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of the policy remained unaffected by anything that
had o srred m the meantime.  As the dispute was
created by this lady signing a document, which as-
sicned the policy, it would be unfair to give her the
vosts of the proceddings of the Rolls Court. Each
of the parties would have to bear their own costs of
the Rolls Court proceedings, but Mrs, Lavender hav-
ing succeeded in her appeal was exntitled to her costs
of proceedings in this Court as against the varius

partics,
-——————

THE QUEBEC EDUCATIONAL BILL.

The Bill introduced into the Quebee Legislature
dealing with the public school arrangements of this
I'rovinee is scarcely of the character hoped for or
anticipated by the friends of educational progress,
The hope was that the measure would be designed
to raise the standard and efficiency of the schoals of
the Province for securing which more liberal pro-
vision is required for the teachers and the general
cquipments of the schools, The leading feature of
the Act is the creation of the office of “Minister of
Pablic Instruction,” who will be a member of the
Government in power.  He will have “The adminis-
tration and management of evervthing which con-
cerns public instruction.”  He will be empovered
“to sclect the books, maps, globes and plans to be
used in all the schools ont of those approved by eithar
Committee of the Council of Public Instruciion.”
He will also have authority “to acquire the copyright
of books, maps and other publications,” e is to
have also the power “to suspend any School Inspectar
who refuses or neglects to abey any of his orders,”
Amongst members of hath the Laberal and Conserva-
tive parties there is felt to be a fear that the proposed
svstem would tend to give a political aspect to the
management of the public schools of the Provines.
It is feared that, whatever party were in power, there
would be an opportunity of manipulating the schonls
for the alvancement of the political interests of the
Minister of Public Instruction.  To entrust such ex-
tensive powers in connection with our schools to a
Member of the Government of  the  day, whether
Liberal ar Conservative, is a very grave step. In this
Province the population comprises persons of diverse
nationalities, creeds and classes whose ideas do not
as readily harmonize as those of our other Provinees
and of ovher countries. Besides this it {s unfortunare-
Iy too true that politics and political feelings are
more exciting and disturbing to the social hanmony
of the people than is the case in our sister Provinees.
Political exigencies do and will arse of intense, over-
mastering interest  to the poltical parties. s it
reasonable to suppose that a Minister of Public 1a-
struction can be free from the political influences of
party interests?  Is it not reasonable to fear that, if
the political life of his party hung upon his action,
that the Mauster of Public Instruction wouo'd he con -
pelled to carry out the will of the majority?  Such
considerations, we submit to Loth partics, render it

z
inexpedient to subject our educational system to the

political infiuences whiclt at times are so masterfu)
and so inconsiderate to the minority,  In view of
the varied classes of our population, who are especial-
Iv open to the excitements of political contests, the
action of the Minister of Public Instruction might, un-
der the stress and strain of political exigencies, raise
questons which are not desirable in the interests of
peace and harmony.  The present system works well
o the whole, It could be improved materially by
more money being devoted to educational purposes.
It is most desirable to have the poliey of this De-
partment continuous  and for the Chief Officer not
to be lable to removal at each clection. It requires
seoeral years' experience to thoroughly equip such
an official for the efficient discharge of his duties,
His whole time and his whole heart should be given
to our cducational interests,  Such experience could
not be acquired, and such thorough, exclusive de-
votion o school  affairs  cannot be  shown  ex-
cept by a permanent official whose life is bound up
with cducational interests.

—_— - ———
PL.OPOSED BILL RESPECTING THE FINANCES
OF THE CITY OF MONTREAL.

It was anticipated that the new Charter in course
of preparation would 1 reagdy in time for the pre-
sent meeting of the Legislature,  But, owing to the
Jubilee Celebration, the meetings of the British Mel-
ial Association and the British Association {or the
promotion « Science, as well as other civic events, it
was found impossible to complete  the  Charter  as
carly as was hoped. It therefore became necessary
to make some provision of a temporary character {or
the purposs of meeting the financial needs of 1893,
when the new Charter will be ready.

In former years it was the custom of the city to
Forrow money temporarily on its general credit in
order to meet pressing engagements.

In order to put an end to this system a short Act
was dutroduced last session specifyving the probable
amoumms required by the City, and prohibiting bor-
rowing beyond the amounts so specified.  Fhis tem-
porary accommadation it is provided shall be repaid
on or before the 15t May, 18y9, and provision must
be made for its payment out of revenue, or other-
wise. It has been urged that a special tax be imposed
in order to meet these obligations and to provide for
stich necessaary works as may be deemed advisable
m the interdsts of the City.  As, however, it woull
take t me for this special tax to be arranged, if de-
Jided upon, it seems desirable in the meantime that
the proposed Bill he allowed to pass.

The Council of the Doard of Trade had the matter
unde. consideration, and on principle they objected
10 any further borrowing, without going thorough’y
into the exceptional circumstances which render the
proposed Bill a necessity.  The Council of the Board
of Trade passed a resolution, which is given in the
following Ictter to the Mayvor, whose reply thereto
is appended:



