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An Ubjeéiibnéﬁle Practice Com-
plained of.

The Commercial has been requested by a
local dealer t publish the following article,
which fiest appeared in the Montreal Trade
Bulletin ¢

We have received a strong protest from a
grain merchant in this city against the
practice of the Girand Trunk and C. P. R.
railway officials giving information to cer-
tain shippers and dealers in the city. in some
cases days before the actual consignees are
notified of the arrival of their goods. Had
the communication above referred to been
couched in less immoderate terms. we would
have published it in full; but in this instance
wo can only state the p trport of its contents
in our own words, The dealerin questicn
cemplained bitterly of the practice of certain
parties taking information - to the favored
few "' overy day, which consists not only of
the arrival of their own produce, but those
of their neighbors. along with tho names of
ths country dealersshipping the goods. This
inf~cmation is claimed to be moss disastrous
t those receivers who are not notified by the
railway officials promptly upen the receipt
of their gods, It is asserted that in some
instances the shippers of these goods have
been communicated with from parties here
before the consignees have been nctified by
the railway companies. Upon making en-
quiries, however, wa find that the railway
companies give information to all receivers
enquiring about their goods alike, without
showing favors to one more than another,
and that if merchants receive any infcrma-
tion concerning other than their own goods,
it is due to parties copying it from the books
while getting the yarticulars of their own
goods; and itisdiffi ult to see how this can
be provented, although receivers, ene would
imagine, should be promptly advised of the
receipt of their merchaundise. so that the un-
due advantage which appears to have been
taken in many cases by the adoption of the
unfair methods above referred to may bo ob-
viated in future. One can readily under-
stand how the interests of consignees may be
scriously jeopardized if certain parties in the
same line of business receive information from
the railway companies relative tothe business
of the rivals, such as the notification of the
arrivals of goods in advance and the names
of the parties who ship them. This latter
informat.on, it seems to us, should certainly
be kept private by the railway comparies,
as it i3 giving away the briiness of certain
merchants to their rivals in trade, which is
anything but right; and we would te in-
clined to doubt if the railway officials are
aware of thisbeingdone. That this informa-
tion has and 18 belng imyarted to merchants
in this city, regarding the goods of ather
parties, appears to be a well understood fact ;
but 1t is quite possible that it is being done
without the knowledge of the heads of the
railways,

Fur Trade News.

The Montreal Trade Bulletin says: ¢ Al-
though the warm weather has not been very
favorable to the fur business, some ship-
1ments have been made by trappers, the
principal consignments being skunk and
racoon but the season is hardly far enough
advanced yet for any large shipmenta. We
quote prices according to quality as folows.—
Beaver 81.50 to 8,50 per 1b; bear skin. laige
%1500 to 825,00, small $8.00 to $10,00; Leur
cib 82,00 10 $9.00, ficher $5.00 to 88.00 ; red
fox 3100 to $1.75 ; mink 65¢ to $2.00 , mukrat,
winter 7c to 12¢, foll do 5c to 9c ; otter $4.50
to §11.00 ; cuts do 25¢ to $2.U0; racoon 1ic
to $1.25 ; skunk 2%¢ to $1.50; tiastern lynx
20c to $8.00; Westepn 15c¢ to $2.75."

A Montreal correspondent writes: ** inthe

raw fur trade practically nothing is moving.
Prices at present are_merely pormal. and are
likely to rule lew in the fature. Advices
from the other side are not promising
at all for any advance. It is uscless to give
any quotations at present."’

At the two days’ sale of sealskins in London
on Nov. 29 and 30 there was a large attend-
ance of buyers, and there was sold 128470
Northwest coast skins, 16.03) from Alaska,
27,300 from Copper Island, and 16,080 from
the Lobos Islands.  The condition of many
of the skins offered was not first-class, sufli-
cient care not having teenta! en in removing
them fron the dead seals. Owing to the in-
creasa in the collection of skins and the trade
conditions, a decline in prices was expected.
The opening demand was directed exclusively
to Northwest coast skins, which declined 20
to 25 per cent., at which figure the competi-
tion was active. All parcels with a good
growth of fur realized the h ghest prices, but
the average was small. The collection of
Alaskaskins brought the usual prices.  Copper
Island and Lobos Islands skins sold at a de-
cline of 18 to 20 per cent.

London fur sales during 1895 will take
place on the followine dates: C. M. Lampson
& Co.'s sales will be held on January 21 to 25,
March 18 to 29, June 10 to 14, and October
16 to 18. The Hudson's Bay Company's sales
will be on January 21 aud March 18 to 21.

