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arrived at, arrantged. and 1 rebetd at the winter sessions, after which
thecfinal resuits canL bc presented to the Royal Socicty of Canada in a
serics of papers 'vlich would forsia a, inobt valuiable contribution to our
store of scientific kiiowletlgeand which w~ould be, by this society, put
on r'ecord, and in case of duoubti -ul put,!s, could there, be further dis-
ouissed and the points iii dispute carefully considered and settled. The
question, theu, of exteiiding our mnibership) iii the wvay just indicitted
is one whicli I tèt*l s110tld be earînestiy and speedily considered, and I
aul colivinced that such a course wvill be conducive to the highiest possi-
ble gaini tu uur club as a wvho1e and to the furierance of scientifie
iii vestigazttiton througliout the Dominion.

1 hiave liad considerable dithiculty in arriving tt any conclusion
as to wvhat wvould be niost profitable to present to the Club's considera-
tion to-niglit iii this opening address ; for I thinik it wvill be uinnecessary
to designate the few reniarks 1i may have to niake by the titie oif
lez-ture. You wvill sec by reference to cite programme of muir winter

courses, both for the evening, and afternoon lectures, thiat there is an
unusually good variety of mtaterial, enîbracing, the Animal, Vegetable

and MIineral Kingdonis. Among t1ue latter wve shall, I trust, have the

pleasure of learning about the mode of occurrence, pectuliarities and
distribution of that mJi portanit substance, minerai phosphate, concerning

wliih M r. Lainson Wills has kindly proinised to give us somne informa-

tion, while in the department cf Ca. adian pins we may also expect a
treat iii the contemplation of really beautitul things; for aithougli

Canada caninot as yet produce the diamond, the ruby or the ettieraid,
shte can furuiish exquisite geins for personal ornamnent or for interior
decoration, as voit wvil be enabled to testify afLer seeing the exhibit
which wvil, doubtless, be made on that occt.qioii. TUe mode of occur-

renice atnd characteristics of that very peculiar minerai asbestus, are also
to be described. In thae department otf N-atutril History you will !.ear

our ever-welcome frietA~, Mr. Lett, who wvill tell us of the habits and

peculiarities of the be-:£ver, an animal now uniforttunately rapidly becom-
ing Pxtinct, in Eastern V aada owingy to the fact f hat it is hunted very
often vithout regard to proper observance of close seasons ; while

botany, in the more familiar flormi to niany of gai-den decoratiou, wili be

discussed by one of the staff of the Central Experiniental Farm. lit


