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MARY OF BETHANY.

[bou hallowed village un Mouat O'ive's hizight,
To which the Christ refited when day was o'er,
To spend ia peaceful rest a quiet night,
Iar from the notsy city's ceaseless roar,
And suage hic swrows which He calmly b ore,
The home of Lazarus, and Martha true,
Where Mary also knelt, beloved of yore,
By Une who all her jnmost feelings koew,
Fuend in trouble, ever kind and trae.

For Mary, she had chosea the good part,
Aad humbiy sat and Listened at His foet
Tha' which alooe cao satisfy the heart,
The ooe thing necdful ; she would meet
The Saviours on the way, and kindiy greet,
Grcatly\-as thy love, and fondly did'st thou
cling
To Him, and in that higher love complete
The costly box of spikenard thou did’st bring
To anoint for burial thy beloved King

Now poured the balm upon His aching head,
Which filled the house with richest odors rare
Now bathed His feet with tears, in meckness

shed,
Audh dried them with thy long datk raven
air;
0O, what a world of loving faith was there.
*+ She hath done all she could.” who could do
mote ?
¢ She hath anointed Me with tender care ;"
Tidings of this shali spread the wide world
o'er

Where'er My name be heard from shore to shore.
W. 8., in Belfast Witness.
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A WEAK CONGREGATION.

REV. J. A. R. DICKSON, B.D., PH.D.

So many factorscome iato play in pro-
ducing weakness in a congregation that it
may be difficult to take them all up, but no
doubt the mention of some will suggest
others. Aund it may be worth while to turn
attention to these that at least the danger
signal may be raised, aud fears awakened,
and precautions taken in time. It may be
presumed that some congregations like some
children are born weak, and they never be-
come strong, simply because the conditions
in which they live are not favorable to
strength. They have come into existence
because of a zeal without knowledge, blindly
yielded to by a presbytery, asd to meet no
real want—except a want of geauine
Christian consideration, and they are a con-
tinual burden on other congregations. Itis
neither necessary nor wise, as an elder oace
expressed it *to put a kitk at every man’s
door” Doiog that weakens some congrega.
tions, and does not make the congregation
orgainzed of sufficient strength to subsist ia
a respectable condition.

The caseis totally different with con-
gregations in sparsely paopled regions, such
as Manitoba and the North West. There,
ifthe few be not folded, and fed, ao flock
will ever be gathered. There, the weak
- beginnings must be nourished into strength,
Thoere, we must care for the few that we may
in time secure the many. But it is not with
either of these this paper deals ; itis with
congregations seemingly strong but in
reality weak—weak in spirituat influence,
weak in finanual force, weak in loving
service, weak in self-denial, weakin all in
which a congregation ought to be strong.
We shall simply give the factors and leave
theur application to every one as they sce
best, for some may work differeatiy o walike
coaditions.

Theres firsty a fulse genervasty. A gen-
e10sity 50 great that st ihinks vae chuarch as
good as anoiher, and lLikes Lo pauronize ali
alike. That evea biuks muie of a no-church
body, thaa of its own chuteb. Aund assists
iiberaity the go-church body eaviag uts owa
church to great and grave dencits 1a umes
of great aced. ln matter ot ureed or uving
faith it 1s so uberal that it hoids as creeds
100se1y as a mater of inaereace. Jt seems
to forget that a man’s life siows necessaruy
outof his ceeed. His life 15 just the em-
bodiment of bis creed. Loosezness in creed
is looseness in life.

Itis good to be generous, but oo man
ovghi to have a bigger heart than he can
catzy 1o his bosom. A trae geaerosity ful-
fills the old proverb, ‘' Chauty begins at
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home." [Itshows its Uberality there first
and specially. It doss not play fast aud
loose with its faith. That is sacred as the
fountain of life.

There 1s second, aspint of disunion, A
spirit that will have its own way let what
will come, A spint that has no considera-
uon for others, and that cleaves asunder
pke the dead weight of a duven wedge. A
spitit that cares not to  concthiate, or o for-
give, or to smooth rough places, or to make
trends, 1t1s what s called in the world
a devil.may-care spirit. A teuly satavic
spint 10 whomsoever it may teside. A
spint which each one ought to exorcise.
And which all ought to unite against that it
may be cast out.

The great adversary has learued the
prime lesson in strategy ¢ “Divide and
Conquer.” This leaven works disastrously.
It stealsin like a thief, and it breeds dis-
cord and leads to untold mischief.

