverer who should be something more

and greater than a Peeacher of righteous-

ness, did Jesus reprove them for this, and

"s:\y that nothing wore or greater coukld he

Qone for men than 1o tench them gheir
duty 1 He nomove reproved the prophets
on thiv head than 1l reproved Moses for

~the way in which be set forth the right-
©eourness of the Lond,

But he reproved
the Jews and theie Teachers and Rulers
for making void the Law by their tradi-
tions and the prophetic doctrine of tho
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Mossinh by their idle interpretations of it
according 1o their enrnal-minded hope,
Did He ever say that the prophets had
magnified iy office oo -highly or hid
painted in too glowing golours the splen-
dours vof His reign, or tanght men to
expect oo many or too great blessings
from s coming T He never did anything
of this kind, but He always said ahac alt,
which the prophets had promised, He was
come inte the world to perform. How-
ever highly then the Hebrew prophets
magnified the Messial, so  highly Jid
Jesus magnify Himself, for e said that
they spoke ol Him, and that they spoke
no more than the tath, and spoke it by
the Spiritof Gad. "When the Jews con-
demned Him to death for speaking, as they
alleged, vgainst Moses and the prophets, it
waa not for preaching righteousness, and
assurediy it was not for teaching that the
prophets had unduly magnified the char-
acter amd work of the Messiah, but for
exalting both is owir chavacter and work,
as indeed e did, far above what was
proper for any mere man, and announcing
Himself as sapporting thiv character, and
qualificd for this ‘work, amd worthy of all
the honour amd glory duc to a person of
such surpassing dignity, engaged in such a
marvelous work  of  benevolence and
power.

That to all who heard our Saviour
teach,and to all who lived while He taught,
and heard of His teaching, and tovk any
interest in the subject, from good motives
or from bad, the personal claims He ad-
vanced not only did appear but must have
appeared of far ligher integest and impor-
tance than any other part of 1lis teach-
ing, we consider as clear beyond debate.
It could not be otherwise, and every frag-
ment ol history, inspired or uninspired,
which has come down to us, thut touches
upon the question of Christ and  His
ministry, shows that it was so.  In truth
itis so still.  Suppose 1 man to read no
other portion of Seripture but that ealled,
the Gospels, however much he may he
struck with the, expositions of the holy
Law of (od ﬂu‘rc'u\) be met with, however
wueh he may be interested i the charne-
ter of Christ an an example of mecknews,
snevolenee and purity, i it possible that
should not feel his attention fastened
n this question as the most imporiant
ol uil, Whom doces this man make Himself
to he?

But let us hear Jesus Himse!f on the
subjeet. ¢ And He camo 10 Nazareth,
where He had heen hrought up, and, as
His cuxtom way, Ile entered into the
synagogud on the Sabhath-day, and stood
up for to read 5 and there was delivered
unto Thim the book of the prophet Tsaiah.
And, when he hiad opened the book, e
found Yhe place where it was writien,
The Spirit of the Lord is upon Me,
because He hath anvinted Me to preach
the Gospel to the poor, He hath sent Me
to heal the broken-hearted, to preach

than
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deliveranee to the eaptives, and recover-
ing of sight 1o the blind, to set at libenty
thew that are oppressed, o preach’ the
aceeptable vear of the Lonl. And Ho-
clozed the ook, and pave it again 1o the
minister and satdown,  And the eyes of
all that were in the synarogue wers
fastened upon T, And 1le began tod
sav unto them s Phis day is this =eripture
fullitted in your ears,”

When Jesus sand that these wonds were
futtilted in Himselt, He not only preached
Himself, but  magnified  imsell more
highly than if lle had said “the same
thing of Him=ell” diveetly, for He not only
sitid they were tene ol Himsell, bat that
God had thought both Him and His work
of such importance as to give testimony
concerning  them by the mouth of a
prophet so many ages heforchanl,

Tt cannot thew be said that the Hebrew
prophets magniticilthe Messiali move than -
our Lord Jesus Clirist macoified lwseld,

But did not the Apoales eseeed in this
matter, aml so depart from the simpliciny
of the example set them by the Great
Teacher, in whose name they went foeth
to preanch and to teach mnong all natons 1 -
It does not appear very elear that Jesug
proposes Hinsell as aomodel for teachers,

We suspeetany one attempting to teach
after the same fa=hion would find reason
to doubt whether he had not gone a wrong
way to work.  Be this as it may, the
question now before us is,-- Did  the
Apostles in their preaching magnify the
person and the work of Christ more highly
He did Himselt, or attach 1w the
doetrines concerning Him a higher fnpor-
tanee than He Himselt did 1

The Apostles said, « To Tlim give all the
prophety witness. that through His nawmes
whosoever believeth in Him shall receive
remission of sins But did ol Jesas
sav the same of Hinscdl, when He waid,

“¢ Search the Seviptures, for in them yo

think ve have eternal lite, and they are
they which teatify of Me 12 and awain, » If
ye had believed Moses, ye would have
helieved Me, for he weete of Me”  And
again, ** Gad sent Tlis Son into the world, *
that whowoever believeth in Hoan shonld
not perish but should have everlasting lite,”

When Paul extols Clirst, sayving that He
9 raised far above all principatity and
power, might and dominion, and every
name that is nomed, not only in this
world, but in that which is (0 come, and’
that all things are put under His feet, iy
this more than Jesus on more than one or
two oceasions said of Himself, weowhen He
said, ¢ AN power is given Me in Heaven
awd on enrth,”

Or, when the Apostle savs, * Christ
loved us and gave Hunsell for us,” does
not the Great "Ceacher say the same of
Thmsell]

When the Apostles say that < all the
treasures of wisdom and knowledge are in
Chyrist, andd that salvation is notto be found
in any other,” do any such sayings imply

-



