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TH1E CHRIS'IIAN BROTIIEIS-AN OIiDEII 01F SCfl0L.
MIASTERS.

Jiueta lcîfr nincber of Vierry! Engli9l.

The Reign of lerror paissed, and individita Brothers, witlaoit re-
sîainang tie haabit of the lInstatnte, begau agaiîî to open soliouls liere
aud there. lit soîne places II tcse aînplnibtocs ecele8tasties - aven
paved the wayl) for the retiîrti of the pricats, by3 gatlieraag togetiier tic
people and readrng religionis scrviccs. lit 179,J3 Popeo Plus VI. Cave
daani a rally-poiaît by aîppointing as tlacîr acting liead, witli the titlc
of Vicar.Geaieral. Brother Frunieuce, tliù Si.pcrior of tho hoaisu in
Borne. Under this taLla Brother Frumence govcriied the lInstitute to
the end of lais days . for llrotaua Agathin, who laad retired to 'lours,
died of lais hiardships an 1797. Liradîaally tie Brothers reconstittuted
their Coniniities lit Jiyor.s, Bhîeirns, Laonî, and Paris ; and in 1803i,
tliroîagh tho intervenîtioni of Cardinal Feschi, Portalis reported il- thear
favotir totUic lirst Conistl. 'l'le rescitwasit coisular decreoby' wvhiclà
Napoleoiî forinslly re-establislied the Itistittt, a.-Id authorized it to
lix its lieatd-qctiirters ut liyonis. Cardinal Feschi rec.alleui t its ranlis
by letter the Religions wlio hll been scattered to various cluarters by
tie jtevoltitioiî; and li 190US tie scal vvas set on the anarvellotis
resurrectîoîî of tie Congregation by its inaclusioni ai) Napoleoli's liewly.
îorrned liperial University. Thas body %vus created bv tho Eniperor
tu> controi publie edticataoai tlarotaglit the Empire, sud eiadured atter
the Ilstoration, It was a inos providentiai circuiustance, ali ore
ttuat ono vvay, tdiat then lu--titute sliould laave becau adintted tu Uic
Uaiversaty ; scince, iii ail probality, witlaott tie pîrotectiona tlae Brothiers
%vekr thtiý ensbled to obtain, tliey Nvould hava becax iiacludcd aut Uic
conscriptions whilaîc draiiîcd France during the ast agonies of dia
Empire. Aiutlaer hiappy circcnstaiace for the Brotheors tvas tiae
friendship of tlae Abbe Eaiicry, whloso ua)sellii chiaracter wvon the
favour ami recognitionl of Napoleon. Aaay tuait for vhoin entfler
,ŽÇapoleon or Byron laad no sitcer munst assuredly hava possesed tnt cs 1s
aitributes. The last auloialy rernlisiig front tic Revolution days
carnea to ait a i nib81, %vdion Broticr Frunmence dacd, aa'd was scccood.
ed by a rePgt!aily3 coaistttiated Superior an tie person of Brather
Gerbaud.

[is reigui, vhiich extcaadcd tirocagh Uhc greater part of Uie Restera-
taone vvas roar<od by tias trantiference of the centre of the lInstitute ta
1pai.s ; by a scccssfcil conflict againt the atteanit to subject il, t Uie
conscriptioni),sud, still More, bY ai, ardcaocas ztrcaggle %vith th Uinutcial,
or Lancastranu, systcîaa of teachang. Tlaut tlais systein slaocld ever
have obtained G.Jveraaiiiît patronage is an astoiaaslinig exallple of
limitait pronelless ta editeatiomal Ilfads,- Lt coaîsîsts lit making thie
aduit teaclier a mocre lcaad of lacad.anaster, %vitl a general supervisionai
%vhilc thie active teachaag vvas giveai by the more advaticed amng thae
clialdrenl tlicinselves. it was, an faCt, ai, extenasiona of tlae mauaîtorial
systean frona tie rcaiaîa of discipline to tliat of instructioan. Its grain
of trutla as obvions. As al îaatter of fset, the cleverer boy rsa ofteaa
expianti to the chill boy %wist the latter lias failcd ta îanderstaaad front
Uhi mster. So far as sucla assistance cat bc usefial, iL as iiafornahly
sotaglat ini evcry scliool. and rendered ivitlî more or Icss good nature
and gruinahing. But to mutike it a svstean, as 'W eXpeet fr0on) the
juveale teuchaer a sistaiiacd patienice, tact, anal sclf-conîtrol sucla as nao
boy possesses; wlaile the elcnent of authority anîast cvidently ho lack-
îog ant such inastructionî. Net tlais systean was autialy takeon iap by
tlac LioveriiicŽiat, puslacd by the Miiaister, saaactioîîed by tlao Eing,
and prossed on the Brothiers mia thiacr resiîatance involved thlia au a.
vuitable official pcrsccutioa). Several of Uic Christian Schools werc
closed before thie Minister at lengtla gave way, aid sgrced to an
arrr..iagCifldft sanctaoaaed by Uic Ririg. >uarig fImegenceralsl of tic
nex~ - Suporior, Brothter Williamu of Muss, thecstriiggle wvatl tue nuttaal
schaools Nvas contiiwaed. But the leadiiag ceaints of lits brief mIle of
c-aght years %verc the reaaewah of those hoardiîg sc)aools for professioual
aîad commîercial studios whaich liad cxastcd belore the licvoluion, aimd
tlt creation at Rouait of a Normal scliool, iii wliicil tae Brothers
undortook to train secular amasters. Thais Innovation wvas aftcrwards
irnîtatuci by the Goveriient.