A grumpy, grumbling individual, how-
ever distasteful to many, is apt to make
some poor, weak souls like himself, and
after atime they persuade themselves that
there is a cause for their unholy spirit,
which resis like a blight on the congrega-
tion to which they belong. Uaion is
strength, and union is the fruit of love.
Disnunioa is weakness, and disunion is the
fruit of selfishness and sin. Usually 1t
comes of the idolatry of self. Often mere
nobodies seek promioence only by the dis~
union and discomfort they create. They
would never be heard of but for that, poor
souls. They may be pited, but they must
be firmly dealth with if the leaven of their
lives is to be destroyed.

There is third,a worldly spirst. That
comes into the church (which is a spiritual
institution, with spiritual ends) and dis-
counts everything that is pronouncedly
spiritual. It is the Delilah shearing oftthe
locks of the mighty Samson. It is the
rationalistic spirit cootending with the
spirit of faith. Itsays shrewdly, doun't pitch
things at too high a key. Don't drive man
away from religion by being too strict. Ac-
commodate your teaching to the times.
These are very liberal times, you know.
Thesz are times when wise and great men
speak with reserve of a great many things.
This spirit resents the absoluteness and in-
tolerance of divine truth. It loves smooth
thiuzs. Ittriesto break down the clear
hines of demarcation between Christian and
un-Christian people. Its cry is, oneis just
as good as aootber, and sometimes a little
better. itdiscredits a faithful preacher by
the euphonic title of *“Old foggy.” One
such, speaking to me once of the difficulty
there was 1 presentiog God's own Word to
his congregation, said . One of my chief
men came to me, and said, *“ Mark you, it's
all nght that you say ; no one can takeex-
ception to i, but 1f you go on, you'll drive
away our best support.” When the minister
asked what was to be done in the circam-
stances, the gentleman said :; * Can't you
give us alittle Grecian or Roman history,
something that won't press so hard.” And
so he would have the minister ot jehovah,
bow at the knee of Baal !

The worldly spint is the spirit of com-
promise, unoerving the whols <piritual body.
1t makes the chaich of God nothing Le,ond
a very respectabie souiely, atehigious lab,
a pleasant salve for uneasy conciences. It
makes it come down from ‘* doing a great
woik” to meet wich a heathes Sanballat and
Geshem in *‘ one of the vi'ages in the plain
ofQac.” Tisobs it of its power by depriv-
ing it of its disunctive character.

There is fourth, an unbelsving heavt. A
heart that is oot simple toward God. That
does not take Him at His word. That puts
its own construction upon the plain and
casiy aadesstood siatements of God. The
teachbing of the New Testament in reference
to the believers walk and wotk ina con
gregation is written as with a pencil of light.
He isnot only to stand in close and loving
relations to the Lord humself but ke is'to
seek to bring others iato the same joy. He
15 Christ s own witgess. Christ says to each
follower of His, “ Go home to thy frieads

and teil what great things the Lord hath
done for thee, and hath had compassion on
thee, Let your light so shine before men
that they may seeyour good works, and
glorify your father who is in heavea.” Each
Christian isto be a witness, and so a work-
er, where he is. He 15 to be an evangelist
among the unsaved, liviog the gospel where
he s, speaking it on opportunity gotten ot
made, being agolden ray of light shining
sweetlyintothe woe-strickenand weary hearts
of men. Where a body of Christian people
1s living, asour Lord teaches, there will be
no need of evangelists frum abroad, They
themselves will be the best evaogelizing
agency that could be had. And this is,God's
purpose. The living, believing church is to
spread itself out upon the world, as the
prophet spread himself on the body of the
dead child, that it may instumentally breath
into it the new life of God.

But this calls for cross-bearing, self-
denial, prayer, holiness, and the uabelieving
heart is oot equal to the actasion, and it rolls
its responsibility elsewhere. Letus call in
an evangelist. Let us get help from with-
out. And help comes, the unbelieving
mass is galvanized for alittle, and it fall
back even intc greater weakness and unbelief
after the help is gone.

It discredits the ordinary means of grace
and casts on them a daring contempt, Its
hope of blessing rests only on a return of the
evangelist. Now, what 1s the church saved
for ? if notto evangelize the world about it ?
Thereis the sphere for the development of
its gifts and graces.

There is fifth, unsound doctrine. This is
what dries up the marrow inthe bones.
It has many forms. There may be a serious
lack, as is common to-day, of the severe
aspects of God's character and of the truth
expressing that. A fear to utter the very
truth the Lord uttered. Who so unveils
the end of evil men ? There may be uleav-
ing out of the sacrifice of the cross, and the
cleansing blood. There may be an imper-
fect or perverted gospel preached. One
without .he need of repentance, or one
patched up with legal additions. One tbag
sets aside the grace of God.  Salvationis of
grace and so it is by faith.

Or there may be teaching along one
line, or within an exceedingly narrow
circle,. The second conung may so over
shadow the first coming of the Lord, as to
deprive the second coming of its precious
meaning. Sociological or political themes
may so ecogross the attention that the
hearers may forget that they are sinoers
needing salvation.

