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CORRESPONDENCE.
VOLUNTEER OFFICERS.

To the Editor of 'I'ng VoroNtreR REvigw :

S, —With roforency toa statoment which
has recently appeared in several of the local
papers, to tho effoct that tho efficiency of
Voluntecr Battalions at Thorld Camp was
found to bo in direct proportisn to the num.
ber of old army ofticers and of Military School
Cadots therein, Iermitmo toremnark that
m the several Volunteer Battalions in Upper
Canada, thore aro but four Licut.-Colonels,
one Major. one Adjutant, and five Captains,
who appear, by their names being in italics,
to havo been old arm7 oflicers; of these,
two Lioutonant Colonels only, and the Adju-
tant were in Camp, I don't think any of
the Captains were; as one Lieutenant Me.
Dowel had been gazotted not six months, and
had not commanded his splondid regiment
when on service at Fort Erie; and as the
other had nevor seen his Corps till ho
marched them into camp, I am at present
unablo to sce how the conclusion as to the
old army officers was avrived at. From the
Military Schools, Volunteer Oflicers were
rigidly excluded for years, and they do not
deservo to bo taunted of—which, however,
I deny—that they are inferior to Military
>School Cadets, who have had to besubsidiz-
cd in order to mduce them to acquire
that knowledge, which Volunteer Officers
have cheerfully paid to attain. I fearlessly
assert that as a class, Volunteer officers com.
pare as favorable in all necessary skill in
commanding a corps with Military School
Cadets ko are not voluntcers, asthey did at
Thorold with the officer who commanded the
rogiment of Her Majesty's forces in camp
there.

Far Pray.

MILITARY SCHUOLS.

To the Editor of THE VOLUNTEER Review.

Sir,—In one of our weekly local journals
of this day I observe with regret, an article
in it copied from the Kingston Wiig, com-
menting very severcelyupon the management
of the Military Schools of these Provinces.
I do not intend for one moment todefend
creating expensive staffs, nor doIknop that
the present one for carrying on these
schools 1s such, but I am perfectly con-
vinced that the idea of disseminating a
knowledge of military tactics thoroughout
our country is most dcsirable, whether the
receipients are old or young; in fact I think
that as youth is the time to mold the mind
more easily, it israther an advantage than
otherwise that so many young fellows do
take a pleasure in attending. In this prac-
tical age there is no fear of placing round
men in squarc holes, nor square men m
round holes, and it would indeed be the
height of absurdity to place these young
Cadets in high posts of responsibility, which
require much worldly experience not to be
atfained by drilling in squads or companios,

yob Iwould not damp tho ardor of tho youth
of Canndn secking the soldicrs avt, for thore
will bo plenty of room for o display of their
talonts in thoe lower grades of our national
army, and as years and cxperionce creop
upon them, they canstep into tho gaps made
by timo and death. In avisit I lately paid
to ono of theso schools I could not help
noticing that the young follows there dril
ling, somo cight in numboer, were from all
quarters of this Western Yrovince, and
would ecarry back with them on their re.
turn home, all tho information necessary to
organizo n very respectablo forco for our de-
fonse, and it redounds vory much to tho
credit of those in power, when they do their
utmost to regulato tho attendance so that
tho country districts may have an equal
share of this knowledge with tho larger
towns and cities, I should be the last man
to sanction training men for service in
foreign armies, at the same time I do not
think it possiblo to legislate for all points,
and tho fact ofmen gaining knowledge here
and there, enlisting in & foreign army,
does not establish anything to the discredit
of the party so doing, for we should be
charitable, and believe that in case of our
country getting drawn into a war, that the
young men who select the army as their pro.
fession, would at once return, and would
most certainly be none the less usoful to us
in our struggles, for having kept up the
information taught them at our expenae.
‘There always have been persons who will
cavil and carp at anything, and beliovo that
nothing is perfect which does not originate
with them, and so I fear 1t will be till the
end of timo; but in theso eventful days it
would be more to anyones credit to employ.
their spare time in doing their all, even if
that amounts but to a small influence, to
help on the various bureau of Government,
rather than holding their laudable offorts
up to ridicule and contempt.

