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*«ign " that the true Church of God would seek | dri k the wine of violence, Sitting down at
to throw out in front of every liquor shop, gam- | tuble, where instead of bread and meat they de-
bling house, and den of iniquity,  Abstain from | vour plans of malicious mischief and instead of
VerY appearance of evil, Touch not the un-:driuklln ‘s“ulln\\']nlam«vh-rm-llyun’lﬂ\\ilnlling.
ciean thing, Walk in the Spirit, and ye shall | 18 he path of the Just, The manner of
Hot fulfill the lusts of the flesh, But if you find | life of the man who seeks to conform to the
that you have already made g mistake, then take rules of God, The shin g light, The rising
hot oue step more ; stop at once ; turn from sun, Shineth more and more unto the pere
ity and pass away, fectday, Every morning in its brightness is a
16. They sleep mot except they have figure of the Lnrul.l'wus(‘hri»l, who is the Light
done mischief, The old hioned “wicked » | of the world, Lot us walk in that Light, Cundles
whom Solomon had in mina lay awake nights  do not shine more and more ; they burn down to
thinking whom they could next knock down and | the socket,  Lamps do not shine more and more ;
rob.  Even to-day there live some of that sort, | their ol Koes out. . Meteors do not shine more
But there are others (and it is perfectly proper | and more : earth’s atmosphere soon submerges
i a temperance lesson to speeify them) who | them, But the sun of the morning shineth more
often =it up to plan how to make weak men [ and more unto the perfect day. So it is with
break temperance pledges and how to decoy | the Light of the world and the path of the Jjust
Ignorant boys and girls into ruin, True, no such | on which its glory is shed.
text as this is to be narrowed in its application 19, The way of the wicked is as darke
tothe lquor evil, It refers to the whole breadth | ness, Midnight gloom, They know not at
of sin: and there are some very innocent busi- what they stumble, Ordinarily they cannot
nesses which are prosecuted in i very guilty | see that their own misdeeds lead them to down-
manner.  But perhaps there is no class of men | fall. But some of them do see it, but do not know
in modern life who come nearer to being fitly de- | how to get rid of the tendency to evil, The way
scribed by verse 16 than the liguor dealers, [to do so is to “come to Jesus,” and “ walk in
17. They eat the bread of wicked ness and ' the light,”

CRITICAL AND HOMILETICAL NO ES.

Solomon was the son of David’s old age and | inspired, yet, when he was to teach wisdom, he
was evidently a favorite, for he suys, “Iwas my | did not think it below him to quote his father
father's son, tender and only beloved in the | and make use of his words, " This suggests that
sight of my mother,” e was educated with the every parent is undep obligation to give the best
utmost care, having for his companion and in- | and wisest instruction, both by precept and ex-
structor Nathan, the prophet, who gave him the | ample, to his children, Years. 1le who hears
name Jedidiah (the beloved of the Lord). Hcinul the instruction and receive the sayings of this
much in the company of his father, Solomon re- | king gives evidence of that wisdom of which it is
ceived much wise and practical counsel from | said, “ Length of days is in her right hand, and
David, in accordance with which e attempted | in her left hand riches and honor,”
to fashion his own life, That the counsels of 11. Way of wisdom. Wisdom is personi-
David and the instruction of Nathan were sound | fied frequently by Solomon, and “her ways are
is seen from the faet that Solomon admonis} s‘\\'u.\s of pleasantness, and all her paths are
his own children and enforces his <-xh<>r(ullun,'pcu:-v." I have led thee. Referring to the
with the authority of David, These words of | unusual care taken by David in the training of
Solomon have value to-day not only bw‘ullm', his son Solomon, not only through the instruc-
they represent the final conclusions of one of the | tion received from Nathan, the prophet, but
world’s wisest men concerning certain funda- through the helpful example of David's own life,
mental things in practical ethies, but hm-uur«-' which during Solomon’s childhood and boyhood
conditions in morals and in human hature have | was free from the unfortunate blemishes of
not changed much since Solomon’s day, and the earlier years,
alvice needed then is needed quite as much, if| 12, When thou goest, Whoever puts into
not more, now. When a wise man speaks all | practice these precepts is sure to be untram-
should listen and give heed to him, meled, whether in the ordinary or unusual affairs

Verse 10, Henr, my son. Solomon is quot- fof life. They are calculated to develop the best
ing t “sayings” that he received from his | qualities of the mind and heart, and to keep all
father, David, Henry remarks that ‘“though | the baser qualities in subjection. 8o there need
Soloinon was a wise man himself and divinely [ be no fear of being *straitened " nor of stum-




