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‘Tho Porismouth, sa'\\-i;-g—s\d(;; Of\'-v'\l_,\'-’llhl

a Jight battery, is obsent surveying thoj
Pacitioc ocean. Being engaged in o poaceful
r arsuit, shois unprepared  for war, and in
caso of hostilities wonld bo an easy prey to
somo one-gun steamer that could take posi*
tion and cut her to pieces,

Four of the sailing vesscls are stora sinps.
The Idaho, Luilt at an expense ol £500,000,
is lying at Yokohama, Japun, good for o
thing, and has been orderc.l, sold, and the
money turned into the Yreasury.

Four of tho sailling vessels uro used a8
practica ships at the Naval Academy and as
ordnance vessels; but none are in conditton
to g£o o war,.for want of steam powor; hnd
although noted 1n the register ag carrying a
certein number of guns, they are, in some
cases, not armed, at all, and in others havo
only unservicablo ordnance.

All the old ships of tha line, once so for-
midablo, are used us receiving sbips. 'Thoy
aro mostly gone to decay; ave untit for sen;
»and it would be untise to expend money
on them, ns no officer would wish to com-
mand such vessels in time of war.

When Ericssson Luilt his little Monutor
and it was launched o g2rinst the plated ves-
sel Merrimac, all thy wuuaen ships of the
Jine went to cover, us sportswen Siv.and
from that day ¢o this no vesselswl thut aind
have beon used for Mttlein forcign navies,
All expericnce seam. .. sew now useless a
sacrifice it must bo to bimg these aucient
structures into action against the cbickly-
plated war vessels of tho present day. Had
we vessels of thiskind nowwith sieam power
we should probably use them from sheer
necessity, as wo did unfit vessels during the
war of the States, whe: the indomitable
spirit 9 our officers 1 .dertook the most
difficult enterprises &t succeeded, to tho
surpriso of all Europ~. whose oflicers pre-
dicted certain defeat.

Wo have no right «. uslt wmen to_sacrifice
themselves when wo deny them \ﬁp means
to insure success, Naval oflicers do not
fight for plensure, but from a stern neces
sily and the orders of th.ir Government.
‘The Navy was not made «s an amusesient
for naval oflicers. but {0 protect the konor
and interests ef the liepublic when assaded
by forcign arrogance; and if we expect sue.
cess wo must give the Navy the means ofac
complisking it. .

Wo send our oflicars to schodlat anannuai
expenso of $120,000, and ediicate them to
tho Lighest profossional standard; thatis,
wo educata tham to be killed in delenceo of
their conulry and make them feod for gun-
porder. Wa expect thom 1o connuer or die,
und woo l.e to the oflicer in command of a
5-gun ship who should be obliged to strike
his flag ts an enomy of four times his force !|
‘The nation, inits humiliated vanity, would
nevgr forgive hin,  Wo gxpect everything
from naval officers, and yet deny them tho
meaus (o aocomplish the ends in view. It
is liko telling & man to walk the rope across|{
Niagara Falls, aud  giving ' him athread to)
walk on. )

L witlnow refer Lo our iron clad Navy, of
which s> mucl: has been sad and so much'
repeated. Constant allusions nre mado to
tho great cfficicney of this part of our naval |
forco anl the wonders o bo accomplished,
by thew farmidableguns. Thero stand on tho!
Navy Register 38 vessels of tlus class, carry
ing 121 guus, and were they really good:
vessels this would bo n formidabloe forcos |
but they weie built without due considera-
uon of what thoey were to acsomplishs.

Osiginally intou-ted for coxst aud hubor
defence, they have been mado to do the
duty of sea-going vessels, for which they ave
utterly unsuited. . . .
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Aecapitulation shows that out of 121
zun3 named in tho Rogister, wo can count
on fourteen guns now and fourteen guas
more in four months' time.

Among tho vessels reclconed availablo are
tsventy~sovon tugs, such as you may seo any
dayin the Delaware or New Yorlk harbor,
tugaing merchaunt ships to tho sea. Thoy
vary in size from thirty to threo hundred
tong, end sone aro built of wood, others of
ivan. ‘Tho Polarislostin the Arctic oxpedi-
tion, still figures on the Navy list, and other
tugs are omployed in towing vessels in and
out, ot running frony the Navy-yard to tho
powder station. None of them are-fit to
carry anything larger than a howitzer, and
féw of themn lirve any speed, For want cf
better vessel several of the tugs bave been
fitted as torpedo boats, and one or two used
as despatch vessels gt Xey West; but guch
craft do enterinto the number of war ves-
sels, and their namos on the Register only
serve to deludo peoplo with theidea that we
have ar cffective Navy. .