Brother Aaclet, wlao stacreeded I3rotlmcr Vil.iarn an 1830, qovcrzxed
for past tlae saine period of years ; but ]lus gcncralshap, tiiongli short,
,,vas fruatful. Ilc laad the Coud fortune ta ho canteinporaaacons waith
tIme Manaster Guizot ; and tîmat votary of eduacation adauircd flinti so
mucli tlaat oialy thec lntailaty of tlac .'liperior proi-cint£d Guizot front
invcstiaig liint Nvit tlae cross of the Legioti of Hionotar. Watliaîi a year
after Brotlicr Anaclots accessioni, a degree compelled the Brothierg tu
pass the exaanliataiais recîuired for secutlar teachiers before thacy could
obtain ticir diplommas. ThIis, %whiicli the historiai) of the Congregation
resents, noa doubt aaatcarahly, as the hoss of a pravilege, serns ta aie iii
rcslaty a gain. I. hittiaugly, 1 tlaaak, uaîauguratcd a peraod dciag %vliich
tliey iverf, to figliL beside, ratiier thaa gaiaast, tic secular teacher.
Tlie law of 1833, by wliîali Guizot dealu. witla the emtire systeai of
clcnenary educataun, ia:cndud to proinote.Uîe saiae resulu.. It u.ooh-
up 1 lies onf ý\ornial sclaools for miasters, wviichli ad beeci ntroduced
by Lue B3rothmers tder the prcvious Superior, and establishcd sucla a
seboal in cvery counitry. lua coasequeacc, Brother Anaclet calledl a

(Joiacral Chiaptor, reviscd thi choeil.hooks af tîao Coaagregation. Miad
iatroducod iaaaproveînoat whlicli iliglit hll) the iiistittnte to liold iLs
place iugaiist its sceclar rivais. Nor wvag Uic Noral sclaool tlîe oîîly
ides wthicli Lîaey 1usd tla o ciour of funiiaig Lu tue Goveibi-iiieiit.
I)uriiag LIais geiueralslaip tlae Brothersî arigiimsted Lliose uiglit selaools
for adlits wlicli hava aiaeu securcd sucla geaieral iaid saicec.ssfuh adop-
tion. M. Gl'aizot at onace disceraod the imiportanice of tic set, fuir-
aislied tlae I3otlirs witla State nid ta cxteiid jus scopie, aud ucoarauged
tho imaitationi of tlacir examuple. li Paris aîloîae tlacir aire iiow at lcast
u.wo liiuaadretl of ticso sclicoîs for )0'ang vvnil<ing ineii.

Brother Phailap, Whlo succeeded Brother Anaclet in 188, gaveraaod
for tic period, îanexaipled silice lelcsd de la Salle, of tliîrty-six
yot ni. [lis iograpulers, indced, call huaii Il a seconad du la Salle,* and

