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A late aspirant for honors in the field of life insurance can-
vassing and claiming to have lately left the cditorial chair, starts
out, by issuing a pamphlet, and proposes to give his reasous for
entering upon the work. Evidently the pamphlet was not
examiied by any person of experience before being distributed,
as the expected results under a limited payment life tontine
policy are referred to, but not one word is said as to these results
being estimated. 1f 1 named the company, it would be holding
itup toridicule through the action of this enthusiastic tyro.
I would however suggest to the management, that in the
interest of the business, these pamphlets be promptly recalled
aud no more distributed until very carefully revised.

Last week, Mr. Medland, the manager here of the Scottish
Union & National, received a visit from General Manager
Duncan of Scotland and United States Manager Bennett of Hart
ford. Resides driving these gentlemen around our city, with
which, it is needles to say they were much delighted, he enter-
tained them to a reckerché lunch at the National Club.  Many
leading members of the fire prefession were present to meet
the distinguished guests.

Mr. Alf. Jones, partner of Mr. Medland, has been absent for
some time in the Southern States, where e and his wife have
goue for a much needed rest and holiday. His many friends
are delighted to hear hie appreciates the Kentucky Bourbon, and
hope he will not forget to bring back with him a sample of the
same goods. Jones is asplendid fellow, and all wish him an
cnjoyable holiday, Mr. Hart of the Phoenix is expected here
next week, when doubtless the name of the new agent for this
city will be made known.

Mr. Saulter, the active and reliable juspector of the Liverpool
& London & Globe, after spending a day here, is again on the
road East. What with inspecting aud adjusting friend Saulter
finds very little time to spend in Toronto.

1 regret to say, that Mr. Macdonald, of the firm of Wood &
Macdonald, agents for the Atlas here, has been confined to his
house for some time through a serious illness. He is onc of
our most popular and highly respected young undersriters. I
know the wish of all fricuds is, that he may shortly return to
his work with improved health.

Anotlier popular fire man has been undergoing a great strain
of late. I rcfer to Mr. Blackburn of the Sun Fire. It appears
his only sou, a bright lad of 16, has been hovering between life
aud death, with typhoid fever, for some weeks. Iam gratified
to report that in the last few days there is a decided improve-
mient in the boy's condition, and the physicians now lhold out
hopes to his anxious parents, that there is a fair probability of
his ultimate recovery.

How often it is that the unlikely happens. A few days ago
oucof our hustlers spent some time trying to inducca poor man
to continue his fire policy for 800, and went so far as to leave
the receipt with him. The party, however, would not have it,
and returnced it at 12 pan, saying his goods were all safely
packed inastable at the rear of 75 Bay street, and the protection
was not needed. Half an hour afier,the place caught fire and
the whole of the effects of the poor fellow were swallowed up
in the flames. The moral to this truthful cpisode is, always
renew all insurances, and that promptly.

President Ramsay of the Canada Lifc was in town last week,
the first time I have scen him since his return from Europe.
He is certainly looking remarkably well, and as though an
occan voyage agreed with him.

Mr. Lomnitz, manager of the People's Life, returned to the
city after an organizing trip in Eastern Ontario. He states that
Tesults, so far, are exceeding his expectations.

Another company reporting an incrcasing business is the
Excelsior, the manager of which is E. F. Clarke, M.P.P., and
cxanayorof thecity.  Further comment on these two youngsters
is deferred until I sce their next ananual statement.

It 15 a mighty casy thing for a manager to issue pamphlets
gving any number of recasons why it is the best company in
every way, but thisdon's scem to be satisfying stockholders these

times. Some of then say, if there is all this prosperity to our
concern why can’t we have a dividend? Unreasonable beings
stockholders are, who haven't scen a dividend for years, but
their encouragement for the future is a grand thing, and 1 think
many are being fed on that cheap diet these days.
‘ToroxTO, October 20, 1S92.
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“The cry is, still they come.” Another fire insurance com.
pany has been registered uuder the title of the Brewen® and
General Fire Insurance and Guarantee Corporation, limited.
The capital Lo be subscribed is £509,000, and the promoters are
inviting the public 10 take up shares. ‘The objects of the corpor
ation are stated to be the transaction of * the combined buwj
ness of a fire insurance, investiment and guarantee company
having especial regard to the brewing, distilling, licensed, aud
kindred trades; ™ aud also ** to undertake the insurance and
guarantee of the principal and interest in respect of mortgages,
bonds and obligations of all kinds, upon frechold, leaschold o:
copyhold licensed or othier propertics.”” It appears that £,
100 of the capital has already been subscribed, which fact would
indicate that the promoters mean husiness. Having regard to
the history of class firc offices, the outlook of this com-
pauy is not wlolly cucouraging. At least three companies
have been established within the last 50 years for the special
use, beloof, aund benefit of the liquor traders, viz :—the
“United Licensed Victuallers office,”” the ¢ Licensed Victual
lers,” and the *Donarch, ™ the first of which made no pro
gress whatever; the sccond going over to the Monarch,
which in its turn was absorbed by the Liverpool & London &
Globe. Looking at the phraseology of the prospectus, oae
cannot help coming to the conclusion that the recent agit
tion in the cause of temperance, and the decision of the cout
in the cuse of Sharpe vs. Wakefield, have created valid appre-
hension in the minds of the promoters and the trade generally,
and this corporation is the outcome.

Another company, having an object far more singular, ks
been started, and has for its title the Blindness Insurance Coxr
pany. Iam informed that it has been promoted by a body of
persons residing in the potteries, which le chiefly in Stafford-
shire, aud its objects are defined to be iusurance and indemnity
against loss and extra expense through blindness whether par-
tial or total, whether by accident, discase, or otherwise, azd
to effect reinsurances or risks undertaken by the company, axd
to accept surrender of policies. Wby the inception of the
scheme should be confined to residents in the potteries is not
quite clear.

Vet more singular is one of the objects put forwand by the
promoters of the Provident Bounty Association. Asmong otk
classes of business that it proposes to transact (excluling &k,
however) is the granting or effecting of assurances *“by pay-
ment of money by way of single payment, or by way of
several payments to mothers in the event of birth of Loz
alive.”  What special benefit this plan is expected to work 0
behalf of the community at large is hypothetical ; but itis e
taiuly running contrmary to the tendency of public opiniea
which has trended in late years strongly in the direction of
limiting the nmumbersin families. It is not stated, I note, whetke
any arraugements have been entered iuto with Her Majesty the
Queen for relicving her of the payment of a siif-impod
penalty of £1 per head, whenever the spouse of one of b
loyai subjects has presented him with Zriplefs. Doubtless Mr.
A. W. Thorpe, «gentieman,” the managing director of e
new society, believes in the truth of the old savw, “accidests
will happen in the best regnlated familics,” and it is thesefose
prudent and wise for paterfamilias to provide agaiust theo. 1
see that Mr. Thorpe has secured to himsclf—if he can get it=
£600 per annum for five years.

A Medical Sickness Annuity and Lifc Company has j=
comie to light unexpectedly, for being registered under the
Fricndly Socictics Act, 1875, and not under the Life Companis

P.Bop.