In the above statement you have tho facls,
whioh can easily bo verified by a reference
to tho reporis’ of the Seccretaries of the
Navy since 186!, in whichall these things
are-set forth, and they are particulary noted
in the report of tho board of which Rear-
Admiral  Goldsborough was president in
1861-'62. 1tisa humilialing story to tell,
aad it looks as if somo ono had neglected his
duty, hut as Congress bas made no appro-
priation whatevér for the repair of these
vessels. Jor to supply their places, wo must
conclude that the Navy Departmentis not
_to Llamesy but -the blamo is with us. The
maguificent bubblo of ono hundred and
sixty-seven ships and twelvo hundred guos
has been pricked, and the indisputable fact
reaining that wao have only o Navy on paper,
and it has required herculean cftoris on the
oceasion of the Cpban imbroglio to get o few
-ships Lo sea to maintain tho honour of the
flag, which is on the ocean in the keeping of
our Navy. Out of ali our shipsafloat when
thesa tronbles brokeout wa could only com-
mand' thirly seven vessels, carrying 530

L guns, in the European, North Atlantic, and

South’ Atlantic swaters, to recall which would
leavo our commerso in ease of war at tho
~mercy of the smallest privateer theSpaniards
could send to sea,

TROP. GOLDWIN SMITII ON THE UNI-
TED STATES ARND CANADA.

———

Tu tho session of the Traces-Union Con-
gress, held at Shefliold, Banglaud, on Jan 14,
Lrof. Goldwin Smith made the following ro-
marks in tho course of 2 long address: —I
can tell you what haus foll under my observa.
tionasa resident on the other side of tho
Atlantic. If thero aro any gentlemen hero
who met mo tho other day at Bradfordin a
small privato conference, they will excuso
my zdverting again to the circumstances
svhich I mentioned there. I am a professor
in the university founded by Ezra Cornell.
Tho umversity was founded for tho special
benefit of the warking classes, in the hdpe
that it may form the ladder by which tho
sons of toil may mount from manual labour
to thiohighier work of tho intellectual world.
When I ad nothing more {o do hero I felt
that I could not devote my labour 1o any
better object than that. I have had sevoral
applications from young arlisans in this
country who wished to emigrate and enter
at the Cornell University. 1 have not ven-
tured 1o encourago thoso aspirants, and for
this reason, that the faclis tho intellectual
traders aro very much overstocked in tho
now world. That was my reason, and not

becauso I had {ho slizbtest doubt they
would receive tho warmest welcome, the
kindest treatmont. in tho university found-
ed by EzraCornell. Mr. Cornoll had & schemo
vory much at heart for the combination of
manual labour with university educition

That scheme bias not borno so much fruit as
ho expected, though I confess it has borno
as much fruit as I oxpectod. It has not
failed, but it has succeeded in a lesser man

ner than its founder hioped. ‘The reason of
its partial failuro is not that there is any
feoling whatever against the combinstion.
Whatever may be the faults of our socioty
in the new world, labour thero is sincerely
honoured ; thero is no man in tho highest
socioty of the United States or Canady who
does not feel pround of having sprung from
the ranks of labour, and glad to point to it
escutcheon. At Cornell University I have
had students at my history lectures in their
working dress, and when they haye taken
honours at tho university I have observed
with pitasure that they wero grooted by
their follow—students with enthusiastic ap-
plause. ‘Tho reason why the scheme did
not succced to tho full extent intended is
simply this—that you cannot, except in
very rare iustances, cffectually cowmbine
hard manual with hard intellectual labour.
Labour of all kinds draws upon the same

fund of nervous energy, and when you havo
exbausted yourself by working with tho
hands you need recreation. You cannot
pass to tho superior work of tbe brain.
Still the schemo has leftits impress at Cor-
nell University. It gave {o us a distinet
complexion, of what 1, as one of the profes-
sors of that university, am proud. ‘Tho rich
do not come to us with their Juxurious
tastes and idlo propensities. It is a poor
man’s university, and there is no university
in the world where the poor man can get his
education at 80 small o cost and at so little
expenso to his feoling in the way of humilia-
tion. Therefore, Iam glad fo call myself
professor of this university, and feel thatin
devoling myselL, to its prosperity Iam ear-
rying out that which, in company with my
friends here, [ pursued during my residence
in England. Theso are tho facts. I wish
to mention, in the ycar afier my arrival
thero camo to mo a, parly of fourteon
Euglish artisans and their families. I did
not invilo them. Yshould nover venturoto
tako upon myself to invito any of them to
cmigrate, because I know too well that
cmigration, though its resuit may be moat
excelleSt, at first brings amaninto hardship
and disappointment. I know the first ho:irz,
wocks and month3 of the emigrantaro often
hours, weeks and months of dispondency
band for longing for his own home. Thero-
foro I did not venture toinvite these arti-
sans; but Ezra Cornell came into my room
ono day with newspapers and said: *I see
that owing to the distressin tho kuilding
trades n number of men in theso trades arc
out of employment in London. Write and
te!l them there is worle for‘them here.” I
wroto acoordingly mentioning 2 smaller
number than be had told me, rather fearing
tho result, but still ’fecling that I was bounu
to carry out his beneficient intentions. ‘Tho
result was that fourteen artisians agreed to
como out to work on thoe buildings of that
umversity. Boforo they started from England
a breakfast was given to thew, at whicn wss
present Mr. Mundella—a man who is always
to bo found whero kindness is to bo shono
and honour dons to labour; a man who is
not like many men whomade their fortunes
by labour, who soparated themselves from
tho labour by which thoy roso and passed

into tho lowor ranks of tho aristocracy. lia,
remnined in tho heart o truo workman.



