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1pastcor anb p~eople.
MIARY OP~ BETILINY.

rhtiu haIi,,ac3 village un Miuat O.ivcs la'ight.
Ti whiclî the Christ retired wl'cn day %vas e'r.,

To sperd in peaceful rcst a quiet night,
Par tran tilt noisy ctys ceasceixs font,

And suage thetc uai Uswba.,hIlIe ~alnily Ire,
The 'sime of Laraus, and ?xarha lite,

WVhere Mary alse knela, beloved ef yarc,
iIy Une who ail lier nimst feelings krîew,

1tlrend on îruubheceter knd and truc.

For MarY, she iad chosca the goad part,
Acid lium6;y sat and lstcred aL jl,s f.et

Thi, whieh atnee ao atisty the bpari.
Tlhe oDe îhing needft ; %lie would mccx

Tbîee avioairs un athe iay, and kindiy greci,
Great was thy bave, and fondly did'st thiu

clins!
To Ilim, ani in liaat higher love comptete

The costly box of spkenard thou did'si bring
To amaint for kurial thy beloved Kiîag

Now poureil the balam Lpon Ilis aching head,
Wlaclh filed tile bouse ih richest adors rare

Now bathxd Ilis fet itls rears, in racîknest
shed,

And dried them with thay bang datr taven
hair',

0, what a worl o! leving faitli was there.
Slae bath donc ail she caubd," wbîo could do

niare?
"She hath anainied Me %vila tender care;I
Tidinýs ut ibis shali sprcad thse wide worid

o Cr
WVler'er bily naine hi heard frons shore ta shore.

W S., iBel/ait Wtness.

%Vîitrn fur Tuie CANADA PRzsayrratAS.

A IVEAIL' CONGREGATIO.N.

REV. J. A. R. DICKSON, li.D., 'il. D.

So rxany factors come lnae play in pro-
duciag weakness ia a cengregation that it
nîay hc diffilcult te take tbem aIl up, but ne
doubitbe mention o! some wilb suggcst
others. And it may he o wetb wbiboe to m
attention te these that ar least the danger
signal nlay lie raised, and tears awakencd,
and precautions takea in ime. Ir may ho
presumed that seme congregations like some
cbildren are bora weak, and they neyer be-
corne strang, simply because the conditions
in whicb tbey live are flot favorable te
strengrh. Tbey bave cone ie existence
because ef a zeal withouî knowhcdge, blindly
yiehded te by a presbytery, and te meer no
zeal want-except a want ef genuaine
Christian consideration, and tbey are a con-
tinuai burden on other coagregations. It is
neither necessary nor wise, as an eIder once
expressed ir te pur a kirk ai evcry man's
door"' Doing that weakens some congrega.
iens, and ducs net make the congregatian
orgainzed ef sufficient strragrh te subsist la
a respectable condition.

The case is totaly different witb con-
gaegations la sparseby peopbed regos, soch
as Manitoba and the North West- There,
if tIse tew ho flt folded, and ted, ne hlock
wilb evor be gathered. There, the weak
beginaings must be nourished inte strength.
Tnere, we mu,.t care for the few tbat we mnay
la time secore the msany. Bot ir is net with
ither of these this paper deals ; ir is with

congregatiens scecningly strong but in
reaity weak-weak la spiritual influence,
weak in finanuadI force, weak ia oving
service, weak in self-dcniah, weak in ahI in
wbicb a cangregation ougbt te be strong.
We shaîl simpîy give the tactors and leave
tbe.r appLcaton te evexy ant as they set.
besi, for ûme iay woik Jfaar,-..uk
ceaditions.

Ttere Is fas, aLsui'cîj...A gea-
exobiay 30gleat ia arilétankb vile uhtxa.h as
gond as anootur, and bakes tu patronaze ali
aiake. TItLevea I.uks exut ul a ne-. ,.urh

body, tbau o! lis own cbhuî.b. And azsists
isbraty the na-.burçh body idviang its owc.
churcti to great and grave dexaits un lirnes
et great zneed. la mltiez ut çreed ar uvng
fatirLas se aberali bat ai tboads aaa c-reeds
ueoseay as a marrer lit aaILrac rseerns
tei forger, that a imans ie ;douyss ccssaraay
out of bas .ceced. Has laie s jibatIse cm-
bodîmont ot bis creed. Looseness in creed
is: looseness in if.

