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This beautifil orchid us au inhabitant of open bogs, and

wh.,. it finds a deep b.d of Spiiagnum with plenty of water

b.neath, flourishes in great profusion. The. outstanding charac-
t.nistic of tuis species, which .asaly distiaguishes it <roi. ay .. ier

of our OrrAidaçmo, is the. position of the. labellauu, wiiich, on

account of there being no twist iun the. ovary, is uppermost. This

p.culmiariy is uoted by Gray, but in Britton and Brown not ouiy iii
o refereoce ma&. to it in the. text, but the ffdagram is incorrect.

as it shows the columa uppermost The. represeotation of the.

lAbllim, wiiic i s given separately, is also erroneoua as the. tri-

angular dilation et the. bas. is omitted, as are also the. bracket-like
ridges.

On account of the. unique position of the. Iabluu and the.

very open character of the. flower, 1 thougiit that the. method of

tertslizatio would prove ioterestimg med det.rmined to investigate

it. The. way in which it as acconuplisiied is as follows :-The be.

aligiits upon tii. labellu.., wiiicii bemds near the. base (the. three

bracket-like ridges preveat it doing so .Isewiiere) until tii. back of

the. bee is in contact with tiie columm. Tii. b.., eiiicb is ofcourse

up.side-dowm, sups tiie nectar secreted by tiie glands at tiie base
o *the. coluir &. As it withdraws, its back opeos the. operculum of

the. anther, and a poilinium (or several) adiiers to its back. On
visiting the. meat Blower tiie pollinium slips Pauthde couvai sur-

face of tii. clo.ed opeicul-um, but as tii. b.. withdraws, tii.

polinim is caugiit by the. slight beak of tiie stigma and adiieres

to it, the. bee nmeanwile rec .iving amotiier poilinium firou the.
atier or tis flower.


