
'~rr~frî~ COMME1~oTAjZ,

IlAs ta elonor traite relations, the iberals
havis-aiways-been iii tavor of froor trado with
tho UnitedStates. and 1 amn propared to Matta
an arrangement with your country for the
frea axehango of suoh natural productii and
snob manufaturoil articles as rnay bu
,nutually agi-ed upen. TPhis question, te.
gather with thoso of deop watorways and
fiheries and the consting traita of the
lalçes, shonld,.it appoars ta me, ho ail taken
up.together and deaIt with iii a broad,
aurions and comprehonsive spirit, on one
anvil. I obgerv t.hat the bondina privilege
has reoently hem diioussad in the Ulnited
States Cougrosn. Lot that question ho taken
np albimi with the reAt. Tho alion labor law
of the Unitodl StataýN which bas croated a
gnd deul, oi uupleasantnoeu, aboutit bc iii-
iclod. ln short lot us have a tlioreoîgh
uinderaîandiug and botter relations ail round.

Thore is nothing new in this statioment re-
garding tracta relations. [t simply affienms
thewiUngamso!. the administration ta enter

into &urooiptpeal treaty with the United

administration whioh has oxistodl in Canada
slncozconfederation, bas boon willing to do
the 5&=à thing, and several unsuccresulj attompta haie ban nmade, te soeuro a reci pioc-
ity treatyv with the United Stata.- The
opposition, bas always corne from tho other
side, aud unImn the situation in the United
Statew&cangdconsiderably, Mr. Laurier
is no more likely te succeed tlîai bas beou
the cese with past efforts is thii direction.

The mont iinpDrtant part of Mr. Laurier's
roniarks roter to the canal question, at

J~ eait sa.la ai central wvetera Canada te con-
corned. la this connection '.%r. Lýaurier ex-
prossedl himsolf as huj,,aful that a fca,,blt,
sohemewould ha found, which would enable
the Lwo cuntries te unite te open a deep
water-way tramn tho bond of the laktes
through ta tide water. His exact words wore

* Coînmisioners have benu appainteid hi the
Govornînonts of the two countrs t> con>idor
the question c! a decip %ater-way systeni.
and 1 amn in hopes that a perfectly fcasilo
sohemne will shortly bo reported-a Fseene

*that will onable the United States te partici-
pata in thoe vark and exorcise a joint central
without ini any way collnpromidsing the soi-
ereignity et Canada ovor its own terrltory.
It shonld ho a purely business arrangement,
with nothing political. about it.

While Mr. Laurier hopes that a scheme
rnaybeaevol-'oýd upon which ttc two count
tries eau unite. it is really very doubttul if
the canais -.ill avor ha dealt with in thiq way.
The meat feasibie renta for a dep wator-way
is throngh Canadian territory, and thora
would appeai- ta, ho littIe reason tu believe
that the United States would boni auy share
of the cont of apening a deep water system
throngh toraigu territory.

As ta the immo' m~ advantage hih h
praposed deep wa..o-way weuld bo ta tho
people ot bath countries, thora is ne reason
for deubt. It wauld cetainly ho thogreatcst
thiug which could ha accomp.ishcd in the
inueot of the western f(armera an hoth sides
of the boundary. It wauld give thcm les
freightl- rates bath eutward and inward,
and , remoe- the disadvantage under
whîoh the-western farmers now laber, tbraugh
being situated- eo far in the interior of the
coantinent. It is grcatly ta ha desired that
this groati* watcz-way. should ho aPencd eut,

but Canada coutl lardly le expectedl te carry
out the work andl throw it opon ta tho
United States on the mauic torms a3 te citizoe
et our own cauntry. At tlîo sante tinio it
suoat quegtiionubli if the Uti ttate% will
enter inte a plait for the construction ot tlîe
deep wat.r.way jointly lby tho two ceuntries.

THfE IiIAITO& CROP.
Tlhe A tigust crop bulletin ot %he Manitoba

departieout ot agriculture bas beau isiiied
and wvill bo tounid oit atother pxage ,,f this
issue, It ho-sr eut what lias already13 bee
reî'nrted regarJiig wlîeat soiwn on stubblo
lndi withrîut Plowing, nianiely , that, it is a
failure in ment cases. Aftr throwing out
50 per cent. of the arca ctowî on stulîble as
wortlîless, the average yield et whoat for the
province is placod at 18.57 busholc; per acre,
makiug a total et 18,565,198 bushols. The
August e9timate last year was 25 5 bushels
par acre, and a total et 29,139,815 bushels.

Tlîe doduction o! 50 par cent. ef the wlieat
sown on stubble train the total tirat makoa
the whoat ai-ca for 1896 lois titan in any of
the thre proviensq years, but groater than in
1892. The whoat area in 1892 was in round
figures 871;,0000 acres, 1,000,000 acres in 1893
and 1891,' and 1,140,276 in 1835. The arna
fer 1893, afttr the deduction notait, is 999,-
598. The total nggregate yiold ot whcat is
greater tlîan in ani' previeus yep.r exccpt twe,
thosze bcbng 1891 and 1895, whon tho final
estimato was 23,191.OOJ bushels and 31,715,-
')0) bu-he1s respectivelv. C-insidoring the
reduced ai-non accutnut et the lato spriog,
aLl th l.mgUal k, 'y bail storms th.,.yt.r,
the roturnq are by ne means unsatisfactery.

