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THE BRAVE OLD PLOUGH.

A song to the plough, the brave old plough,
Thas hath roled the wide world o'er, ;

For life andgood fare on his strong steel share
Shall depend for ¢¥ermons ;

There is st.:enz&h in-his heam, as the tolling team
Tyrns the furrow 80 long and deep,

Whlhe it mellows the sod, we have trust in God
That His promise he will sarely D

ThoRa Resh e plonah e bevecid oz,

ho 1ations ;

A!‘l% glory as now wn%he bra%% old plough,

Whan a thousand years have flown.

s Deand the world Wit tarough §
Was e wWorl
When the king's broad hall and the cottage smali
Of a Christmas never knew; .
Ailg many 31: along the thhww :
vé hun striving lain; - )
They are dead—thq)y are gong,. to en.rth"l bosom
) born [ S FE L RIS OF S SR I e e
But the piough, it still doth reign. )
Then God spesd the plosgh, the brave old pleugh,
‘Who hath fed all nations, ggxe;
4And glory as now to the brave did plough;
- When a thoussdd ye#ra bave fown, . .

Thou hast seen the tine, bn.mapy 8 olime,
e T e T

Bx °f§ol§ﬂ nlge ‘gn‘sﬁ aﬁ‘slrnt‘iod‘ hakt A:éeh the day

The Fighteous somun socr 1o DIk TeN e e,

Chon Godpesd the DlopEh, the brave oid plaughi,
‘Who hath for all m&-gone‘i IR . :

ing chime

3y
And may: now eneircle the plough
When a “o;{’s;ad years hath flown. - -
r U TACTIOS.
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(Confinusd from puge $1) .
. Thm tactical - position of. feld artillery in
modern wsr—gqﬁ %ﬂ, -seppd 1o have been
understood by the ¥rench, who laboured in

the late campaign under:the disadvantage | fi

of possessing@"gan - whiclr was too heavy,
and yetJoarriad: tpe-Jight aprojeetile, . The
- Prussians byg ,%h‘; liﬁn. galloper éuns, “-
~ pounders) into the fiéld, as well 4s 61b: guns
~ capable of thrdwing a 181b.shell. - Iaall the
‘1 @iitly battles the Germankoutnumbered the
French in guns in @ larger ratio than in men.
Up to 1866, dthe- arxi}ler‘{ of the Prussian
Guard slaone fired shrapnel with a time fuze.
In 1870 shitapiiel was fiféd ‘from the guns of
position even, and the timas fuze could be set
to explode at 2,000 odd paces. No solid
round shot were used, spd we may here re.
mark that this @:t_ acilitates the growing
habit of diminishing the distance batween
. infantry lines of attack. ‘The German per-
~ cussion shell was conical ; and even when it
© did not burst on striking the. sofi ground,
there naturally was no * ricochet.” This
seems a disadvantage. The Napoleonic idea,
“of massing artillery is & thing of the past.:

Battles in the open country, sich-a¥ ‘the:
latter ones of the cgmpaigh, ‘when'the rellef .-

of Paiis wi= attem, , ecommenced, withan
artillery duel. ‘The defending army is more
or less hidden from view; the

foroe has to face the firs of = hithden - skir

mishing Yine, at 4- mianifest- disadvantage.
.Thé gun possesses a longer -range,.than the
rifle, therefore artillery passes to the front,
and, at 1,200 yards range, searches and
shakes the tnfantry ‘posttion. For this pur
pose the guna.of .the division, as it were
skirmish by batteries properly escorted.
Horse artillery, with a cavalry escort. pro

bably makes an effort to turnor enfilade
the unascertained ‘position, and whatever
movement the sasailant makes the defender
counters. Aftera time the infantry forges
ahead, and the’ disposition of the artiilery
must needs oba,:i&%’; it establishes itself on.
heights, in ordér.to fire over théinfantry, or
it takes ground:ioaflank, s0 'as to sweep
obligriely acrods the'front. . The great want
.16 an -escory,: both mobile and: éffective, to
give guus freeddin of action away from the
main Army. A certain number of guns may

_| tem of cavalry reconnoissance was the great

| power to discover that a dragoon's horse, in
1 the (er,sent, day, ought to be frequently

-| mounting, " except to give a signal. This

, | néver were placed in the feld.
the attacking |

- winter c:;mnggn—ﬁthapks to. the quadruped

F ery for light men on swift horses.

be employed in disturbing the comfort of
the reserves, but artillery on the flanks can
alone give material assistance to the attack-
ing line. The Prussians have one Jager bat-
talion 1o every corps. A company of these
men, lightly equiped and trained to rapid
movement, makes an admirable artillery
escort. Dismounted dragoons were not thus |
made use of ; but although a complete ays-

hit of the campaign, German cavalry is sadly
behind the age in many respects. The ma-
terial is excellent, but by no means made
the most of ; -for instance, the dragoon was
armed with a.; breech loading carbine; on
outpost duty, the - lancer, with a pistol, was

ually, if not more formidable. “What did
$hie Yast prové” : Certafrily not that a lancer
is s servicanble vidéttalt but that the dra-
goon peutralized the advantages of & breech-
loading rifie fire arm, by a total ignorance of
the'way to employ'it, In the first place the
‘weapon {8 ‘A very poor-one, and in the second
itW4és fired from off the horse’s: back. It
«doeg . ‘not . require .very acute . perceptive

used as'a 1dcomotive, designed ‘to transport
‘tharkéthen’ with the- utmost rapidity from
‘place to place,: ‘The proper defence for ar-
-illery will be the dismounted light dragoon.
A dragoon should never fire without dis-

