The Lumber ‘Lrade,

Frank Lavin bhas purchased the saw
mill and lumber businesy of the Salmo
Lumber company ab Salmo, B. C.

The shinglo men at  Seattle and
Tacoma have issued a clreular advis-
Ing tho mills to eclose down for a
time to prevent o slump In prices.

1Nhe Cody saw mill nea: Suwndon,
B. C.. ias been purchascd by Mr. Lsas-
com and tho machinery has been
shipped to tnhe ling of the Crow's Nest
LPawss raflway, whore it wili be used
in cutting construction timber,

West coagt lumber is coming largely
into use in the bullding of vessels and
tlio new jmpetus that has been given
to ship building Ly the war., EFir for
docking Is especially in demand, and
a Upited States lacific coust con-
corn aas recently received an order
from DPhiladelphja for a large order.
The + ecelfications call for material
with not a knot or blemish of any
kind, and the west coast lumber is
tho kind that can be furnished to com-
ply exactly with such requirements.

The Minneapolis Lumberman says.
Tho generally accepted price for *.a*
red cedar shingles in the local mar-
kot 18 $2.20 per thousand. Some deul-
ers were asking $2.25 for a time, rut
that was rather in advance of the
market. Sowme sales are possibly made
at $2.15 on u fifty cent rate. It js
not likely that there will be any
falling off in the prices for the shingle
mills of the west coast are prepar-
ing to shut down dunng the month
of May to anticipate i falling off in
t! » trade. The demand for fir lum-
bor is good and prices are ranging
higher than they were o year ago.

The cancellation of the city lumber
contract, after the tender of Dick,
Banning & Co. had been accepted, is
causing much adverse commend  in
business cireles. It is a well recog-
nized business prineiple. between hon-
orable business men, that a bargajn
should bo adhiered to, even thoigh it
might be te the disadvantage of one
of the parties thereto. In this case
the only reason given for the cancel-
laticn of tho contract is that the
timo between the first appearance of
tho advertirement and the closing of
the tenders was toq short. Dick, Ban-
ning & Co. are therefore made to sul-
for for the mistake of the city au-
thorities. The least the city cap do
in the matter would be to take the
material ordered for the ¢ity Ly the
firm who were first anwarded the con-
tract. at the price called for in the
tender. No objection could be made
to the tender on the ground that
the prices quoted were too high.
Though higher bthan last year, the
prices quoted are low. compitred with
iumber prices generally and with the
improved Mharket this year.

Grocery Trade Notes.
United States buyers have been
pleking up considerabie tea in Canada
recently.

The Montreal Gazette says: “In
sympathy with the continued strong
advices from foreign markets and a
further odvance in prices of G6d in
Burmal, the undertone o the local
market is still strong aned prices here
a2 been marked up 25¢ per 100 1bs.

The bill to amend the adulturation
of foods act. has been passed at Ot~
tiwa. It provides niore severe penal-
ties for the asiulteration of food, which
Is likely to prove dangerous to the
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‘publie health, and better facilitles for
reaching  the manufacturvers of such
wdulturated foods.

Motasses is strong ow.ng to the war
The closing of Pourto Rico ports  will
help Barbadues trade, and this is al-
rewdy notieeable fn an advance of lc¢
on the latter nt the primary market,
to 18¢, equal to £7¢ lald down at
Montreal,  The  Montreal wholesaje
groeery gulld has advanced the price
on Barbadoes molasses 1le. The prico
Is now 25¢ for car lots and 26¢ for
pincheons.

The first direct stemmer with Medi-
terrunean  green fruits, the steamer
Matthews, arrived in Montreal on
Tuesday of last week. Her cargo con-
sisted of 26,500 packages of Messina
Jemouss, 1,700 Palermo do, and 600
Sorrento do.; and -£,000 packages Mes-
sl oranges, 280 Palmermo do., and
3,500 Sorrento do., will be put out
at publle auction next week. The
steamer Fremona has also arrived
with fruit from the Mediterrancan.

With o blockade of Cuban ports, and
the Phitippines, it is very natural that
the market for raw sugar should show
some response. Two weeks ngo the
price for 96 degrees was £ 1-16¢, while
yosterday the market was firm  at
4 1-de. Not only are exports [rom
Cuba suspeuded, but the -<ceipws from
all West Indian coupte.ss are serious-
Iy interfered with o account of high
freiglhit rates, Beet sugar i Germany
s shown an advance of - 1-2d per
100 s, N. Y. Cummercid Builetin.