'Flho total yield et cal ta, placed at 16,633,000
bushels, is gi-enter than in any proviens year,
except 1895, whon it was 2U,555,000 bushae.
in 1891, the next heavient year, it was 14,-
762,000.

Tîmo total cieop of barley, estimatedl at
3,';9',460 bushels, is gres.tcr than in any pi-e-
viocs yeur, except 1895, îvhen il. was 5,6V5, .
030 bushels. Iu 1891,thie next heaviestyear,
it was 8,200,000 bushels.

Flax sliows- the g'-eutest falling off, owing
te tho reducod ni-ca. Tho yiold is placod at
11.2 busiiels par acre, making a total ot 288,-
615 bnsbdls, an compared with about
1,250,00) bushels last year.

one ct the must gratifyinig toatures ot the
r port is the large ariea, ot land propred for
it heat z.ext year. Newr brenking andaummer
<alla w total up 1 11,820 acres, cemparedl
with 8u7.025 acre.s at year. T'his area et
4.11,3120 represents land already propared fer
whcat next tiprig, indimating that tho crap
ai-ca next Scar will ba the largest in the his-
tory ot Manitoba.

The damaugo doue by bail is shawn in the
10w average yield et crops in tbe sauth ce-
tral distri..t, %Yhei-e Most e., tha bail darnogo
was dloue. ________

EDITCRIAL NOTES.
W2E hope aur friand et tho Winnipeg Fi-as

Proe will net consîder The Commercial
guilty et plagiaim, awiug ta the simni-
larity of viewvs presautild in an ai-
ticl" in titis issue et Tho Commercial, t
î&îa article which appeared in the Fre Pi-ens
a fow days ago. WVo roter te tho article

i1dà

doalî:îg wîth Mi-. Laurior's remarks to a.Chi-
caige uewopaper mnan. Tho Commercial
article was in type betare the Froc Press ar-
ticle wan published. It is simply a case of
twn gigantile intellects, alo.

Titr, finicial statenient of the WVinnipeg
Indus-trinl Exhibition association is very
gratifying. Tho statemout shows i-sceipts of
about $23j.000 and dishurseunents et about
821,01X). The associotiozi will have a nice
little balarco ta the gond, aftor allowing for
s, mie liabilitios to mature during the bala-nce
ot theyear, anI pi-ovidisia tor sinkiu& fend
and iuttorest on the 1350,00 loan raeeivoti
troin the city.

Mit. NosSE,;z, Japanese con'ul at Van-
couver, centemplated arrangiug a plan ta
sond a numuber et .Japaues fai-m laboreri te
Manitoba. te werk in tho harvest, but ho
ahandonrd tho idea ewing ta the agitation.
iii lritisli Columbia againet tho admiszsion et
Chineso and Jupanese immigrant,4. The
consul gays tne'-o are about 1,000 Japa-noncin
flritisli Columbia. Iu Japan laborers are
content with 25 conts a day.

Pi- is i-eported in au Ottawva tebegram that
tho gaveruiment will place a sein in the esti-
mates te covor theo utstanding liahilitios of
the exhibition held tit Regina over a yuar
ago. t -s ta ha hoped that this report ta
.i-uo, and that these liabilities vill ho speed-
ily liquîaated. Tho Regfina exhibition was
te alI intente and puios a gaverumeont
aflair, aLl the gtvernment la murally, a( nut
logally boiand ta pay tho legitimato dlaimas
agaiust the exhibition management.

Titc new miristeorarine and ffihries-
H-ou. L. Il. Davies-is already in trouble
with tho B3ritish Columbia salmon cauners.
(;Jving te tho lata date at whioh the salment-
i-un sta-trd this year, the minister extended.
the seasea for taking satinn live days. Tho
i-un o! salmon was very largeand the cannera'
put up a largo pack notwit.hstanding the
lateons ef tho i-un. Thoy did net want the-
season extendod, as thoy feared it would have
tho effect of dcpreciating pi-ices, ini viaw of th-
beavy paok made. Thoe minister, ne douhtv
thought ho was giving tho packers a banefit.-
in putting-eff the close season tor five dayu.,
This shows the great cmr witb which-
matti-s concering tradu have te a hoeuldled.
Uudouhtedly in this cas the minister bas'-
doue an ini-ry rather than a gond turn te
tho intei-est ho ne doubt desii-od ta serve, lu
matters affecting business interests, it would
otten ho botter te censult with thoso nient
directly interested balai-o making a change.

The Septemhar number ot The Delineator
is the haudsemncst sud mont striking issue of
that publication yet issued, containing fine
beautiiul!y colored plates, illustrating dron
modes and millinery. O! value ta young.
ladies having vocal aspirations-is Clamentine-
de Vcre-Sapio's article on Sinc4'ng as& aPrck-
fession. Mrs. Maty Cadwalacrer-Jones puts
ni nch sprightly gond. sensa into a discussion

oftho Abuse et ]Rcadinig. A short niaiy by
IClintan Roses, callod IlTher Lady of, the, Port-i
i-ait " bas a claver finale. A- papoi onIntor-
for Decoration by France Lands, etc. The

1Dolinoater Pnblishivg Co., Toi-ento, Ont.