I sgoîaerailslaip, wvhach lasted tihl sfter tlae Commuiane, tal<es tas iato
mioderan tinties ind' tlîe Llick cf thie educuau nat strtighe. He iultiplaed
pxceedaiag thie bouîrdiiîg schioos cf the Coligregatîoîa, and kcpt its
edlueatioaaal iiiettauds ahreast of aIl the reqn ireaaîeîts aud developiiieiuts
of tie day. Iiadced, 1 err iii saying Il us eluicational iaîctliocIs" .I
slild ratlier say tlacir expsansionan sd applicaition. For aiothiig lias
becia more notewvortliy about tic inethaocs so saguiciously elaboratcd
hy Blessed dle la Sail thau taeir tloxibality ; tlaey adjust tilacnselves
anad dillèreiaite thlieslvcs, iii iespoiiso to every chsage of condit.ions,
witl thie v'ital pla3ticiy of protoplasaa. Brother l'hiihip hall to ciaconiater,
and sciccessfcally ecuiitered, ait attcaîapt partially to subject lus
Brothiers ta t 1 e conascriptiona , hie haad aiso to eceintcr aut attack' on
de la SaIle's prutipte tliat the B3rothlers shuld take nu fte fcir the
edlucatioua Uaoy imapartied(. To LIais last attaca hie was eanipelled, by
tlae srbitrary closing of several of thie Charistian Schiools, ta yield
teinporarily, sud uider protest. The Broi hiers contiacad to refuse al
focs for thiersehves ; hait ther Muxicipalîties %vere suzflered ta impose
wliait fées tlicy tiociglit requisite oaa thie cliildreuu's parenats, anid tlaesc
fées thie B3rothers laiaded over to tlae Munuicipal auchioritieli. Brotliçr
Pliilip's mast su.rilcing schaievemeait, Iawc-vor, as the success vvith wvhaîch
hie sprcad thie Iinstittute ici foreigai countries. its prcseut ubiqnitoua
actavity talies its real date troin hais geaaeraship. hIdeed a statesin
said of hiai, Il Thoere is thie aaaking of a iNliuister iii thuat anu" ; aud
si unaiversally wvere hais great administrative tînalities rccognised, thiat
wvhiei the Edîicatioah Lawv of 1850 vvas iii preparatioa lie was called
to serve on tlae extra-Parliamntary Commaissioni cliargpd %vith drawinig
up iLs plait. For a inea, also, dîiring hais supcrior9huip, thae Brotheors
wvorlcod witli great success iii thie service of Ltae prisonas. Thais haal
beau oit) of tîmeir Found. es idens. and they aehaieved a uxarvellans
refarin it the Uicls ciatrusted to tlii. But the outbreak of revolutioa-
ary trouble iin 18.18 put six enîd to thais ; and thie l3rothiers returmaed ta
thiii miore vital wvorhc of eduacatiou. Thaeir suîccess dnring thacir perioci
of emaployuat in prisain work iii, averthîess, flot witaoaxt iLs im-
portant bearing ami thue thieory advocatcd b)y Victor Hugo, aaiuaîg
othaurs, sa eloqciently an the coniclusciona of -Claude Gueux"-tuat
Our pris nus shu113 be nuide anoral siaîucouùa, railier tian moare plkepes
of flouai sîaffcrig. Towards tlae close of Bro.hicr I5hilip 's go,7criiuuaîet
occured tIme episode of the Franco.Germaa War. Aauîdst tlîat cerrible
tinte tîme Brothiers, iin additioni to thacir teachiug, put tieiaîsclves for.
ward iii xaurnhrs for ambulance work ; and Brother Phailip offereci al
luis biouses for the roception of thie wounded. Uni the ove of the BattUe
cf Clauîpigaay, perbsp3 the bloodicat Of thie hattles before Parus dur-
îmag thue siege, 150 of tlae Brothers wero drai up iii lino riear tue
Chmxp de Mars,avaiting to set dû1 for Lime battle-Iiohd. li time confliet,
vhîen cîiey arrived, thaay advanced sa reclalessly uuadar fire, in thme cager-
ness ta suîccaur tIme wousided, thuat Goxacral D5ucrot bald ta order tîmoua
ta standc haclr. At Bourget, vvhich De 'Nouville's picture lias made
meanorahle, ona af thîcir nuanher, Brother Nethline, feul rnortslly
tvoundod. Sa great avas Llacir deoation ut thaîs battle LIant aller iL was
over Dr. Ricord, one of thua most canspicuous amoiir tha ambulance
surgeonas, meeting a Brother, inqaairel :'- Brother, 18 anc ever t,lhowed
ta emibrace yon ?- - Thora is mothiîg ix tua Ruxle agaiaast it1
replied tlac hrotîmer. IlTImon permxit nxo to have tIme lmnour of eux-
bracmng you. You are admirable, you and yours. Tako this kisa
fronat une to Brothior Philip and ahI your Brothmers. amad tell taen thmat
aIl tluîak you iii our naine and tha marne of Franuco." It is8 vory
Frenca, but nbone the lois wacrinly genine bocause tu our iuasular
naotions iL s(eouis a litile thicatrical. At tue close of thie war a public
tribute %,vas paiù, orTrathor twvo public tribaxtes 'wero paia, ta tic hero-
isuua of thue Brothuers. Thmo Amerîcan city of Boston offered a prize
Il to tuie fiuacst exutaiple of patriotisax given during LIme ivar.'" Tue
awardaug of the prize avas left. aitli the Frencb Acadeiaxy, sund that
body decree iL ta tic Icistitute of Bllcssed de 14 Salle. Fiiially, thie
Cross of the Lagiaux of Honour was bestowcd on Brother Phailip. It
avas only Lime turgumnmt tîmat LIme honour ias in reality bestowed an lais
Congrcgatiaua, flot oaa limself, vhaicb overcame lais moclest reluctance
tu accep. iL; and as son as the ceremony was over Lime cross disappeared
front lais hasom, maor did aîay main ever leamu whist bhomme of iL. After
thue siega came the Commune. The Brothmers suffered like ail LIme
aLlier Religions Orders at Lime hiauîda of LIme insurgonts, thmongla they hbail
îaot ta cousummate thiacr sufferings by niartyrdoux. Yet thiere escape
was îaarrow. Twenty- six of theîn were imprisonted aith thxe liostages
ina Mazas, axxd only chance saved them front being massacred with the
rest.

To l'e continued.
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