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Our tontrtbutor6.
A MANh LIKE YONV.

DYKOONA~

Many years ago we opent a f ew daya
lu a locality that had a short turne ha-
fore. been vlited by an ala preacher
trom oie o! our Ontario cities. The City
brother bad preached tiv o or three o!
hie" beat sermons, aid had made a good,
aid we hope, lastlng lmDreslou. Amoug
hie mont effusive admirera was an excel-
lent elderly lady, wbo on every possible
occasion exbausted ber stock o! adjec-

Ives lu hie praise, andid ounu p every
panegyr-le by exciaîmlng,

"'OH, IV WEC HAP A MAN LIKE YON."

Before reachig thia Climax, sbe aiways
asserted that Vhs City man's coigrega-

ion waa very pions, that Vhay Ilved and
laboured for Vhs Lord lu Vhe mont loving
way Imaginable, and that nobody could
attend that dhurci without "1gettlng
good." VYeara afterwards, we kuew that
congregatlon weii. It was neither bat-
Ver nor worse thai a dozen others that
coul1d'eaeîly lie named. If ail the good
people there loved sscI other !erveutly
sous o! thsm took rather peculiar ways
of uiowing their affection. Mauy no
doubt "«got good" by atteudlug Vhs ser-
vices, auJ, as lu ail cougragations, soma
liscame har Iensd. Somebody had given
Vhs goodJ womau exaggçrated facto, or
sho bad drawu VOoo reely ou ber imagina-

ion.
That good1 woman daserved credit for

wlshing that bar congreagat ion bad a
good pastor. Her beart wa@ right, but
ber Judgment was poor. The City broth-
er was a good man aid aur eloqu.enrt.
preacher, but lie would perbapa noV
have ,lone as gooi work lu that particu-
lar'corner o! Vhs vinayard as Vhe rural
brother who haà! mat left. The wlsh
Vo bava hlm may bave beau plona, but
au ounce o! sauctIi ld common seuse la
wOrth more Vian a ton o! senselees, plous
wlshes.

Ton mai Wonld flot bava coma If ha
had -been asked, and oongregations rare-
ly gain anything by calllug mai who
don't coma. Wîshung for Impossible
thîn go or Impossible men ig noV a
nourlshiug kind o! exercise for aithar
congregations or ludivîduala.

Yoèn mai conld noV have lived ou the
salary even If ha had coma. His salary
aV home was more Vlan tiras Mes as
large a Vhsgo<xd womau'a congregatîon
coud have pald aid Vhs coveted mInis-
Ver haà bard esugli work Vo geV on
-wlVh IV.

Von mai mîght noV bave taken kiudly
Vo Vhe position even If ha iad coma. Look-
Ing back over Vhs many ysars that have
intervened, and knowlng what we now
kuiow, we feel resouably certain thaï
thougli yon mail' made a powarful im-
pression with Vwo or tbrea sermons, ha
neyer would have succeeded as pastor o!
Vhs Congregatîon. Hie physical and men-
tal make-up -wsrs quite unsuitable.

The makiug o! a preacher Ilke yon
man aid Vhs kespIig Co, hlm at bis hast«
involve Vhs possession o! a good llbrary.
The City broVher lu question had an ex-
sellent library. A llbrar-y, aven a mld-

Vhe -leadin cities o! the UuiVed states.

The sudden change to staying at home
ail the tîme and confinIng hia view wlth-
lu the feuce around bis manse, might
have redneed yon man's preaching power
f ifVy per cent.

There la sald Vo be a great deal o! un-
reat lu our Mion at the preseut t1ime. Bo
many ,pators waît a change and s80
many cougregatIons are slghing for Im-
possible yon-mais, that it le aeriously
proposed Vo Introduce the Methodist itin-
eracy lu a modifled form. Severai years
wIll no doulit paso, and many people wiii
have to be consulted and perhaps sev-
eral other remedies tried t irot. Mean-

ime there are two thinga any congrega-
tion eau do. The one la to geV rld f or-
ever o! the wretched rag o! Popery,
whlch ieado even Presbyterians Vo Vhlnk
that the miniater should do everythung
lu aid around the ehurch except the
grnmbllng. Faîcy the absurdity of
mei shoutiug about the martyrs, and
Covenaiters, and Fathers deu-ounel ng
priestsanad voiterating about Romish
aggresslon, whiie they, lu at leait one
particular, are Romaniste at heart. The
Idea that the minlater shouid do every-
thing liq the church le thoronghiy Rom-
anlat. The Watehmai scores weii when
1V says that the tap-root of the crav-
lng for a mInIster wbo eau "dJraw," la
Romanlat. Many people want a mai
wbo eau draw so that they need do noth-
Iing tiiemaelves. That lo a sad faet. The
other'* thing that cau be doue to pre-
vent the Increase o! unrest la Vo stop
sIghing for Impossible yon-maua, and
beip the pastor ws haveby dolng our
o-wu rllure of the work.