The work of the Holy Spirit may so bulk
in the mind that He whom the Spinut, by the
trath, reveals may be lost sight of. The
lost ten tribes may be so preached that the
poor sinners may not see (hat they them-
selves are lost. One precious morsel of
truth may be so magunified out otall propor-
tion toits importance, that spititaal dyspep-
sia and leaness may seize upon the church,

and a strange, deathly weakness ensue. To be.

strong the church must have the whole
counsel of God preached to it.

THE ACCEPTED TIME.

There is an old ligend of a man who,
day dreaming in his chair, beheld a vision
which stood before him and beckoned him
to foliow her on to fortune. The maun wait-
ed, heeded not her call, aatil at lastshe
siem i, aud disappeared.  Just as the
vision faded, he sprang to hig feet and cried.

“¢¢Tell me who thou art 1" and received the

answer “1am Opportunity. Once neglect-
ed, I aever retarn.” Nothing is more triie
and frequently heard in religious instraction
and exhortation than this very thing we call
opportunity. And this is alike wise and ac-
cording to the Divine Word. The day will
not always last. Your day, my day, the
warld’s day, the day .of opportunity, the
day of grace,the day of salvation—all days
are rapidly passing away, and the last day,
that which we call the great day, the decisive
day, will surely and speedily come. There
is opportunity for us to work, by and by

(Drc, 1ath, 1894,

the time will depart. While it is day we
must wotk the works of Him that hathsent
us, and do what He hath commanded usto
do ; butif we idle this present opportunity
away, it will never return, and the neglect of
to-day may ncver be repaired. To morrow
will L ring the work for to-morrow, the duty
of to-morow, and likewise every day that
succeeds to-morrow. Therefore let the
work of to-day be done to-day, and then we
may calmly await the coming of the morrow,
if the morrow shall ever come. This trite
and old-time truth, every one knows, but all
do notheed. Nevertheless, it is such tr.th
as men need to have presistently and repeat
edly forced upon them, and always with re
ligious sanctions., “The night cometh
wherein no man can work.”—Herald and
Presbyter.

HOW T0 USE THE BIBLE.

1. Have for constant use a small portable
Bible with complete marginal references.

2, Carry a Bible or Testament with
you.

3. Mark freely with ink uponit:

Promises such as Isa. xli. 13,to Chris-
tians ; and invitations to unconverted, Rev.
iii, 20 and xxii. 17,

Brief notes may be written upon the mar-
gin, -

4. Do not be satisfied with simply read.
ing a chapter thrice daily, but study out the
full meaning of at least one verse aday.

5. Study to know the whole truth con-
tained in a single incident or a single mira-
cle—when and why written, how it applied
to self, and how to use it for others.

6. Study to know what for and to whom
each book of the Bible was written,

7. Believe every word of the Bible,

8. Learn one verse of Scripture each
day. Verses from memory will be wonder-
fully useful in your work for the impenitent.

9. Study how to use the Bible to lead a
soul to Christ.

10. Set apart fifteen minutes each for
studying it ; this little will be grand in re-
sult,

11. Read the book asifit was written
for yourself only

12. Always ask God to help vou under-
stand it and then expect he will.
cares of life to this day as to wholly un§t the
soul for these sacred duties. Andnot only
so ; the reading, social visiting, and un-
necessary work may be of such akind as to
render religious exetcises wholly unprofit-
able.

We may be fully absorbed in the work of
the Sunday-school, the church and the com-
munity. Home may bring it urgent de-
mands. Often times duties may seem
foreign to the religious purposes of the day,
but 1f its hours are commenced ina devotion
al spint, and the soul retainsa sense of
uniton with the Lord of the Sabbath, the
promuse of rest 1a Him will will be abundaut-
ly venfied.—New York Christian Advocalte.

wTHE EVERLASTING ARMS.”

One of the sweetest passages in the
Bible is this one : * Underneath are the
everlasting arms.” It is not often preached
from, because itis felt tobe so much richer
and more touching than anything we min;
sters can say about it. But what a vivid idea
it gives of the divine support ! The first
idea of infancy is of resting in arms which
maternal love never allows to become weary.
Sick room experiences confirm the impres-
sion, when we have seen afeeble motheror
sister lifted from the bed of pain by the
stronger ones of the household. In the case
of cur Heavenly Father, thearms are felt,
but aot seen. The invisible secret support
comes to the soul in its hours of weakness ot
trouble ; for God knmoweth our feebleness,
He remembers that we are but dust.—Dr. 7.,
L. Cuyler.

Johan Milton ;. There are no songs to be
compared with the songs of Zion, no orations
equal to those of the prophéts, no politics
sike these which the scriptures teach.
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