A good dead of uncertadnty is felt as
to whether any further shipments of
aimonds from Spain will be made, and
if maude, whether they will be admit-
ted to this country. It is reported
that the treasury  department has
stated any stock  shipped from Spain
not accompanie § by a consular invvice
will tie Habie to coniissation, Itisaso
intimated that Spanish merchandise,
whether shipped direct or via England
or contineninl ports, may soon Lie re-
fused entry at United States ports.—
New York Journal of Commerce.

Hardware and Paint Trade

The advanee in ocean {reight rates
is the cause of the advance reported
by wire to The Commercial last week
onh Hneed oftl in Eastern markets. The
higle freight rates may affect prices
on other commodities as well.

Buchasiunit & Gordon sent in a tender
to supply Portland cement to the
Windtlipeg city couneil at $3.42: ar
$£3.37 por bag. From the latter price
10 cents per sack would be allowed
on the &acks being returned.

The adeance in rope is general in
the Unlted States and Canada. Prices
aro now about $40 per ton ahove the
lowest puint, and, with war vetween
the United States and Spain, still fur-
thier advances are looked for.

Owing %o the war between Wpain
and the Gnited $tates, Derpyshire lead
advanced $10 per ton in England.
White iead has been advanced in gll
markets, as our wire reports showed
last week, owing to the steady ad-
vance in plg lead.

The reeent heavy drop in turpen-
tine s w®sald to bo partially
duec 6 a desire to market
the product before the interruption of
shipping Ly the w. . The price, how-
ovpr, hagfiuctnat dup and down quite
frequently of late, and the
change is an advance.
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Grain and Milling News,

The flour mill at Minnedosa Is offer-
ol for gule.

Prance, taly and Spain have tem-
poratily suspended the Juty on cereals.
Spain has  prohibited the export of
corn, rye, flour aml potatoes.

The information from Ottawa re-
garding the bill dealing with elevators
in Mamtoba, is not understood here.
It is supporea that the provis.on aliow-
ing flut warehouses will apply only to
farmers, am' not to dealers.

Nothing s reported yet in thg way
of new allls to be bullt m Manitoba
this year. DJlachinery men arve figar-
ing on several proposed mills, but con-
tracts have not been let.  The rofusal
of the legislature to sanction bonuses
for several proposed mills, may pro-
vent there going ahead this year.

The Live Stock Tracde.

Hall Bro. & Co., of Portage la Pra-
ir e, shippe 1 4 canslgmuent of cattie to
Montreal this week,

W. R Stewart, rcaacher, of Mace-
cleod, has  secured 800 stockers In
Muanitoba for Wis ranch. 1lle visited On-
tario, but says stockers cannot be
procured there.

The demmi for stork cars fn South-
ern Manitoba and along the M. & N.
W. line is large, for the mov.ng of
~wnaker cpnttle to the wester rauges
and United States markets.

Armour & Co., pachers, of Chieago,
recentiy purchased 150 Yorkshire ba-
can pigs in Cunada, padd auty oa them
woing fnto the States, turned them -
to bacon aud shipped the prodact to
the Inglish market for the purpose
of seeing how it would compare with
United States bacon. ‘The Breeders
Gazette, of Chicago, says the result
ghions that the bacon miude from the
Canadian hegs commandet i preminm
over the price seenred for the United
States product. This premium was
not, however, sufficieut to  warrant
the Importation of hogs from Canada
and the payment of duty on them,
The probablc outcume ot the exper-
iment would appear to be that the
Armours will endeavor, by offering
higher pilces, to induee farmers to
produce hogs of u similar class,

Raw Fuars.

The spring collection of furs, except
the water animals and  bear, grows
faded, rubbew and begin shedding as
the season advances.  Water animals
are gocd as long as the waler is cold,
and tear are the best when they first
come out of thelir dens in the spring.
Skunk shed carlier than any otheor
other animul. Shedding furs can be
wetected by looking througih them to-
ward the hght. They grade No. 2
wnd 3, and where badly shadding, No.
4 Spring-caught mink are virtually
all pale or red in color.

Traders from the north report this
senson's yield of fur as being away
helow the vyverage.

Bank clearings of the Winnipeg
clearing house during April aggre-

gated $6,240,000, compared with 34,-
162,000, and $4,032,000 for the vor-
responding month of 1897 and 146
respectively.

Transaciions for April at tiie Domin-
fon Savings bank, Winnipeg, were-
Deposits, $19,0601; withdrawals, $21,-
242.98; withy *nwals exceed deposiss by
£1,551.08. . ' )y



