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]INTERIORt WATERIVAYS.
Tite Unuited States governiment la

eviilesitly alive to, the greut vatlue o!
miater transportation, a.s a. clic.p
ileaits of haîî1dilig IlLavy trnffic.
%Viîerever the rivera tlîroughotit tite

~oîtycolli te rciaiered tiseftil for
tnvigation purposes. the governltilt

hk' pursued a stendy and consiistenît
Iou~y of imfproviitg the saine. Ait ex-

ample o! tMils IVisO polley 'Iîay be
fe.u1hli I the case of the Ried river.
Timat portion of the Ried river lyiîtg
ivitlb: ýtue Unîited States lias teen
improveil unti;lt1 lias iiocoine a valu-
abic. artery of cohmmeerce. Last yetîr
itearly One~ million bwilîis of grainh
%verù liîedied oit the Ried river iii tle
Uuîted States, t'osidles iarge qjuanîti-
ties of cordVoud, brick. ]utier. anid
geuicral mereiiandise.

lit straîtge contrant %with the lotion
of tlie. Uniteui StateS In rgnrd to

-%vltierwayb stands tiai long coluiliuei
policy of the Catuadiau goverutmneitt.

ýVjIîîle in titis coiuntry %wc hav- ],,eul
execeditîgly lt-ral In votig itouuseq

aled subsIdies to raiiwîiy corporationsi
wu liaNe been extreineiy pariînoioffons
ini votiiîg cîuiytldrig- for the leuiprove-
mlent of iehnuid ivatervztyi. ll titO
0110 case private corporationîs ilavLe
lx-on voteti publie funids lit a neost

i.tvL-,,I niannier, wldllc necileil publie li-
îîrovements to ivatCrway'i have beeni

nctrlected. This votuld appear tu 1e
aui exact rcvcrsal of the îuOiicy tiit
s!loli* have t'ei followced. 15ozsIbIy
if otîr rivoirs coulil have bee exl]oit-
cd by prîvate corporations, the ftîeds
for t1ielr liprovctflnt woniii have
hece voteti more readiy. Tite pteople
ivotilt utot, liowever, have tÀier.ated
thie lîanidltg ovcr o! the rivera to

Tite policy of grantIng bonses free-
]y Io prirato trausportaton corpor-
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ations, and givIng littie or nothing for
the linprovomeilt of te great tiattmi
ptublie. Ilglxwayo of comemerc, la ue
thait slitulc recoive the carefîl coen4.d-
eratlin 01 Ouîr people. Eueo hit -vest.
crit Canjadu we ]lave î>robably the fin-
est eystotu of Jinlandt navigation in lthe
w.arld, stwiding ootparatIvcly lol for
the ileei of a llttie expeniiiture un1 tle
Part of the govorament. Thtis le te
etioruîoe±,' annual loss to the country.
lit lie caet' of tho Ried river, aircadyý
referme to, the itutial lo.as t.. the
people of etasterri Maitobzt la very
great, ow.ing tu the refusai of the gov.
ernixent tu iindertake the .vcry Jimiteti
exp7enditure ncessiary to renieer the
river navigable. Fuel, lunaber andt
other building inaterlal, have cost te
peopte nincit ligher titan. iould have
been the' case il the river bail beeni ren-
dered navigable.

The îstrvtt of a chaîla la eqital only
to tilat of its wea-eit link. Ou
ncak i:kwould rentier a chain usa.

te-i for the pýurpose requ1r-
cd, T"is ha xactly the situation
thait existd ia coauuccton-ývltI the lied
river. One Obstruction beiwen the
source ol eupply and domianti destroys
the -vaite oi the route.

The, Red river' in :Iaiiitobat le im-
mcxusey inoro valuable for purpuos of
navigation tUaIt tho portiou o! vte
saine river within. tho Unitedl Statos.
Coiitîthîlg iviti the river boe tiacre
li a vast In.ke. nearly lUro Uiundrod
mile long, havIng a large tIsing let.
duî.try. anil %vitit timbar aind muiierals
abounidiing In the tributary country.
Ilere ls tho sourca o! suppiy. Iit Wiin.
peg la the demaîid. *The woatk lieUk la

-titi St. .iidrow's rapIde. whîich tho cl.ti.
zens o! Winîipug ]lave ien eetde.tvorliig
to hiavc, improvoil for almost the last
two decades. It is to ho liopeti that.
the present promiseil actioni of tho go':.
erimetit xvili resuit l somLtluilig belig
donce.

