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AFTERNOON LECTURES.

First..~On Monday, 9th January, Prof. Macoun gave the first of
a course of Afternoon Lectures arranged—as in former years—for the
purpose of introducing the study of tho several Branches of Natural
History to tho members of the Club, and also to any persons desiring
to profit by the instruction offered gratuitously by the Club. The sub-
Ject discussed was Ornithology, and the wider principles of the classifica-
tion of birds weve presented in a clear and interesting manner.
Specimens of the skins of well-known species were exhibited in illustra-
tion of the structural differences pointed out. The address was
followed by an instructive discussion on the food habits of certain
species.

Secoxp.-—Mr. Ami was to have delivered the lecture on Monday,
16th January, taking as his subject Geology, but as he was unfortunately
prevented hy sickness from being present, his place was taken by Prof.
Macoun, who gave a most agreeable address upon the same subject.
He outlined in & graphic manner the supposed forfiition of the ‘éa¥th,
passing from the gaseous, through thé Tiquid cdhdition, until by Coblitig,
the mineral substances iere precipitated, nid the Tandl, Watér ‘add air
were formed. The appearahce first of plant Jife, and then Whén the
atmosphere had been freed from its carbonic a%id gas—the caxlion béihg
deposited in the form of coal—6f air breathing amimals was briéfly
sketched, and the geological evidences of their development notéd. The
importance of geology in this connection was thus forcibly shown, and
the- necessity for its careful study made apparent. In the discussion
that foilowed Mr. Balluntyire expresied himself ‘as fully believing in the
theory of evolution of species, as opposed to that of specific creetions.

Trirp.—On Moriday, 23rd January, Mr. Henry M. Ami gave a
most interesting address on the study of Gévlogy: This sciedée he
stated dealt with the origin of our planet, the formation, rise #nd fall
of ‘Gontinienits. It was ‘the ‘rj‘ly'siéa’l'hi:s'fo'r,'y of our earth, s ‘well as the
physical geography. He thén briefly considered the advent of hfe on
earth ; its progress in time ; the charadteristic fioras ahd Tatmus of aif-
ferent epochs; the 'tirde when certaih ‘types ‘were intioduced, and ‘thie
periods of their abundance and decay. Tlhie economic minerals deposn—



