THE LITTLE FOLK.

GRANDMAS NEW YEAR PARTY.
DY NARDARA YECUTOX.

The children had had suoh a good time dauring the last two
weeks. They 2aid they had never enjoyed themsclves 8o much at
any Christmas season, aud declared that of all places in the world
for & holiday, grandma‘a bouve was the jolliest. In the first place
it was very large, and full of unexpected staircases and lendings
and halls, leadiog to quafntsbuped rooms of all sizes, whem
grandpa and graodma's children and grandchildren and friends
were welocine to make as much fun and noise as they plessed and
1o enjoy themaclves in their own fashion. Thero werea plano, &
viollo and a banfo for thoac who could pisy oo them, games of ail
sorts, and books without number, fairy tales, travels, bistories and
storles of other boys sud girls, intcresting enough to please any
body 3 but of all, however, was the garret, & large open space,
lighted by come funoy looking ronnd listle windows which thy
boya called *¢ port-boles”

Here, at tha top the honss, the children bad good times indeed,
here they played ** Indiaos,” ¢ Desort Istsnd,” **Tug of War”
end gymossiom, beld receptious, mads atump specches, fired off
guos loaded with caps, and shot arrowa out of the  port-holes
at imaginary foes

There were ten children, {acladiog tall Murray, fresh from bis
milltary achool, and baby Karl, who was juat elevea months old,
#0, as Uocle Rollle said, it was a fortunate thing that they bad tbe
garret and the yard in which to work off some of thelr exuberant
spirita or there xonld have been o liviog in the house with them,

The days batween Christmas and New Year pazeed very swiftly
acd pleasantly to the young peoplot picture galleries, publio
balldings and musenms came fn for & share of their attention, and
the days and evcnings passed by on golden wings, until New Year
Evo {or ss grandma sud grandpa called it, Old Year Night) came
ronnd. A whisper Lad gone abroad, how it atsrted no one could
tel}, that zeandma intended giving & New Year party, thoupk the
childrea had hessd ol no iavitations being issaed, bat when on
Wedoesday morniog at bgeakfast the old Iady said, “Childeen I
should like to wee you all in my room, in ball an hour, I want to
tell you of somsthing which I bave planned for tumorrow evening,”
adzlightod amile flasbad round the table full of children, each ozs
luoked at the other, and nodded as mauch as to say, *‘Didn't I tell
you 301" while Douald waved his papkin over his heed with
¢ Harrah for grandma$* a cry which tho children, the uncles,
anutics, and grandpe himself joined io, until the room fairly raog.
“Oh1 hash | you foolish children,” rried grandms, smilfog and
blushiog all over her still pretty face, *“or you'll briog a mod
about tha home.*

Belore the balt bour was op, the childven were all {a zrandma's
room. Upcle Roilie was there too, he was the youngest of the
uotles, hardly more than an overgrown boy, and & great favcurite
with every one, The children gronped themselver about the old
lady with &o alr of expectation.

s Children.” began grandmas, * I intend giviog a New Year
w“..n

« Aa.hl” breathed her delighted andience.

4 Tre gueats will be strangers to Jou all,” contfoued the old
1ady, “and 1 must sk your kindly help nod coartesy i eotertain.
fog them.  uey ara little cash.qirla and cash-boys, who are em.
ployed in storss oa this atrect and on the avenue near by. ILhey
are henesz, hard.working chiliren who seldom havo & holiday, and
oeversuch good vimes as you bave bad the past week. God baa
been very good to us all, and while the joyfalnezs of tho Christ.
Child s birttday is atill with us, I thoaght ws wonld pess alozg %o
thete brave littlo workers, some of ¢ the jolly times® aa well as the
* ;204 will"of which we may bavd more than oar share.  Will you
help my New Year party to go off well, girls and boya?”

There was a mowment of aurprised silsace, this was not whay
they had expected j then before anybody conld apesk, Uncls Rollie
el his chair by the window and golog awifily to grandma’s alde
took her band and kissed it.  **1'll be glad to help you, mother,”
be said, and Hope told Naanle alterward that she koew there were
teara in his eyes,

“J'a help you too, grandma,” cried Marray atanding very
atraight and tall before the old ledy.

 And 1," ccled Enle,

# Ax’ 1 too, gremma.” pat in Roasell

©And 11 and 1! asd 117 cricd a choros of volces, and ar
grandma anlolded bor plan thair fatereat grew as deep avavenake
conld haws dasired.

At {oor o'clock on New Year aftaraocn, the little guests beman
#o arrive at the big bourw, In twos and thress; palafally shy ad
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Brat, but Uncle Rollle ard Elsle answered tho hell themselves
greeting the little people with kindly speeches, while Auat Nors
Helen and Donald had such pleasant funny things to say while
hats and boods and caps wire belog taken o, that  only needed
grandma’s bright smile of welcomo to set. the nowcomers quite at
their ease.

