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nothing more interests me more than Chiist's
graclous attitude towards the morally de-
graded and the hope he cherished in regard
to them.” In explanation of my question I
told Professor Bruce that, as so many loose-
Iy regard him as © very broad,” [ wanted to
make clear the nature of his breadth. * My
breadth,” he reponded, * largely takes the
form of protest against the legalism that is
associated with Evangelical piety, my desire
beiog to get back tothe truc evangelism.
More and more I make it my business in
preaching and writing to exhibit to my fel-
lowmen the grace of Jesus Christ who
viewed even the worst ofmen as capable
and wor-ay of being redeemed. Most of my
texts are taked from the gospels. Having
got certainty of religlous conviction through
the gospels, I lay great stress upon the value
of the historical element in Christianity as
the test of what is healthy and truein all
contemporary presentations of it. I bring
every phase of Christianity— philosophical
Christianity, church Christianity, pietism
wbich is subjective Christianity—to the
touchstone of the gospels.”

In reply to a question as to theological
drifts in Scotland, Professor Bruce said
9 In the Established Church there is a de-
aded tendescy towards sacramentarianism
The movement is apparently . ;saciated with
intense ortbodexism—an acceptance of the
teaching of the church as final. In the
Free Church theological life, while dominat-
¢d by the spirit of faith aod reverence, is
freer and perbaps more untrammeled than
1o any other religious community. In the
United Presbyterian Church there are indi-
cations of a revival of theological interest in
connection with which I'may mention the
name of Professor Orr, author of The Chris-
tian View of God and the Woild. No, I
don’t notice any marked anti-supernatural
tendency. Pfleiderer whenihere was listen
ed to with attention and respect, bt I do not
think his views found much acceptance.”

“ Whom do you regard as the coming
men in Scotland on theological and literary
lines

“In the Free Church James Deaney
wil without doubt make his mark as theo-
logian and scholar. Another interesting
young writer is H. A, A. Kennedy, D. Sc.»
of Callander, who has published a book on
the Sources of New Testament Greek. Ip
the Established Church U regard with much
iterest and hope Williamm . DPaterson,
B.D., professor of sgstematic theology in
Absrdeen University, and Alexander Ken-
oedy, professor of Hebrew in Edinburyb
University. Among the men 1o the United
Presbyterian Church who may do good
service are D. W. Forrest, M.A,, of Welling-
ton Church, Glasgow, who follows Professor
Orr as Kerr lecturer, and Adam C. Welch,
B.D., of Helensburgh, whose work 1s of high
quality.”

“* What does your experience suggest as
to how hard working ministers can keep up
their studies ?”

“ Ihave learned how much a man can
accomplish in a twelve monthby doinga lit-
tle every day. A great deal of reading, and
writing too, can be done by the utilization of
one's odd hours and half hours. Goethe
says time is endlessly long. and Matthew
Arnold, commenting on that, tell us that, if
we would only make use ¢f the hours we
waste, we might all attain a high measure of
culture. I find that now with less strength
Ican do far more work in a day than I did
asa young map, simply because I make
amore diligent use of my opportunities. I
Lthink,” smiling, “ one of the besetting sins
of ministers is laziness."—7ondon Corres-
pondent . f The Congregationalist, Foston,

The Victoria Regia water lily now in
tloom at the Botanical Gardens is the largest
plant ever scenin London. 1t covers a
sirface of 400 square feet, its leaves being 7
feet in diameter.

There is a charch at Moscow which cost
/000,%0.  Of that sum $1,000,000 was for
gold used in plating _the dome.
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REV. JAMES NISBET.

The following extract lrom the sketch of
our missions to the Indians inthe North-
West, by Professor Baird, just published, will
be read with interest, because of its being
of the pioneer of all oar missionsaries and
mission work among a people passing slow-
ly, it may be, but surely away.—{Ed.