fact ealls for no demonstration. . If it were
'not the writei’s intention to devote a chap-
ter gxelusively to modern cavalry, the Ger
man giant, in shot-proof armour on his six-
teen hands of undefended horse fiesh, should
nd his cuirass a poor protection aguinst the
pen, even though it may have turned halfa
dozen spent bullets during a six month's
war, , .
If the modern "horseman 'réquires, * ‘s
triplex 'circumpectus,” in additlon to the
oovering already afforded by his horse's head
from projeotiles fired a4 & Jower level, lot no
time be lost in the composition of acavalry
dirge. T
That Gernian cavalry will be handled ina
different manner in the -next campain, the
writer feels confident ; but:in 1870 their only
marked success way outpost duty and Cos-
sack manwuvrs. It was achieved under the
‘most exceptional circumgtances. never like-
ly to'récur.. Greek did not meet Greek. The
resultds, therefore; unreliable, and must
et be quoted as a precedent for war. The
‘writer is aware Lhat this'is not the generally
réceived opinioti. ' In high places an opinion
has beén expressed favourablo to heavy
davalry$:.and, unjuestionably, a finer body
:0f men and borses than the Cuirassier regi
.mentaof Prince Frederick Charles’s army,
In the first
‘place, thé horses were well up to the weight
of the enormous men on their backs; thejr
.dondition was admirable all through the

baving enjayed lixury designed for bipeds.
If 8 German horse soldier could find no
stable, ke made useof a ‘“‘sajon’ on the
ground floor; but, except under unayoi

able circumstances, the horse was neithgr
oxposel to damp nor cold. This care, add-
ed t> a liberal "supply of  grain, will gl
ways keep up ocoadition. Then, again, ex-

copt when in contact with men whoge pro- |-

per position was.on lo rd ship, what resis.
tance did the German cavalry meet with st-
ter the capture of Sedan? There is no raa-
son to suppose that the cuirass was n’nyt%~
but an encumbrance. It was a case of han-d
dicapping & horse for a walk aver. The

wrjter by no means joins in the pogular ont-
‘ es. ' A dragopn
should be a strong, ‘mussular, long limbed

man ; and his horse must be able to: carry
him. Hussars may be lighter men ; but the
light man must trust to his fire-arm more
than to his sword ; and his sword should bé
made exclusively for pointirxﬁ.‘ The writer
remembers an instanoe of a « light weight *’
on & thorough-bred making a laudible effort
to diminish the number of mutineer Sepoys
by one; he delivered * cut one’ on the
head of a réceding black-skin, and  was re
warded by a mardonio smile. The resulf
would have been different. (may be. in this
instance less satisfactory,) had the point of
a straight sword been directed towards a
fifth nigger-rib (for the writer had ‘always a
shrewd suspicion that the thick head belonz-
ed to an officer’s servant or 8 mess :¢0ok.)
The German ouirassier has. a magnificent
straight sword, and his great muscular
strength and long reach would make'hini a
very formidable antagonist, if he had' only
loft his armour at home. The :writer.was
informed that the ocaptared Chassapat, car
bine was served outon the field to cniras-
siers, but he is unable to vouch for the fact.
At the battle of Vionville, the Tth Cuirassier
regiment charged and took a Frenoh. bat-
tory by surprise. Withadmirable dagh and
presence of mind, the regiment passed on
over an escorting battalion of infantry, and
was afterwards checked by a fire -of & mit-
railleuse battery, - Out of: 490 sabres, 147
only live to boast of the exploit. . The oap-
tured battery and the spread-esgled baita-
lion took ample revenge on thé relreating
horsemen. o Coor e
The shot-proof cuirass was found wantiag
and even the long sword had bui.a. memen,
tary triumph. What a very barmless thin
& charge is, even of heayy cavalry? ’i)iﬁ
the heaviest kill thirty men st Balaclava ?
Certainly not more. - It is sure’ they kilted

“ten? - Peradventure, not:more Ahan. five
‘died. Cavaley, will only . form. part. of the

tactics

! line of battle in small numbers ; and

‘a8 a rule, a ‘singlé regimeént’ should attack

by wings, or fi‘operi colutirns of squadrons.
A single line of cavaly,. advanding: without
‘one or more sUpports, may be.called a false
movement. . The future tactics of cavalry in
the general llne of an agtion wiil ‘partake of

the nature of hide and seek..: Thévtetically,

Gavalry will_be' well pldced in :achéllon. on
the exposed flank of an army. (on, the defen-

sive) near enough to. be brought to they .
front by signal, when the enemy’s firé waxes

weak. -

- Did the cavalry in any early action of the
campaign engage infantey without sustaining
& loss out of all comparison to adyaptage
gained ? The French 8th and 9th Guirassier
regiments made a supreme effort in the ‘re-
treat from Woerth ; but wliere are they now?
Prussian cavalry headed back Bagaine’s first
effort to escape from Matz, without severe
loss ; but how, many Cpasseurs . survived
Sedan ! No! Cavalry myst hot be used as
in those fabulous good old 'days. Their

presence is:no less needful: on: the battle-
field, but-the revolying bolt is & most pro-
_saic but: effectual - suppressor of dashing

)

heedless chivalry. C
with intelligence. ‘ To thake s ‘vidette of

‘skirmishier: of a- linoer 4w a. closé. soountry

would not be a proof of intellepy, Jf riflemen
exi’?;ed. a Lo :
. as regards the ‘more important tac-
tics o‘(’ infatfg';' 1870 afforded }ﬁgir‘:‘atanoe of
columns facing -dolumns. | Tho Germaps, -
with all their experienge, adhera to polumn
attacks. The French, who after all, were

once good soldjers, and will baso no doybs

agaid,’albo 2dhered to their columus. Are.
‘we, Inexperienced Englist, justified {n blind*

ly preaching the doctrine of deployed; lines !,
The British was onoe the ly soldjer with aos

avalry ‘must be handled

;
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