Ir as good ru bc genexeus, but no man
ouarte ohave a bi~goî hear tban ic tan
carzy lanbis bosom. A. truc generosaty foi-
filis thec ohd provorli, "Cbarity beginà at

home."' h shows ts libcrality there first
and specially. It dots net play fast and
baose wth its taith. That is sacred as the
fouaitain et ite.

There as secend, a spirit of disunion. A
spirit %bta iiiihave its awn way let swhat
will corme. A spirit that bas ne coasadera-
tien for orbers, and daat cleaves asuander
ike the dead wegbr et a draven wedge. A

spirat that cares not tea conciliate, or ze for-
gave, or te srnooth rough places, or te make
friends. It as what as calted in the wold
-a devil.may.care spirit. A truly satanic

%piral in whumsoevez t may reside. A
spirat whacb cach one augbt te exorcise.
And wbach ail ougbt te untte against that it
may be cast out.

The great adversary bas lcnzned the
prime lesson in stratcgy : IlDivide and
Coaquer." This leaven wozks disastrously.
Jr steals in like a thiet, and it breeds dis-
cord and leads te untold miscbief.

A grompy, grumbling individual, bow-
lever distasteful tenrnany, is apt te make
some pour, weak souls like bimselt, and
alter a rime rbcy persuade themselves that
there is a cause for their unbely spirit,
wbicb rosts like a bligbt on the congrega-
taon te which rhey beleng. Union is
strength, and union is the fruit cf love.
Distinion is weakness, and disunion is the
fruit et selflshness and sin. Usuilly it
cornes o! the idolatry cf self. Olten mecre
nobodies seek preminenceonoly by the dis-
union and discorntort tbey croate. Thcy
would never be heard et but for that, peor
seuls. They rnay be pited, but tbey must
bc firrnlV dealtb with if the leaven of their
lives is te bc destroyed.

There is third, a worldly spirit. That
cames lnto the churcli (which is a spiritual
institution, witb spiritual ends) and dis-
counts everythiag that is pronounccdly
spiritual. It is the Dlilah shearing off the
locks et the mighty Samson. Ir is the
zaionalistic spirit contending with thse
spirit of faith. Ir says shrewdby, don'î pitcb
rbîngs at rue igh a key. Don't drive man
away trom religioni by beiog tee strict. Ac-
commedate your teaching te the times.
These are very liberal rimtes, you know.
Thesc are tirnes wben wise and great men
speak with reserve of a great maay tbiags.
Tias spirit resents the absohiieness and in-
rlerance o! divine tiuth. Ir loves smooth
rhir.gs. lit tracs te break down the clear
ines ut demarcatioai betweea Christian and

ua.Cbristiana people. Its cry is, one is just
as good as another, and sometimes a ittle
better. la discredits a faitbfuh preacher by
the eupl.onic tîtle of IlObd foggy.» One
sucb, spcaking to me once et the difficulty
there was an prcscntaag God's ewn Word te
hîs cuagregation, saad . One ot my chie!
mca came te mc, and said, "lMark you, it's
ail raghr that you say ; ne onc can take ex-
ceprîuas to a, but if you go on, you'll drive
away our best suppart." When the miaister
asked vhar was te ho doc in the citcum-
stances, the gentleman said ."'Can't you
givo us a ittle Grecian or Roman history,
somc:hing that wen'r press se bard." And
se he would bave the minister et Jehevab,
bow ar the kace cf Baal 1

The woldly spirit is the sprit cf cern-
promise, unnerving the whole spiritual body.
It makes, the cbaitxh cf Gad nothing !be,and
a vexy respoi..abie so'.,ery, a reilgiocis ..cb,
a pîcasant salve for uneasy coaciences. It
makes it corne down from 'ldoing a grear
iiozk- tu meor wàth a heatbea Sanhallat and
Geshem in "ane of the u1 1 aonies in the niair,
Jt Oaaj.*'It jobs à ot i*s power by depriv-
in&a t its distinctive character.