Tames Nisbet was a native of Glasgow,
and came with his father and other mem-
bers of the family to Cavada {n 1844. Jn
the same year he began his attendance on
classes in Knox College and continued to
attend for four years, completing his course
in 1849, Immediately thereafter he spent
some time as agent of the Sabbath School
Society of Montreal, but he wasin 150
ordaiged as minister of Oakville, between
Toranto and Hamilton, and continued in
that charge, a laborious and successful
minister, till the date of his removal to the
North West, twelve years afterwards.  Ms-
sionary interests had alread takenma firm
hold upon him. His brother Henry wasa
nussionary 1a Samoa acd he himself, during
the later years of his ministry in Oakville,
was in the habit of spending a2 considerable
part of every winter 1o visiting spinitually
destitute parts of Oatario, Iying within what
are now the bounds of the counties of
Simcoe, Gtey and Bruce. Such was his
aptitude for this work, and such his success
in it, thatit was more than once proposed
to set him free from his pastorai charge that
be might give his whole time to mission
work on the frontier. During these years
the Presbyterian  Church of Canada was
feeling 1ts way towards the establishmeat of
its Girst foreign mission. The slowness and
caution exhibited by the Synod (then the
suereme court of the Church), and the mani-
fest absence of erthusiasm, read somewhat
strangely now, although these events belong
to the same bali-century as thatin which
we are now living. Urged on by appeals
from the Rev. John Black, of Kildonan,the
Synod in 1857, in response to an overture
from the Presbytery of Toronto, approved
theestablishment of a mission among the
American Indians, and thereafter for the
next ten years each Synod endorsed the
proposal and till the tenth year did nothing
more, It wasonly in 1866 that an actual
beginning was made and Mr. Nisbet, who
had already for four years beeo helping Mr.
Black, in the Red River Settlement, carried
his headquarters five hundred miles further
westward along the course of empire. If
the interest taken in the mission by the
Cavnadian Church as a whole needed a good
deal of urging, there was some compensa-
tion in the keeoness of interest showan by
the Red River people. The settlement
gathered at the Kildonan Church to bid the
missionary good-by with many prayers, for
him, his companions and hiswork. Aunaddress
was presented to him, and contributions in
money and kind, amounting to about 4100,
were given to assist in establishing the mis-
sion. This little hamlet, hundreds of miles
away from the nearest town, whose Presby-
terian settlers had asked 1o vain for forty
years for a missionary, and who had now
been blessed in the life and work of the Rev.
John Black, were anxious to see the good
work carried to the reglons beyond. Elabor-
ate preparations had been made and the
caravan set out for the pralries of the
Saskatchewan, prepared to build houses aud
kill game for food, as well as to teach and
preach. The mission party consisted of ten
persons, and included, besides Mr. and Mrs.
Nisbet and their child, helpers of various
degrees, the wwo chief being Messrs,
George Flett and John McKay. Mr. Mc-
Kay was to be farm manager and super-
intendent of buildings for the mission. Mr.
Flett wasto be interpreter and was at this
time on his way eastward from Edmoaton
and was to meet the party at Carlton. They
set out with eleven carts and a light wagon
on the 6th of June, 1866, and after the many
vicissitudes and delaps which are mnevitable
{n a couatry where the carts had to be form-
cd into rafts at the crossing of every con-
siderable stream, and where the horses had
to be turned loose every night to forage for
themselves, they reached Carlton, on the
North Saskatchewan, soo miles from their
starting point, in 39 days.

PRESBYTERIAN.

PULPIT, PRESS AND PLATFORM.

Ram's Horn :  When ever God's help is
needed the Christian should believe that
God is there to help.

J. H, Shorthouse. It Is not easy to
ruin him with whom the pressure of Christ's
hand yet lingers in the palm.

Arthur Helps : It is with advice as with
taxation ; we can endure very little of either,
if they come to us in a direct way.

The Interior: The biggest fool on earth
is the ** practical * politiclan and the busi-
ness man who ** never mixes religion and
trade.”