The Fur Trade Review has the following
report of the recent London sealskin sales:

The Hudson's Bay company offered : North-
west coast, sal(e({, 28,000 skins; NMorthwest
coast, dressed, 1,500 skins, Culverwell,

Brooks & Co. offered: Northwest coast, salted,
41,000 skins. C. M, Tampson & Co. offered :
Alaska, salted, 16,00 skins ; Copper Islands,
salted, 27,287 skins , INorthwest coast, salted.
40.00) s~ins, Goad, Rigg & Co. offered :
Lobos Islands, salted, 7.000 skins; Cape of
Good Hope, salted, 400 skins,

At the Hudson’s Bay Company's sale,
Northwest Ccast fur <ealskins sold 20 per cent
lower than in Jauwuary, 189f. Culverwell,
Brovks & Company's sale : Northwest Coast
sealskins declined about the same as at the
Hudson’s Bay Company’s sale.

AVERAGE PRICES,

H.B.Co.  C.B.&Co,
Middlings and small...... 45s. 475,
Smalls....... ..... .. 44, 42s, 6d.
Large pups...... .. 45s, 6d. 42s. 6d.
Middling pups............ 48s. 6d.  dls, 64,
Small pups..... ......... 873. 8d. 8ds, 8d.
Extra small pups......... 20s, 8d.  26s.
Fx, ex, small pups..... .. 173, 6d, 18s, 9d.

At C. M. Lampson & Co's sale : Alaskas,
20 per cent. lower than Nov. 1893. Copper
Islauds, 19 per cent. lower than Nov, 1893.
Northwest Coast, 20per cent. lower than Jan.
Prices of Alaskas in November, 1893 : mid-
dlingx‘ 89, middlings and smalls 100, smalls
115.9, large pups 1(9, middling pups 107.9,
smalls and low 72 shillings.

The New York Fur Trade Review says:
*'lhe, raw fur market during the past two
months has not shown any improvement,
but, on the contrary. certain artizles, notice-
ably s« unk and especially opossum, for which
the prospects were formetly regarded as favor-
able, have not met with the expected appre-
ciation, and consequently prices rule some-
what lower, with indications of a further de-
cliue. This condition of the market may be
largely attributed to tho fact that domestic
manuiacturers do not, as heretofore, manifest
any particular interest in the new collections,
as during the pest season they found it u
comparatively easy matter to ubtain needed
supplies of skins from the stocks carried for-
ward from last year. Taking the prices
realized at the recent London sales as a
standark, it would aprear that present values

are higher than is warranted by the state of

the market at home and abroad,  The receipta
of raw furs have bheen much lurger thanin
previous seasons at the sam. date, and con-
aequently thereisa fuirly large propovtion of
early caught or irferior ~kins, necessarily
resulting inalower average in values.™

The Intercolorial Gonferenve.

A copy of the report of Lond Jer<ey to the
British government on the intercolonial cor-
ference at Ottawa is wnid to bo now in posses-
sion of the Canadian government. A perusal
of it shows that no act. al encouragement i«
given to any of the schemes propounded by
the conference.  The trade resolution which
calls for liberty to make preferential trade
errangements nmong the colonies themselves
1 case of the impracticability of preferential
treatment of colonial products by Great
Britain is treated gingerly by Lord Jersey,
who decleres the latter proposition “inadmis-
sable,”” and one which the conference itsell
did not believe would be agreed to.  In fact
the resolution itself was opposed by two of
the culunies represented  To those who have
followed the question, Lord .Jer<ey’s report
consigus buth the fast service and the Vacific
cable to a distant and « ncertain future.

*——

A New Header.

A« if not enongh that som~ of the harvester
and binder wmanufacturers are ‘n sore
financial distress a Kansas mechanic has
inventod and a large concern is manufactur-
ing a ** header " weighing 210 lbs. less than
the lightest pony binder, cutting a tenfoot
swath. and best of all 18 drawn by two horses
instead of being ** pushed " by four horses as
has been the practice. The experimental
machine which cut over a thousand
acres in fine style, is only a country
smith-shop affair but did its work so weil
that a prominent and strong concern has
secured the patent and is preparing a surprise
for the boys,—Farm Machinery.

Winnipeg Clearing Honse

Clearings  for the week ending
December 6, were $1.815,685, balances,
$180,938. For the previous week clearings

were $1,542,21u. For the corresponding week
of last year clearings were 31,206,173,

Following are tho returns of other Canadian
clearing houses for the weeks ended on the
dates given :

Clearings.
Nov. 2lst  Nov, 29th.
SIO,¢§49,24§ 811,549,487

4683815  6.167.151
5415 1,168,795

1560 558 1,595.210

516,218 664,798

Total........ $18,155,247 $21,140,441

————

Why Not?

In ~ommenting on causes for reduction of
prices of wheat and cotton the New Orleans
Picayuve concludes as follows: ¢ It will be
wise to take warning. Instead of dreaming
of the day when wheat will go back to 81 a
bushel, and cotton to 10 cents a pound, it
would be the highest wisdom to endeavor so
to cheapen the cost of production asto make
o profit out of 50-cent wheat and 5-cent cot-
ton. The wise man takes advantage of cir-
cumstances to get the most possible out of
them. It is useless to cry over the good
times that are past. It is necessary to make
the most of the present, That is, indeed, all
that can be doue. Then why not do it.?




