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¢ As to closer trado rolations, the Liberals
havo always-been in favor of freer trade with
tho United.Statos, and 1 am proparoed to mnake
an arrangomont with your country for the
froq axchango of such natural produots and
such wanufactured articles as may bo
mutually agreed upon. This question, to-
gothor with those of doep waterwuys and
fisheries and tho coasting trade of theo
1nkes, should,.it appoars to mae, be all taken
up togother and dealt with in a broad,
scrions and comprchonsive spirit, on one
anvil. I obscrve that the bonding privilege
has rocontly bein dissussed in the United
Btates Congresss Lot that question boe taken
up slong with the rest.  Tho alion labor law
of tho Uoited: States, which has created a

deul of unpleasantros, should be in-
cladod. In short lot us have a thorough
undorswanding and botter rolations all round,

There is nothing now in this statemont re-
garding tradoe rolations. It simply affiems
the-willingness of the administration to cater
into aweciprocsl treaty with tho United
States; on. certein specifiod articles. Fvery
administration which hes oxisted in Canada
sincos confederation, has beon willing to do
tho sawa thing, and several unsuccessful
attompts have basn mado to seoure a rociproc-
ity tronty with the United States. The
opposition: has always come from the other
side, aud unless the situation in the Uaited
Stateshas changed considerably, Mr. Laurier
is no more likely to succeed than has been
tho caso with past effurts is this direction.

The mest important part of Mr. Laurior’s
remarks refer to the canal question, at
least 8o.far a3 cantral western Canada 13 con-
corned. In this connection Mr. Laurier ex-
pressed himself as hupeful that a feaubie
scheme would ba found, which would enable
tho iwo countrios to unito to open a deep
water-way from the head of the lakes
through to tide water. His oxact words were
as-follows':

Commissionors have beon appointed by the
Governments of the two countriesto cousider
tho question ¢f & deep water-way systom,
and I am in hopes that a perfectly feasible
schome will shortly bo reported—a scheme
that will enable tho United States to partici-
pato in the work and exerciso a joint control
without in any way compromising the sov-
eroignity of Canada over its own torritory.
It should be a purely business arrangement,
with nothing political about it.

Whils Mr. Laurier hopes that a schome
may be evol»ed upun which tko two cvan
tries can unite, it is really very doubtiul if
tho canals will ever be dealt within this way.
The most feasiblo route for a deep wator-way
is through Canadian torritory, and there
would appear to be littlo reason to beliove
that the United States would bear auy share
of tho cost of opening a deep water systom
through foreign territory.

As to the imme’ ¢ advantage which the
proposed deep wewr-way would be to the
people of both couantries, there is no reason
for doubt, It would certsinly be thegreatest
thing which could bo accomp.ished in the
interest of the western farmors on both sides
of the boundary. It would give them less
froight. rates both outward and inward,
and . remove- the disadvantage under
whioh the western farmers now lebor, through
being situated-so far in the interior of the
continont. It is greatly to be desired that
this groat. water-way-shoald bo opened out,

but Cauada could hardly te expected to carry
out the work and throw it opon to the
United States on the samo torms a3 to citizens
of our own country. At tho same time it
sooms questionablo if tho United States will
onter into a plan for the construction of tho
deep water-way jointly by the two countries,

THE MANITOBA CROP.

‘The August crop bulletin of the Manitoba
departmeut of agriculture bas beon issued
and will bo found on another page uof this
issue. [t bears out what has already boen
roported regarding wheat gown on atubble
land without plowinog, namely, that itisa
failure in most cases, After throwing out
50 por cont, of the area sown on stubble as
worthless, the average yiold of wheat for the
province is placed at 18.57 bushels por acre,
makiug a totsl of 18,565,198 bushols. ‘The
August estimate Jast year was 25 5 bushels
per acre, and a total of 29,139,815 bushels.

The deduction of 50 per cent. of the wheat
sown on stubble from the total area, makes
the wheat avoa for 1896 less than in any of
the three previous years, but greater than in
1892, The wheat area in 1892 was in round
figares 874,0000 acres,1,000,000 acres in 1893
and 1894, and 1,140,276 in 18)3. The aroa
for 1895, after the deduction noted, is 999,-
598, The total aggregate yiold of wheat is
greater than io any provious year except two,
theso being 1891 and 1895, whon the final
estimate was 23,191,000 bushels and 81,775,-
0) bushels respectively. Cunsidering the
reduced area on account of the late spring,
atd the unusual lus: 5 Lail sturms this sear,
thLe roturns aro by no means unsatisfactory.