Charles Reade : Not a day passes over
the earth but men and women of no note do
great deeds, speak great words, and suofter
noble sorrows.

Principal A, M. Fairbairn . Particular
churches with their specific polities, do not
break the unity of the Catholic Cturch visi-
bie, while their faich and love coostituie the
unity of the invisible.

Uaited Presbyterian . Cammon suffer-
ing briogs the sufterers nearer to each other;
the bonds of sympathy thus formed are
among the most enduring. Tothe descend-
ants of Israel the ime of captivity was the
time of re-uaion,

Presbyterian  Witness: The Eoglish
speakiog world wants a religion based upon
the pure Word of God and saturated with
the spirit of well ordered freedom and pro-
gress. Think of the Angin-Saxon race in
bondage to Italian monks with their ea-
chantments and precious old bones !

Ram’s Horn : Nature bas no statutes of
limitation. Time does not liquidate its bonds.
The casuist who congratnlated himself that
Providence blessed his Sabbath labor as his
week-day toil, was reminded by a Christian
neighbor that ** God does not always settle
his accounts ou the first day of November.”

Chrishan Inteliigencer, N.Y. : Read
God's Word, study God's Word, preach
wods Word. No other words abide, no
other words convict the conscience, no other
words edify the soul, no other words show
man his sip and bis Saviour, uwo other words
have regenerating grace and sanchifying
power.

Dr. Alex. Maclaren : The one condition
of the Christian churches doing their Chria-
tian work is that they shall be clothed and
filled with God's spirit. Do not let us rely
on machinery ; do not let us rely on exter-
pals; do not let us rely on advertising
tricks which migat do very well for a cheap
shop, but are all out of barmony with the
work that we have to do ; but let us rely on
this, and on this alone.

Rev. Andrew Murray: We believe too
lnttle 1o the power of prager to bring about
defiaite results. We do not live close
enough to God, and are not enough entirely
given up to His service and kingdom to be
capable of the confidence that He will give it
1n answer to vur prayer. O, let us pray for
a life so one with Chnist that His compassion
may stream into us, and His spirit be able to
assure us that our prayer avails,

Joha Charlton, M.P. . If the structure
of Hebrew Society and the Hebrew State s
compared with that of other ancient States,
the superiority of the Hebrew is at once
seen to be immeasurable, and if some of the
provisions of the Mosaic code were incorpor-
ated in our own laws, some of the most
serious difficulties that confront us in the
present day, would bz avoided. Moses was
the king of legislators. The spirit of the in-
stitution which he founded was copied by
Cromwell, and by the Puritans, and has
leavened and given form to the laws of Eqg-
land aud America.
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Ocgah | RUTHS CHOGE.  { Rehir
GoroeN Text.—Ruth i. 16.
Memory VERsSES.~16-17.
CaTECHISM.-Q 79
HoMe ReavINos, - Ruth i, 122 7,
Ruth i, 123, /. Ruth iii. 1-18. 74, Ruth

iv, 1.22, F. Isa. xi. 1.ro. S Mat. ii. 1-11.

Sab, Mark x. 17-30.

Sometime during the wle of the Judges, pro-
bably about Gideon’s day there arose a sore
famine in Israel, so sore that some, even of those
who were faithful to God, went out of the land
of promise to seck their living elsewhere. Among
these was one Enmelech, who with his wile,
Naomy, and their two sons went to the land of
Moab, Though sucrounded with idolaters, and
though the sons marned Moaliush women, this
famiy kept ihie luve of Goud in their heatts, and
when, in the providence of God, the father and
both the sons died, Naomi’s heart so thirsted for
the liviog God that she set out for her old home

at Bethlehem. According to Fastern customs
her daughters-in law wegt with her to see hera
short distance oo her way, and when the partiog
place was reached both refused to part with her.
Lovingly Naumi urged them for their own sakes
to go Lack t their own homes, doubtless longing
at the same time that her adwvice should be un-
heeded. Orpah thought of her earthly prospects
aad weont back, Lut Ruth had leained to love and
reverence both her mother and her mother's God,
and forgetful of herself, deliberately made choice
togo oo, Orpah made choice of the things
which ate seen, lo het eternal luss; Ruth made
choice of the things which are unseen to her
cternal gain. Letus consider Ruthk's choice and
s consequences.