Thero is fourrrb, an unbeUt ing hear!. A
beart that is net sipe toward God. That
does flot rake Him ar His v7ord. That pots
its ownx construction tupona the plain and
cabs.y cadesaod statoaents of Go d. The
teai..bsng of the New Testament in reference
te the believers walk and work ia a cen
gregattea is written as with a pencil cf ligbt.
He is flot only te stand in close and loaing
relations te the Lord harnself but bc is to
sceL to0 bzîag others auto the saine joy. He
as Christ s owîn wtness. Christ says te eac.h
folower et Hîs, "Gýo borne te îby frends

and tell wbat grear things the Lord bath
dente for thec, and bath had compassion on
thee. Let yaur lighr se shine betore mon
that îhey may sco your good works, and
glori(y your father who is in Iioaven." Each
Christian is te be a witness, and se a work-
er, where ho is. Ho as te be an evangelist
arnong the unsaved, living the gospel wheze
hie is, spcaking it on opporruaity gotien ei
made, heing a golden zay et ight shining
sweetly inte the woestricken and weary hecarts
et men. Wherc a body ef Christian people
s living, as or Lord teaches, thero will be
ne aeed et evaogolisrs Izurn abrcad. TLey
themselves will ho the best evangehiziag
agcncy that could be had. And this is.God's
purpose. The living, believing churcb is te
spread itselt out upon the worbd, as the
prophet spread bimsclf on the body of tbe
dead child, that it may insrumentally breath
inte it the new ife ef God.

But this catis for crdss-beariag, self-
denial, prayer, holiaess, and thse unIs oieving
bcart is net equal te the actasio, and it relIs
its rospnnsibiliry elsewhera. Let us cati in
an cvaagelist. Let us get belp tramn with-
eut. And help cames, the unbelieviog
mass is galvanized for a littie, and it fait
back oven intc, greater weakness and unbelief
after thse help is gene.

Ir discredits the ordinary means cf grace
and casrs on thern a daring contempt. Its
hope cf blessing rests oaly on a returf ot thse
evangelisr. Now, wbar as the cburcb saved
for ? if notrea evangelîze the wozhd about it ?
There is tIese phero for the developmnent of
its gits and graces.

There is fifth, unsound doctrine. This is
-whar dries up the marrow in thse bancs.
Ir bas maay forms. There may be a seriens
lack, as is commun to-day, et the sovero
aspects of God's character and of thse truth
expressiag that. A fear tea iter the very
truth the Lord utrered. Who se unveils
the end of eval mena? Tiiere may bo xa leav-
ing eut etfrthe sacrifice efthtIe cross, and the
cbeansing bbood. There may ho an imper-
fect or perverted gospel proached. One
witbaur dhe nced of repentance, or ane
parcbed up with legal additions. One tbat
sers asade the grace et God. Salvation as ef
grace and se ir is by faitb.

Or there may ho teachaog ahong co
ine, or withaa an excecdîngby narrew

crcie. The second coming may sea ver
shadow the first coming of tIse Lord, as ro
deprîve the second cumniag of irs precieus
meanîag. Sociologîcal or political themes
rnay saecngross tIse attention tIsai the
bearers may forger that thcy are sinners
neediang salvation.

The work ef the Holy Spirit may se bulk
in the mind that He wborn the Spirit, by the
trath, zeveals may be lost sight ef. Thse
lest ten tribes may be so preached thar the
poor sinners may net sec ïhar îbey rhern-
selves are lest. One precious morsel cf
trzuth ray be sa magnified ort fait propor-
tion tars amporance, that spairual dyspep-
sia and laness rnay seize upon the churcli,
and a strange, dearhly weakness ensue. To be,
strong thse chuzch rnust have the whole
ceunsel et God preached ro ir.

THE ACCEPTED PIME.

