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Very érue.  Tho intolligent Gorman has long ago outgrown the
the cstablished and populur oreed. His morality is not depondent
upon tho Bible teaching ; his othics rest on a firmer basis, and his
aotions are not guided by the fear of an angry God, or a reward
in & horeafter. It is not so with tho majority of Americans,

Tho Biblo hus been tho only sourco—and alas! it is so still--
from which this great nation has drawn its iuspiraticn for right-
doing and thinking. The Bible has boen the book out of which
thoy have received iustruction in morality ; their consciencc bhas
boen formed according to its fallucious toachings. A book which
was writton nearly two thousand years ago, containing many
noble sentimonts, but more scientific orrovs than truths, more falso
statomonts than truo ones, sorves to-duy an intelligent raco o~ tho
sole instigator, the solo inspirer, to moral virtves, morel conduct-
ana moral excellonces! 1sit to be wondered at that our sacial
cdifice is trembling in its very foundation, that vice is multiply-
ing, that sin is increasing, that tho infoction is spreading, and
that the passions are breaking through their artificial reatraints?
Distrust is undermining our social, commaercial, anh political rela.
tions. Hon~3t men ave losing all confidenco ; theft has become a
universai vice ; stealing, defrauding, embezzling under sowme cun-
ning devico i8 an every-day occurrence. Tho temptution to go
astray has taken a hold upon our people. And mind! it is not
among the poor and needy, not amony the lower orders of society

* that vico is incroasing  There are many, itis true, who are driven
by want and by a neglected education towards dishonesty and
licontiousnoss. It isnot to them 1 um referring now. ‘Tho do-
basing propensities have reached our upper and middle classes as

- well. Our well to-do and well-cared-for sons and daughrers—the
childron of honest parents—ave 1nfectod by the moral pestilence.

Their education has been first-class; they have attended the
. Sunday-sehool regularly ; they have been dsvout church-members ;
} and their love for God cannot bs doubted. They have lately read
* about the new science. They have seon eoxtracts from Darwin's
i Origin of Species, of Huxloy’s explanations of the Evolution of the
f Universs, of Spencer's Sociology, of Tyndull's lectures on Light and
. Electricity., They aro puzzled. Why3 Thisis all in contradic-
#4 tion to what the Bible teaches; it differs widely from what
they had learned,—what thoy had read in the Book of bouks.

Either here or there there must be falschood !

* * . * *

The anathoma against the new rovelations aro of no avail. Its
. doctrines have already advanced too far. The spell of tho Church

1 i8 broken ; and the sooner it is recognized tho better for man's
- ¢ happiness and his ultimate advancement.

The Liberals bave a grest work bofore them. They have to
| educate the people’s conscience, o that they may perceive tho new
§ truth. They have to ostablish a new morality derived from
+% sciontific experiences. Tho Religion of Humanity must havo a

{ fixed standard of morals, It has to show und oxplain tho evi!
1 effects of vice,—how it acts upon ourselves, our children, and our
i posterity. The Liberals have to explain, teach, expound, make
cloar the laws by which our life is governed. They have to show
thut our actions are indeed foroordained by a wise unrelenting
7 power of Nature, and that a neglect of theso laws will be punished
horo among our own kind aud kindred. Every noble act, overy
sacrifico for the good and the truo, is a bonediction to those nesrest
to our heart, and brings bliss and happiuess to mankind. Righte-
ousness meaus happinese in tho visible world. Goodness and
purity of action produce goodneas and purity of sontiment. Goud-
?)ei in and always will be good ; badness is and always will be

3
. The Liberals have to popularizo the sciences, show their bear-
1ngs upon all the relations of lifo, and make the right application
of tho mauifold bonefieial discoveries, They havo also to show
$ tho value of testhetical culture; how inspiring, cnnobling, and

clovating the difforent arts and scionces have been in tho past ;
§ that the cultivation of art is a neeessity,—a necessary path in the
education of a civilized community.

1 ‘Wo havo also to show that the most lovoly aad amiable, ths
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gont thought, leading us to higher sphorss; that these lovoly
sontimenta are by no means peculiar to tho Christian Religion
but bolong to all ages and to oevery civilized country. Man's
vanity, his ambition, hissoli-love, his egotistn, have to bo dirwcted
to loftier spheres, whero thero is satwfaction without aatiety,
gratification without repentance. What has Leon held out to be
gained in a future life has to be reatized here, and it has to be
shown that this can only be when all men and all women kuow
aud fu!5l thoir duties, lovo and show proper regard for their
follow-beings.
* » * * *

Lifo ia full of sacrifico; but man wants to know why ho zhall
sacrifice. 1o caanou soar on high without a clear ideal held out
for his roach. Tho tomptations to go astray are too strong, wice
is too alluring, and his ignorance of causes and effocts is too great.

Tho new ideal is loftier, more veautiful, mere inspiring than
ever it way, but it wants to be proclaimed,—it awaits its now
apostles.

Tho Liborals must stand firmly together ; we have s great, an
arduous work beforo us, and we have & mighty enemy to oontend
against. Success can only be gained by a close alliance, by solf-
sacrifico, and Ly a clearness of purpose. Ve hava to be megnani-
mous towards thoso who cannot sympathizo with our caues ;
severe, unrclenting, but just towards our opponents. Many of
us may have to give up our own less important schemes for the
sake of the party and its success. Our demands are founded upon
reason ; and so let our actions, our deeds, be gulded hy a superior
wisdom ; and may we never forget the L ° iim we ave pursuing !
Let us have a clear perception ~f ouride. . :d let the ideal stand
out in vivid colors boforo the mind's eyo, so that we may gain
strength and endurance for the arduous task upon which we stert
out to a better life and a nobler existence.

————

THE CHILD AND THE SUNBEAM.

BY WM. M'DONNELL,

"T'was beauteous eve, a sunset beam
Descended on a mother's grave,

And like & mourner, it would scem,

A weeping willow there did wave ;

And culiing simple flow rs quite wild,
Which sprang from tears that foll around—
Thero sat 8 little orphan child.

And oft at summer-day’s repose,
When o’er the carth was nature’s hush,

When dew w.3 trembling in each rose,

And mellow light half hid its blush

Among the simple flow'rs quite wild,

‘Which sprang up there from teats that foll—
‘Wero scen the sunbeam and the child,

The autumn came, and summer’s bloom
Passed like a friendiy smile awey,

The _willow leaves fell o’er tho tomb,

And transient sunbeams searca would stay ;
And then tho simple flowers quite wild,
‘Which grow from tears shed round the grave,
Seemed fading like the orphan child.

"T'wag ove again ; & stormy cloud
Hung darkly o’er that lonely place,
Tho wintry blast was long aud loud,

* No eyoe a sunberm there could trace,
But 'neath the withered flow'rs 8o wild,
‘Which once had risen thero from toars—
Lay sleoping too the orphan child,

moat beautiful sentimonts aro an outgrowth of clovated and intellis
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