I. ﬁuths Choice. ~Naomi's heart was
no doubt touched whea Ruth clave unto her, and
she desired to know the grounds upon which that
uction was taken; therefore she sreminded Ruth
of what Orpah bad done, making special meation
of her peuple and her gods to whom she had se-
turned. Ruth soon made clear that her choice
did not spring from mere impulse, With the
vehemence of her love she cned, * Intreat me
not to leave thee.” Her choice had been de-
liberately made. Naomi's poverty she would
share. Naoru's burdens she would carry.
Naomi's people shall be her people, and Naomi's
God shall be her God. Surely that choice was an
all embracingone. Ruth did not make it without
sufficient knowledge. She koew that in making
it she had, homanly speakiny, sacrificed her earthly
hopes. Poverty and friendlessness would likely
be her portion, a childless life, and an unmourned
death in the mudst of a strange people, yet that
choice she deliberately made doubtless because
she had learned to know Naomi’s God and felt
that to follow Orpah would bs to sactifice eternal
hopes. Ruth's choice was of Jehovah to be her
Gud, cuuntiog th. privatiuns and hardships which
would accompany that choice as notbing. It is
an example of the choice we are called upon
to make every day, God in preference to the
pleasures and joys and wealth which this world
ufters, what shall our choice be ?

II. Its Consequences.—We have scar-
cely a hint of these in vur text, but our teaching
would be sadly deficient were we to say nothing
abuut these. Jesus Himself told His apostles that
there is no one who gives up aught of the things
of this world for His sake and the gospel’s who
sball oot receive reward both i this lifeand in
the life to come. We need to have the advaatages
of a right choice pointed out for our encourage-
ment, Tha return home of Naomi aed Ruth
must have been rather sn unpleasant experience,
for the latier particulatly. Bethlehem was only a
small place and the family of Elimelech had been
oneof ncte, so that when Nzomi returned in
poverty and bereavement, it set the tonguesof
the gossips going throughout the whole town.
They (the women, for the form of the Hebrew
verb is feminine) came about the new arrivals
with curious, prying eyes and wondering ques-
tions. * Isthis Naomi?” Then in addition to
the paia this must_have caused to the shnnking
Moalntess, she had to listea to the querulousaess
of Naomi, who bemoaned her sorrows, while at
the same time she acknowledged their justice. So
oftea to the young Christians there are ubpieasant
things tv face. I{ vnly, like Rath, they can receive
them calmly and bravely take up the service they
have chosen, like her, they shall find joy and re-
ward io serviog. Through her desie to
minister to the needs of her aged mother-in-
law Ruth was teady to ecdure even the gibes of
the gleaners and reapers. But through her fidel-
ity she won the lowing regard of Boaz, who de-
termined o perfonn for her a kinsmaan's (goel's)
duty and so took ber to wife. Thus Ruth receiv-
ed her recompense in this life—z noble husband,
loving fnends and true-hearted children, and
from het as His ancestors spraog the world’s
Redecmer. Thus Ruth was ot without carthly
rewards forthe choice she made that day in the
border lands of Moab. But, after all, her highest
tewards were in herself. The assurence she pos-
sessed of God’s love, the peace of conscizoce
which was hers, her joy in the communion and
fellowship of God's people, and her increasen the
things which pertained to Jchovah’s people,
would in themselves bave been wore than suffici-
cat recompense for all she had given up, even
though ber carthly lot had been what she anticie
pated at the time when her cholce was made.