The total yield of o:ts, placed at 16,633,000
bushols, is greater thean in any previous yesr,
oxcopt 1893, when it was 22,555,000 bushels.
In 1891, the next heavicst year, it was 14,-
762,000.

Tho total crop of barley, estimated at
3,495,460 bushels, is grewter than in any pre-
vious year, except 1895, when it was 5,645, .
020 bushels. In 1891,tho next beaviest year,
it was 8,200,000 bushels.

Flax shows the g-catest falling off, owing
to the reduced arca. The yield is placed at
11.2 bushels por acro, making a total of 288,-
615 bushols, as compared with about
1,250,00) bushels last year.

Voo of the must gratifying features of the
r port is tho large area of land prepeared for
wheat next year. Neow breaking andsummer
fallow total up 111,320 acres, compared
with 8u7.025 acres last year. ‘This area of
441,320 reprosents land already propared for
wheat nest spriog, indizating that tho crop
arca next gear will bo the largest in the his-
tory of Manitoba.

The damage done by hail is shown in the
low avorage yield of crops in tbe south cen-
tral distri.t, whore most of the hail damagoe
was done.

BuITCRIAL NOTES.

W& hope oar friond of the Wicnipeg Fres
Press will not consider The Commercial
guilty of plagiarism, owing to the simi-
larity of views presented in an ar
ticle in this issue of Tho Commercial, ¢

un article which appeared in the Froo Pross:

a fow days ago. We rofer to the article

dealing with Mr, Laurior's remarks to a.Chi-
cago newspapor man., Tho Commarcial
articlo wasin typo boforo tho Froo Press ar-
ticle was published. It is simply a casoof
two gigantio intelleets, oto.
] *
*

THR financial statomont of tho Winnipog
Industrinl Exhibition association is very
gratifying. Tho statemont ahows receipts of
about £25.000 and disbursemonts of about
$21,000. The association will have a nico
little ba'arco to the good, aftor allowing for
s a0 liabilities to mature during the balance
of thoyear, and providing for sinking fund
and iuterost on the $30,000 loan reccived
from the civy.

- L
&

Mnr., Nossez, Japancse consul at Van-
couver, contomplated arranging & plan to
send a number of Japaneso farm laboroms to
Manitoba, to work in the harvest, but he
abandoned the idea owing to the agitation
in British Columbia against the admission of
Chineso and Japanese immigrants. Tho
consul says thero ave about 1,000 Japanesein

British Columbia., In Japan laborers are
content with 25 cents a day.
* *
*

IT is reported in an Ottawa telogram that
tho governmeont will place a sum in tho esti.
matags to cover the outstanding liabilitios of
the oxhibition held at Regina over a yuar
ago. It ‘s to be hoped that this report is
truo, and that these liabilities will bo speed-
ily liquidated. Tho Regina exhibition was
to all intonts and purposes a goveroment
affair, anld the guvernment is murally, if not
logally bound to pay the legitimate claims
against the oxhibition management.

x
* *

THE new miristar of marine and fisherics—
Hon. L. I. Daviws—is already in trouble
with the British Columbia salmon caunors.
Owing to tho late date at which the selmon:-
run start>d this year, the minister extended.
the season for taking salmon tive days. Tho
run of stclmon was very largeand thecanners:
put up a large pack notwithstanding the
latoness of the run. They did not want tho-
season extended, as they feared 1t would have
the effect of depreciating prices, in view of tho-
heavy pack made, The ministor, no doubt:
thought he was giving the packers g bancfit-
in putting-off tho closs season for fivo days.-
This shows the great care with which:
matters concerning trade have to bo handled.
Undoubtedly in this case the minister has
done an injury rather than a good turn to
tho interest ho no doubt desired to serve. In
matters affecting business interssts, it would
often bo better to consult with thoso most
directly interested before makirg a chango.

The Septoembar number of The Dulineator
is the handsomest and most striking issuc of
that publication yet issued, containing nine
beautifally colored plates, illustrating.dress
modes and millinery. Of valuo to young.
ladies bhaving vocal aspirations-is Clementine:
do Vere-Sapio’s article on Singing as a Pro-
fession. Mrs, Maty Cadwalader-Jones puts
much sprightly senss into a discussion
of tho Abuso of Reading. A short atory by -
Clinton Ross, called ** The Lady of’ tho Port-
rait ' has a clever fivale. A: paper onlntor
ior Decoration by France Loeds, ote. The
Delineator Publishing Co., Toronto, Ont.



