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INTERIOR WATERWAYXS,

The United States government is
cevidently aiive to the great value of
water transportation, as a cheap
meaus of handiing heavy traffic.
Wherever the rivers throughout the
vountry could be rendered useful for
navization purposes, the government
kas pursued a steady and consistent
policy of improving the same. An ex-
ample of this wise policy may be
founu In the case of the Red river.
That portion of the Red river lying
within -the United States has heen
improved untli it has become a valu-
able artery of commerce. Last year
nearly one million bushels of grain
wer¢ handled on the Red river in the
United States, tesides jarze quanti-
ties of cordwoud, brick, lumber, and
general merchandise.

In strange contrast with the action
of the United States in regard to
waterways stands the long continued
policy of the Canadlan government.
While in this country we have lheen
exceedingly literal in voting Lonuses
and subsidies to railway corporations
we have Leen extremely parsimonious
in voting anything. for the lmprove-
ment of inland waterways. 1In the
one case private corporations have
been voted public funds in a most
tavish wanner, whilc needed pudblic im-
provements to waterways have lieen
neglected. This would appear to be
an exacs reversal ol the policy that
shouki have teen followed. Possibly
if our rivers could have bLeen exploit-
od by private corporations, the funds
for thelr lmprovement wounld lave
Ieen voted more rcadily. ‘The people
would not, llowever, lave toicrated
the handing over of the rivers to
private control.

The policy of granting bounuses {ree.
ly to private trausportation covpor-
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atlons, and giving little or nothing for
the finprovement of the great natural
public highways of commerce, is ote
that shoula recelve the careful consid-
eration ot our people. Here in west-
ern Canada we have probably the (lu.
st systons of juland navigation in the
world, standiug comparatively idlo for
the need of o lMttle expenditure on the
part of the government, This is uan
enormous annual loss to the country,
In the caswv of the Red river, aircady
referre@ to, the annual loss to the
people of eastern Manitoba s very
great, owing to tho refusal of the gov.
ernment to undertake the very jimited
oxpeuditure necessury to render tlie
river navigable. Fuel, lumber and
other building material have cogt the
peopie mieh higher than would have
been the case if the river had been ren-
dered navigabhle,

The streugth of a chain is cqual only
to that ot its weakest link. One
woak lak would render a chain use.
less for  the  purpose  requir-
ed, ‘This is exactly the situation
that exists in connection with the Red
river, OUne obstruction betwecen the
source ol supply and demand destroys
the value of the route,

The Red river in danitoba is im.
mensely more valuable for purposes of
navigation than the portion of tho
same river within tho United States,
Conuecting with the river hero there
is a vast lake, nearly threc hundred
miles long, having a large fishing in.
duttry, and with timbor and minerals
abounding in the tributary country.
Here Is tho sourca of supply. In Winni-
peg is the demand. * The weak link is
thy St. Andrew's rapids, which tho citi-
zents of Winnipeg have bien endeavoring
to have improved for almost tho last
two decades. It is to be hoped ihat
the present promised action of thoe pov-
crnment will result in something being
done.

The work of developlng our western
inland waters should not stop with the
improvement of the S$t. Andrew's
taplds.  Practically nothing has been
done toward .mproving any of our
western rivers.  'There are other val.
uvablo stretches of navigable Water,
tho value of which is largely veduced

‘or entlrely destroyed by slight ob.

structions. What we requiroe is a gen.
eral policy of improving these public
highways of commerce, until their full
value to the country shall have been
realized.
THE PASSING OF THE OX.
The ox, as a beast of burden, has
about had its day in  Manitoba,
though it is still used to a lmitod ex.

teut in some of the forelgn settlements

i the province. Manitoba is still a
young province, from a historieal
point of view, and it secms only 2 short
time since the ox was quite commonly
used here as a motive power, yet a
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Winnipeg paper the other day re.
ferred to the passing of un ox temw
down ono of our stroets as a novelty.
This shows that tho ox, as a beast of
burden, has already become & rarvity
here, It also shows how quickly
things familiny are forgotten, Such is
ife In the Great Northwest, Great
men pass off the stage of lle and are
quickly forgotten. Likowise the ox.

I the carly days the ox was a very
important institution m this country.
Beloro the advent of railways he was
the great motive power here. Hitched
to a home-mado wooden curt, with the
ald ol straps of home tamne! moose
skln, thv pattent beast wended his way
for many sveary milas over the vast
plains ol the Great Lone Land, haul-
ng supplies ior the trappers and trad.
ers and pringing back the product of
the hunt fu tihe form of rich lurs from
the nortlr country.

Later, when the udvance wave of the
tide ol sottlement began to reach our
great bruric country, the ox came into
oven more actlvé requisition. Larger
quantitics of goods were required to
bo woved to the new settlements that
were formed throughout the country,
and upon the ox was placod the bur-
den of this work. Strings of ox carts
were coustantly passing over the sinan.
ous prairic tralls, leaving thelr zig.zag
tracks i the dust of the trall, as
the  home-made  wheel of <the
cart wobbled around in its
irteguiar course.  Long, weary trips
were mado in this way, somotimes ag.
grepating  hundreds of miles; some-
t.mes almost thousands, for the coun.
try was wraversed {rom tho Ited Rivor
w the Rocky Mountains, and from the

- United States boundary to the Great

Saskatchewan river of tho north. Day
after day, and weck after week; uye
and even month after mouth, the pati.
ent animals plodded along, asking -
tle and often receiving less. He
wiggled through the prairio sloughs
with hie load, where the horsa would
have flomnderod and proved useless,
and as for food ho got uothing bLut
wlat ho could forage for at night, after
travelling all day.  Of course the prai-
rio afforded a liberal grazing supply
most of tho year, But only the ox was
cqual to the occasion of baviug to
travel all day and rustle for his food
ut night.

The ox in those days was to the coun.
try what the railway is now. Rathor
a remarkable comparison to be sure,
but a just one. Ho was the means
ol transportation then, as the railway
is now. Of course, the wheels of com.
merce rovolved somowhat slowly then.
They certainly did not receive a very
liberal supply of grease. 'Tlic mourn.
ful creaking of the cart wheels, audible’
almost miles away on o calm day, us
the carts passed along tho prairio
tralls, indicated surely that tho whcels
of commerce in thoso days were buh