Guelph, March 6th, 1868.
NATIONAL UNIFORMS

To the Editor of the VOLUNTEER REVIEW.
Dear Sir,—Allow mo to make a few ro.
magks upon the Militia Infantry nniform
and equipment. Although the British uni.
form, especially the typioal *‘red coat,”
will, I hope, ever be rogarded with pride by
every loyal Canadian, yetl think upon the
organizationlof a militia system, the Cana-
dian citizen soldiery might have a uniform

Civis.

and equipment more sunitable, as regards .

cheapness, simplicity, and serviceability,
than thoso of the regular army.

The following I would suggest s being
simple, neatand convenient. A light shako,
somothing in the stylo of the French forago
cap, with a front plate and plume. Ashort,
dark groy, tunic of the Austrian cut, that
is, only coming three or four inches below
the belt, faced with red, with ,black cord;
trousers the same, with red stripe; shoes
and black leather gaiters, For winter a

small fur cap ahd an overcoat of the pattorn
at presont issued to the line,

As rogards armis and accoutroments, I
would havo the whole of tho infantry armed
with tho short rifle and sword-bayonet, the
arm, and the manual exercito for it being
much handier and simpler than the long
riflo aad its manual, Tho overcoat, when
not in use, should be strapped on the back,
with straps similar to those now used ; the
haversacks should be of oilskin, and divided
into two or threo parts for mations, a chango
of underclothing, and othor necessary ar
ticles, such as brushes, blacking, &o. ‘This
would ronder a knapsack unimportant. Tho
haversack, thoe strap of which should have
a bucklo for adjusting tho longth, should be
worn on tho left side, and rather to the roar.
The mess tin and water bottlo might bo
mada fit into a loather case to Lo buckled
into the waste belt behind. For carrying
ammunition, I would suggest a leathor
satchel, closing with a spring, suspended at
the right side, a little in rear of tho hip, by
2 broad buckled strap over the left shoulder.
This would hold sixty ronnds with ease, and
be much moro convenient than the clumsy
pouches now in use. Tho satchell, haver
sack, waist belt, sling, straps &c., all to bo
black. )

Infantry supplics somewhatas above men
tioned, and particularly instructed in skir-
mighing and outpost duty, &c., would be
found most useful for tho service, which

would, in genoral, bo required of them.
Essex.

SOLDIERS UNIFORMS.

Lo theEditor of theU.S. Army and NavyJournal.

Sir: Having read in the ‘““Journal” sev-
eral communications on the subject of
“Uniform,"” all penned I supposo by offi-
cers, I have dotermied to see if I could
make myseclf heard as o member of the
“rank and file,”

We don’t want more ornaments, as some
of your correspondents suggest, but wewant
auniform, both * full’’ and *fatigue’’ thatis
not worn {)y two thirds of the boggars, hack-
drives, milkmen, an( canalers, in the land.
Wo are not ashamed of the ““wearing of the
blue;" not. at all, but in a certain measure

-are wo proud of it. I for one am proud to
-have worn it solong, wornit in theold Army,

in the Volunteers, and now, since unfitted
fer dudy in ficld I am proud of it still in tho
tanks of tho Vetoran Reservo Corps. But
itis plain no soldier who has any of the

- true soldier in him, can go outside of his

own barracks without havinghis pride some-

what taken down when he sees tho counter-

part of his uniform on the back of half the
mendicnr:ts or woodsawyers ho meets.

I am suro that this is-one’ great causo of
dissdtisfaction among the very class of sol-
diers who arothe best men in the ranks.
In civil life you could net expect & man to

‘willingly and cheorfully work at a business
-if the everyday circumstances connected

with it tended {o lower his self cstcem.
How then can a soldier be expected to feel
satisfied at secing parts of his dress worn by
all those who cannot afford to get & better
dress ?

Somo one may-say youy must not oxpect
tosce a chango as long as the Government,
has such & surplus of clothing on hapd, [f



