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COnSIO-i.-This island has been traversed froni end to end by the Colpor-
teur Franchi. Pastor Mourgues, writing from Bastia, says: " Our good friend
does his be8t, to attain mo-e favourable results, but the strife is dreadful-"
Some idea of it xnay be gained frorn Franche's journal .

«"Left Bastia March 21 for Bonifacio, where no colporteur had ever been
seen, and where the Gospel had neyer been announced openly. 1 began to
wark next day, offering Bibles and Testaments. Ail at once I was assailed
by four priests, who screamed as loud as they could, ' Beware of purchasing-
stich books, dear parishioners ; they are Satau's work, and yeu will go to
heu.' The people then took hold of nme, and -wanted to tlirow nme into the
Bea. I beguged leave to speak, and obtained silence : « I de flot offer yen,
devilish books ; it is the holy Word of God, the goud news of salvation
through Christ, the only Mediatur and Savicur.' Then the people began look-
ing at my books, and a young man, in spite of the priests' threats, did not
hesitate to purchase a Bible. Then the priests -%ent through the streets of
the city, crying, 'Do not buy the books of that iniserable mnan ; if you do,
you shall be excommunicated. - Not content with that, they sent after me
the whole gendarmerie, wvho abused nme. Akthotigh 1 produced niy authiori-
zation, they took me under escort b) iny lodgiàg«s to examine zninutely al
my books. and te, see if they were stamped. Seein,-ç- they were so, they left
me.

"1 then went to Tortovecchio, where 1 met 31r. Lavanchy, a nîissionary.
He gave a coxîference, and I sold easily amid a willing population. 1 then
proceeded to Solingara, where the missionary also spoke. I sold soxue copies
bo men whû were wise and desirous of beingT instructed. A4t Sa«ri a gendarmie
beld me that I had better leave the countr *y than try to seil books that diijnot speaki cf the Virgin. I easily proved him the contrary by reading aloud
before the people the' ist chapter of Luke. Every one was convinced, and I
made a pretty gcd sale."'

i Since this journey was tak-en, signa bave appearcd of ail impreved state of
feeling in the isiand. Franchi lias received letters at Bastia, asl<ing for an
explaiiation of the Gospel. A special note hue been inser«ted agaDinst hIim in
thie Corsican Almanae by the priests ; but lie is xiot afraid ; rather dhies lie
rejoice te be counted 'wcort.hy -to suifer for the nanie he bears.

«One day two young mien caine to ine, saying, 'You are the man who
selleProtestant bookes. ' <arn.' 'We]l, cur prieste ha-ve told ustlîat these
'bocks are forbidden, hecause they teach a doctrine ini oppositicn to, thxe
Chiurch cf Rome, eut o'f which there is ni.) salvation.' « My dear friends,'
said 11, 'your priests' defence is cuntrary to the truth, and if yen plumse to
liaten a momient te ine, 1 will show th-at here is the Way. the Trath and the~
Life,> and cpening thxe Bible 1 read several p.-ssag,,es, and explained theux.
They listened with intense interest, and observed, & But this book says noth-
ing a-t ail againist relig-ion.' I then presse-d upon them the duty (ifreadiing tl
Bible : &'Pray purchase the Bible, rend it attentively in a, prayerful spirit,
ask Gad's guidaucc and liglit, and then look iinto Jeas.'? They wvere actuallyt
ini tears, and eacli cf them, purchxased a Bible. 1 met thein scnîe weeks latex',
and they told nie, ' Biessed be Gud, we have at last found the truth.',

One of the colporteurs labuuriug ini the Nýorfh, anîcng the factories cf Croix
and RZC-'uhaix, says:

<'lhuhthe tradlé is almost stoppcd, Ihave nu reason te feel disconraged.
Pekple are certinly mure ip,1ined than they have been these last years t'O
mnquire -.fter the Word of iiod. 1 have evei -ibserved ini several Frenchi anxd
Fleishl fanilies that they inutually lielued ont, axiother te furnish the suni
necessary lor thxe 1-urchase çcf a Bible or a Testament, and 1 ]lave ascertiincd
that the Scriptures thîns purchased are aleci rend dal.qA>uc Cp.f(t
BritLý,h and 2P'creigJLit, iricty


