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foreigner lias sufficlent language and readi-
ness to nieet tliem on their own ground. Fer
they are extremely tlin-skiinned and weithe
visibly «%vieni the laugl iIs turned against
them.

Finding that 1 liad language enough to
engage iii serjous conversation Mr. Li began
to ply nie with questions, questions which
are occupying the thouglits of the best men
lu China to-day. He surprised mue by the
amount of information lis questions sliowed
hlm to possess.

Starting off wvlth Russia hie asked liow the
Trans-Siberian Rail way was progressing.
Wlien would it be finished? Wliat was the
true object of it? 110w would it affect
China? Did Russia mean to occupy ail
nortli China leaving Shantung to Germany,
and the Yangtsi valley to Great Britain?
We discussed these points at length, and lie
added "*We fear Russia but wlio does not?
Even Great Britain fears lier. The scattered
possessions of Britain," lie said, "are at
once the souirce of lier wealtli aud tlie weak
point lu lier armor. Russla's possessions
aire ail ln one place, easily defended, there-
fore she 15 f ree to devote ail lier energies
to extending lier kingdom and she will neyer
rest tili slie bas absorbed not only China,
but India too."

Then lie went on:-
"*Wly doesn't Britain corne to our lielp

against our common foe? America, of
course takes uothiug to do witli outside
affairs, Germany and France would gladly
help to break up China. But Britain wants
China kiept intact because only thus eau
the open door be preserved. If China is div-
ided among tbe powers, lier markzet will be
limited to tlie two or tliree provinces that
fall to lier share, wliereas now, nearly al
tlie business is in ber bands."

"In your country," lie went on, "everyone
cau make bis voice beaid. In China -we dare
not speak of national affairs, but auy man
in your country eau make bis voice heard
ini parliament. WilI you not urge tbem to,
corne to our belp? "Mlas!" bie said, "we
are not so weIl off as Turkey is. Srnall and
feeble thougli she is, she is sale, because
eacb European power is ready to defend lier
against the others. We are in great danger
of becomiug like India."

When I remarked that Çhina's only bope
or help, lay in herseif; that uuless she re-
formed, nothing could save ber. "Yes," lie
said, "reform is the only tbing, but bow
ecau we set about re!orm, when Our officials
are full of jealousies, and trust and sincerity
are uuknown lu the kingdom?"

Then hie wauted niy opinion of the two
leading statesmen lu Pekzin. "Wbat dld I
thinli of the differeut squadrons? Were the
foreign driiled troops effective? Could the
Kansuh troops malxe any stand ngainst
for>lg-n troops?"

11je refused altogetber to be drawu ou the
subject of Kang Yi! Wei, and turned the
conversation to international politics, ash-Iug

why was there a difference made between
criminals and political refugees?

We then got ou to a discussion of re-
ligions. He malntalned that the religion of
China was the same as that o! western na-
tions in that it had for its end tlie instruc-
tion o! the people lu morals and the worship
o! God, only thiat the Chînese method liad
tlie advantage over, and was more reasonable
than tlie western, in so far as that we would
begin witli God, -%vho was far off, and !rom
that corneto the duties o! man towards man;
while in China tlie emperor and parents were
acknowledged as God's representatives; and
to do Our duties and worship tliem was to
do our duties and worsblp God. As for so-
called idolatry it was no more than the use
of images and the crucifix iu the Roman
Catholie Churcli, and that when people
bowed to tbe images it was no more tban
revereucing tbemn for their great virtues,
and sucli reverence would lead to the desire
to imitate them.

When pressed upon tlie point he had to
confess that wbatever tlie tbeory was, tbe
actual practice was rank idolatry, that had
no conuection witli morality. He tried to
,,loss this over by saying tbat it was only
oh! women and ignorant people who really
worsbipped tlie idols. But bad to yield tbat
point too for there are no more sincere
and faithful worsbippers o! idols than busi-
ness men who public]y invoke the god of
wealtb to enable tliem to get ricli. And not
ail the images are supposed to represeut good
and virtuous men. Some were anything but
that. H1e admitted but could not account for
the fact that tbere is more rigbteousness
and siucerity lu Christian nations than tbere
is in China.

Nor-on tbe ground tbat Jesus was no
more than Confucius, that botb were but
preachers and examples-could lie explain
why followers of Jesus came nearer to, tbe
exatmple of their Master than fo]lowers of
Confucius liad ever doue. H1e wouid not
accept any explanation, because lie main-
tained that man required no outsi.de belp.
H1e was a free agent, and it lay with each
man to decide whether lie would follow good
or evil.

This is the truc doctrine of the Confucian-
ist, and tbey do not seek to account for tbe
fact, that aIl men uaturally follow evil.

Fiually lie explained tbat tlie object o!
bis coming was to enquire if I would instruet
a young friend o! bis in tlie English Ian-
guage. "Englisb." lie said, "is to be tbe
lanf-*!ge o! the future, and those who can
spea& Engiisb are sure o! 'getting on."'

I expained that those wbo sent me out
and maintaiued me lu China, expected me
to devote mysel! to instructing people lu
matters relating to the soul, and everlasting
life, and we placed littie importance on suc-
cess lu this ]Ife If we were ignorant of the
life to come. "The same old story," lie crled,
"begin at that wbich Is far off, and then
corne to, tbat wbich. is close at baud."
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