
The Inîmaculate eonceplion.
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"The Blessed VÎrgin is represented as very young, standing simply witb claspcd
hands, beautifufly attired in graceful, modest robes and veil, the twelve stars abont ber head.
The poise ofhber head tipon the column-like throat is full oftegnl int fincne
The girlish face is sweet, the features clas 'sic in ondline, the eyes clear as fimpid pools, the
expression one of wistfül sadness. There is a great simplicity about the picture. Many
critics cotisider this tbe finest nmodern painting of tbi[s ubject, and it certainly bas dlaims
to consideration. Caught up in the clouds, tbe earth beneath ber feet, the suni as a back
ground bathing ber blue and white robes wîtb refulgent ligbt,cromned with stars, our Lady
seems to, foat alott; one foot rests upon and presses downi the dragon emblem of Satan, in
whose claws is an aprie, the emblein of sin. The Iight falling radiantly uipon the figure of
our Lady, and the darkness of eartb as opposed to the ligbt of the upper ether is signifi-.
cant of the brightness of heaven contrasted with this weary world."
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