Grandma's children and grandchildren were always very much
{n carneat over whatever they undertook to do, and none the less
80 on this occasion, #o the big parloura soon re.echosd with shouts
of merriment and laughter, They danced, those that could, they
played all aorts of gumes, oven ¢ QOats, Peasc, Boans” which
grandpa started as *‘the farmer,” taking in grandma as **the
farmer’s wife,” and they ¢‘clapped their hands and stamped their
feel ” after the most approved fashion, amid peals of laughter from
everybody.

About balf past six o'clock, annt Kats played the *f Weddiog
March,” and grandpa led off the procession with a small bright.
eyed littlo cash-girl of twelve yaars, grandma tollowed on the arm
of a delirats boy of about the sams age, the children of the hounse
each offering an arm to m boy or girl visitor until all were in line,
Maurray and uncle Rollie belng last with the smatlest partuers they
could find, which increased the fun and lsughter. Roupd and
round they went keeping time with the musio, then through the
hall to the dining room at the back of tho house.

I wish youn could bhave seen the tableful of good things which
graudma bad provided for her little **ohildren of the poor” 8uch
roast beef and lamb ) such richly browned turkeys and chickens !
such rosy ham § such celery and cranberry sauce ] suck delicious
home.made bread |  Tbechildren atoas if they thoronghly enjoyed
every mouthful—as very likely they did—and grandma whisyered
to grandpa, *‘ It is really bean:iful to ses ths way those grand-
children of ours are waiting upon thelr little guests, X feel proud
of them,”

After the solids came oranges, jellies, wholcaome cake, apples,
nuts, raisins, and favonrs, which lags created much {nn among the
children. Auother procession was tormed and ail marched vack to
the parlorswhere a surprise awaited them. Oa a raised platform
at the end of tho back parlor stood afat rosy Santa Claus, whose
eyes twinkled, 2nd whose generonaly-sized mouth langhed over his
long scowy beerd in a {s:thion that was infections, Santa Claus
carried an immepse pack on hix back which appeared to be well
stufed. A table back of him: was slto piled up with things which
were hall concealed under a cover. Near Santa stood a youth
about fifteen, whose erect beasing reminded one of Jlurray. He
was enveloped in a looss white robe, gracefutly drawn up on oue
shouider : be wore a litlle white nask, and on his head was a
vartow crowa on the front of which were the figures 1597,

As awon as the children wero in order, Saata Claus mads s
speech ; hie said be was sorry to have come after Chbristunas, which
was his special season, bat he hoped that the yonng people wero
glad to see bim, neverthelass. He had travelled some distancs
since morping, and at his time of life, & journey was a journey,
oven with fast relndeerand a comfortablesleiph, a0 on that account
as well a3 out of complimeat to the New Year on whots tize be
had eocroached, he would ask younsg 1597 to hand ont afew parcels

which might be of interest to some of the yonag people present.
Thea to untied bis pack, aod yon never saw such a lot of packages
and queer-shaped bunales as it contained!  Santa gave each
packsge 10 tho grace{ol New Year who read off the name written
onit, aad then handed ic to the little Loy or girl vinior as they
approached.

Qoo conld scarcely hear for tho babel of eager voioes which
fillea the rooms. For once the small huniness men aad women had
Zorgotten tho atern reslities of life which had crushed so much ot
the baoyznoy of cailabood cut of them, and wers as bappy as
<hildren cuntd ba over the toys, games, books, and eandy, oy
nothiog of 150 inbumerablo usetal presente, which Santa Clans had
40 freaiy beatowed by the hands of yooog 15807, Overcosts, warm
flanncls, decases, capes, hate, caps, shuer—it wonld be imponible
to telf you of all, bat 1 know this, Saots Clats was 8o tired by the
time the presenta wors all distridbuted, that after singing a {ondy
Jittle good-nign. verse ho was glad to accept the New Ygl!'l arm,
limplag off tno atage with ag exaggeration of lamoness toat vastly
amased hix 2odicnce.

\While the littls tolks were gotting cooled off, grandpa told
them a atory about New York city as it was in bis young days.
By 1bs Ums tho atory was eoded 1he new possinioss which Santa
Ctaus bad brooght, were made up into buudiess and packages by
the older folks, then hats and cloaks were dcaned, and after thank-
{oR their kind eatertalaers for the **good time™ they had bad, the
littio csad pirls and cash boys went home to relate the wonderfol
orenta of the evening, and 10 cocer the hearts of tired, dispirited
wmotbers and fathers wiak the sight of the warm comloriadle
clotaing which had been given them, lifting & waight of care and
anxisty off mors than on3 overLurdened heart S0 grandma’s
party acoomplished two ends, 1t gave the children & beightapot ia
thesr lives 2o 100k back o, and iz touohed the hearis of the patents
as woll. Az to the gracuonndren—Danald wniced ths seaticents
of alt when bhe declazed—~""\WWell 1 Lepjuyed Cortstman Day "sienmly
bat I do think greadma’s New Year Farty went abead ot asythiog
we've had before—and 1 hope aha'il bave another Cas DXt year.”