The %work of developIng otur wevsterni
liaudi waters sîtoulil rot stop) wfitl the

Improvement o! tho St. Iitdrew*s
tapds. practicaiiy iiotlîlig lias been
donc towvard .mprovilig arty of oui'
west-ern rivora. Tiiero are otiier val.
uabla btret*ches of navigable îv',tor,
the, value of whl!ch la largely rcdluced
or elit.irely destroyed by 3iigiîv oh.

istructouîs. Wliat wo requiro la a gen.
erai poiicy of Improviuug thoeo publie

liiliîways of commierce, tutti] tlîelr full
valuo to the country sall havc heenl
realizeci.

THE PASSING OF THE OX.
Tho or, as a bea.st o! biurden. hian

abcxuzt bail lu day la Maixitoba.
thougli It le stili used to a iimitud ex-
tent i oute of the forelie iettlemnents
lir the province. Maniltoba le stili a
youtig provinme !roni a lilstorical
Point of vie-w. and It sSeem ouly :a short
tinte since tUe ox ivas quito conimoniy
usel hce as a motiveý power, yet a

Wiimlpeg papier the otitor day re.
!errod tu the piîitaiiilg o! ait ox teln
downl OriÛ o! oîu streetil ag a, uîo%-ety.
Til» tiliow~ tîtat te ox, as n. beeat of
bîîrdcii, liaq aIrcaily becomne it rar.ity
here. il, aise shows luow qIiuickly

tlhutigs fanillitr are forgotttil. surit h
lte lit the Great Nortlîîvest. Gireat

mni Paua off lite0 stage of Ille 111111 ire
qîilcly forgottoit. Likwlsae te ox.

In the euariy days the ox was a very
Important institution lit titis counitry.

iooothf. ailvont of railways lie ivas
the great itotive power ixere. Utitelleil
to a huoie-mado wioodon. cart, witlî the
aid o! trups of linit taltio meute
kMdu, tht, petient beast wendetl bia wuy
fur wiaîty 'ieary mUase over lthe 'icet
pilis o! ilie LLrcat Loue Laud, imaul.
lng suppliEb for the trappers auid trad-
erd aînd Ibringlng back the; prouinci. o!
the hunt Ir£ the0 fori of richl trs £ront
lthe nortIr country.

Later, w.hea the advauce waye or te
tide ci k;ottlement began to reacli unir
great pruirie couatry, .tbce ox cameu lato

ovtuIOZu actvé~ requisitioln. Larger
(quttit o! goods were required to
ho mnoves] to the iiew settleumetts tiltt
were fornici tbrougljout tUe(. couxutry.
aîîd "ion the on 'iva PiacO43l tili bur-
doit o! titis work. Strings Of oX carts

wevcre witnstautty passing over te ia
ous.prairie; trails, leavlug thielr zig.zag
traks lii the dust of the trait, ut;
lthe bome-muale 'iv)àeel o! 21;!
carl à«Iyobplcd aloutid I e itg

iriecguiar course. Lonîg, wý,ezry tripu
were- njiatho lit titis ivay, s;onmetbies ag.

g: egattîig liuid(reilb of miles; some-
V.mus n lnost thiotsautis, for to Cuin.

try ivas traverseil Irom the Rcet lti'i'r
t4e thei llucky Mountains, andi £rom te
Unitedl States bitLunday to tlie Great
Sascathuewnu river of tUe niortih. Da:y
alter da'Y. aîid ivecek alter %voek; aye
aund cvil miit alotîter j muth, the pati-

ent njimals piodilei aloug. asLinig )il-
tic axît 0f tee receýivilig !ws. lie
wviggicd titrough the prairie shoughe5
ivitt juiz load, %vhlere tUe hersa %vould
hiave floutiderozl anti proîcti uscless,
21u(1 US for foXIl bic got uothling but
w-biat hie could [ora.ge for at BI&gUt, aIter
travelling al day. 01 course tho lirai.
rie affordoil a lihral graziug supply

miot o! thei, year. e3ut ouuly t on. %VUS
c'qtuai to the occasion o! hiaviiîg 1.0
travel ail day andl rustie for bis foodi
ait itighlt.

Tite ox lut thoso days was to the, rCut.
try ivl.at the, railivay !S nlow. Itathor
a remarkablo comparison. to lio sure,
but a juet onoe. Ho0 %vas tho means
of transportatIon thon, as te ralwny
us 1101V. O! courtie, the 'ivhecs o! com-
me: ce rovolveil somoviîat 81lowlY tho.

The3 certainly iti not recuise a ver,y
lîberal supply o! grease. The mouirti.
fui creakig o! vte cn.rt whle, udUIble
alinost miles mway oit a qali day. as
the carte piassoil along tho prairi
ti'aiie, Indicatoil sureiy that tito 'vluce]s

Of cominrco lut thoso daya ivero but,