Thezo is an old L..gead ef a man wvrh,
day dreamng la bis chair, beheld a vision
which srood before him and bcckoned him
te follow ber on te fortune. Thse man wvait.
cd, heedcd net bex cati, until at last she
;=r .. ad cxsappcarcd. Just as tbe
vision faded, he !,pxang te his.feet and cried.
"tTell me whe thon art 1" and received the
answez "I arnOpportunity. Once negloct-
cd, Inedr returnaY Nothing is moretrz;te
and frequently beard ia religions nstruction
and exhortation than this vory tbing we cati
opportunity. And this is alike Wise and ac-
cerding te the Divine Word. The day will
flot aixvays last. Yexaz day, my day, the
wsrhd's day, the day oef oppertuniry, the
day o! graco, the aay of salvation-abi days
are rapidby passiag away , and the hast day,
that whi(ch xve caîl the gzear day, the decisive
d&y, will surcly and specdiby cone. Thora
is epporunity for us te wrk , by and by

the time will depart. While it is day we
must work the works of Him that bath sent
us, and do what Ho bath commanded us ta
do ; but if we idle this prescrnt cpportunity
away, il wil nover retam, and the neglect or
to-day may neyer be repaired. To morrow
will 1 ring the work for to.rnorrow, the duty
of to.morow, and likcwvise every day that
succeeds to-rnotrow. Therefore let the
work of to-day be donte to-day, and then we
mnay calmly await the coming cf the morrow,
if the morrow sbalh ever corne. This trite
and old-time trutb, every one knows, but ail
do fot heed. Nevertheless, it is such tr-.th
as men need to have presistently and repeat
edly forced upon tbemn, and always with re
ligiaus sanctions. «"Thn nigbt cometh
wherein no man can work'-Herald and
Presbyter._________

HO W PO USE TII.E BIBLE.

i. Have for constant use a small portable
Bible with complote marginai references.

2. Carry a Bible or Testament with
you.

3. Mark freely witb ink upon it:
Promises such as Isa. xli. 13, tu Chris.

tians ; and invitations to unconverted, Rev.
iii. 2o and xxii. 17.

Brief notes may be written upon the mar-
gin.

4. Deoflot be satisfied witb simply read.
ing a chapter tbrice daily, but study eut the
full meaning of at least anc verse a day.

5. Study te kaow the whole truth cou-
tained in a single incident or a single mira-
cle-when and why written, bow it applied
te self, and how te use it for others.

6. Study te know what for and te whom
each book of the Bible was writtea.

7. Believe ovcry word cf the Bible.
8. Learn anc verse of ScriPture each

day. Verses from mernory wil be wonder-
fully uselul in your work for the impenitent.

9. Study how te use the Bible te lead a
seul te Christ.

ao. Set apart fifxeen minutes each for
studying it ; this little will be grand in re-
suIt.

i i. Read the book as if ir was written
for yourself only

12. Always ask God te belp you under-
stand it and then exp ect hie will.
cares of lie tu this day as tu wbo)ly xnft the
seul for these sacred duties. And net oaly
se ; the reading, social visiting, and n-
aecessary work may be ef such a kind as tu
render religieus exorcises wbolly unprofir-
able.

We may be fully absorbed in the work cf
the Sunday-scbool, the churcb and the cern-
munity. Home may bring it urgent de-
mands. Olten imes duties may seern
foreiga te the religions purposes cf the day,
but if is hourb are commenced in a devotion
al spirit, and the seul reains a sonse of
union wth the Lord of the Sabbatb, the
promise of test an Han will will be abundant-
ly verfied.-JVew York Chris.ti an Advocate.

T2HE EV1E.RLA STING AÂRMS."

One of the sweetest passages in the
Bible is this one Underneatb are the
everlasting arms." It is net cften prenched
Ex uni, because it is felt te ho se machl richea
and more toucbing than anyrhing we min;
stets cati say about it. But wbat a vivid idea
ir gaves et the divine zLpport! The first
adea cf înfanc.y is of resting in arms which
maternai. love neyer allows tu become weary.
Sack raom experiences confirm the impres
sien, when we have seen a feeble merber er
sister lifted fromn the bcd of pain by the
strenger cnes oft tIehousehold. la the case
ef out Hcavenly Fathez, the ars are toit,
but net seen. The invisible secret support
cornes te the soul ;n its bours cf weakness ez
troublei foi Gad lcnoweth eut feebleness.
Ho rememrbers that we are but dust. -Dr. 7.

John Miton:. There are ne sangs te be
...erpared with the songs of Zion, ne oratiens
equalte these of the prophécs, ne poliicge

iko tbcsc wbich the scriptures teacb.
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