
THE MISTASSINI IREGION.
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(Read January 101h, 1890.)j For severai yeaqrs past an exciting controversy has beea carried on
ithe publie press as to, the size, shape, and position of Lakce Mistassini ;

and a number of writers on the strengrth of hearsay evidence, aided by
brilliant imaginations, have indulged in rnany extravagant satnet
iu regard te this '"Great friand Sea of the Nortli-Eitst," somae affirming
that it equailed, if indeed it did, not surpass, Lake Snperior in size, a-ad
that in comnparison with it our other inland lakes were mere ponds.

This evening I propose to give a, brief statemient of the knowa
facts about M1%istassini froni observations and measturements made by

dferent menibers of the Geological Sarvey Staff, and at the same tim&,
toubt e the route folIoNved, to and fromn the lake, by the last expedi-

tien sent out by the Government.
Before entering upon this, a short historical siiiiînmary of previous,

explorations nmay prove interesting to saine present.
Althoughi rumours of a, great body of fresh wvater, larger than any

south of the heighit cf ]and, seeni te have reaclied the Frenchi trading in
the Sagnenay country, seen after Chaînplain's arrivai iii Canada, it was
not untit 167-9, that Pôre Chas. Aibanel, a Jestiit niissionary, visited

the lake. H1e had been sent overland te Hudson Bay by authority cf
the rirench Governor, to visit the posts of the Hudson Bay Co., tiien
but a short time establishied iii the southern part of the bay.

The reute followed on timis occasion was up the Sagienay to, Lake
St. John, thence by the Ashou-apmnouchouan River to its liead, across
the heighit cf land, and throughi lakes Cliibongamoo and Obatagomn
large bodies cf wvater feeding the Notawvay River, which flows into
James Bay. Froni here by short portages into Lake Wawanicme, and
à3o into the S.W. Bay cf Mistassini.

lPère Aibanel, froni bis account recorded iii the 'I telations des
Jesuites," appears tD have passed up this bay to tne end cf the point
separating it from thie S.W. Bay, and froin there crossed the mnouth of