RESPECTING ELDERS.

BT W. H. M.

"Love pleada no excuse o! lmpos3slbllityj"
Iu makIng practîcai suggestions as to

what we might or rather what we ought
to do, I procsed upon the assumptioil
that we are ready Vo dev ote at least
ast much tîme Vo hs business as councli-
lors and aldermen, and other publie-spîr-
lt-ed men, devote to theirs ; aid Vo expend
ai~ much euergy and earneat tbought dur-
iug thiat time as we aeveraiiy do lu the
prosecution of our respective businesses
or professions.

True, Vhe profits are oniy ultimate
perfection o! character and eternal telle-
ity, Inatead o! a. haiiadsýome brick honse
and the chief seat at the feat; and Vo
us " practicai men" these profits are Voo
unaubtantial aud visionary Vo enter Into
our caiculations, or at ieast Vo weigh lu
the balance witlî the brick bouse and
eblet seat. Yet, atrauge Vo say, even the
moat eminentiy practîcal o! us wiil lu
words acknowiedge the power and au-
thorlty o! Vhs Master, who demanda our
ntmost endeavour, aid who lu raturn
promises these bsaveniy riches. IV wlii,
then, be forgiven me If I assume thie
taith Vo be reai ; and If IV lie reai, vho
dare aay the Vauks b'ere sugges4ed are
too great?

It la aioVo be assumed that we can
choose out o! a churcli of, say three hun-
dred familles, at ieast Vwenty capable
men, wiîo have tact and ChristIan reflue-
meut, and whose tIme need noV lie wboi-
iy occupled wlVh the struggle for sali-

work there ever be ietV to the weaker

among us ? Muet abilty, vigour, and am-
bition nlwnys lie sel!lsh ? As IV has been
saad, the, presaut n2aed la that men sbould
practise saif-denial lu ratuaing Vo maka
money rather than lu giving IV away.

Then, as Vo wbat seem Vo me Vo be
the duties o! Eldersbip : Iu generai terme,
Vhs Eider la bouud Vo lie bot4h.b lhbJjs
aid pastor o! bis di Atrict; that la Vhe
oversear and feeder, or, Vo use a co-mpre-
hensîve name, the deacon or mlnisterlng
servant. And be le noV merely the spir-
itual overseer ; but bis militry extends
Vo Vhe bodies and souls of bis !iock. Hie
district ahould be smiali. Iu the case of
a churcli containlng tbree bundred fam-
illes, and havIng twenty eiders, the Eider
wonld have charge o! f ittesun familles.
Every member o! these familles lie shoulCà
know weii, and, If possible, their history
trou chIldhood, that lie may advlae and
act IntalIgeîtly. And it abouid be bis
constant aim Vo make bimsei! thoraugli-
ly acquaInted with every non-churcli-go-
ing tamîiy and ail uncared-!or poor ln
bis district. They sbouid be consîder-
ed a portion of bis f lock, o! whom lie
wIil be required Vo reuder account at the
comlng Judgment: " Tbe cause o! hlm
I knew noV I searcbed ont."

The Eider wbo reverences isi office as
o! divine appolutment, and assumes sncb
large duties, wlll rapIdly gain a etatuas
lu the churcli and lu bis commuuity that
wIll enabie hlm, noV only Vo aid and ad-'
vise Vo good purpose, but Vo exercise
(wiVh due tact) a certain gentie author-
Ity and supervision wbere sncb assnmp-
tion le now geueraily regarded as offIc-
ions. He wili be treated as a euh-min-
leVer, havlug ail the atithority and dig-
nIty of a trua miniater lu bis district.
Once the Eider la lu sarneat about bis
business, Vhe difficulties of astablshing
lut Imate and aympatbatic relations
witb f rou i f teen Vo twenty familles; will
noV be mo great but that tbey can be ov-
ercome by ordluary mn by the exercige
o! the same amount o! tact, Jndgnxent
and energy as they employ lu their res-
pective calliuga.

Let me now mention more apsclfcally
a few o! bis dutias:

i. Ha la a tather Vo Vbe ueedy.-IV la
the Eider's f Irst dnty Vo see that hie fiock
(Iucludlng Vhs churchss and uncared-for
lu bis district) are decentiy honaed, clotb-
ed and ted; aid for thie purpose there
aboulci be a liberal churcli fund lntrusted
Vo hlm Vo adminîster. The diatreas ha
bas Vo deai wiVh may be cauaad by Ilmace,
iack o! work, or sncb like Invountary
nIlfortune; or Vo idIeness, improvideuce,
drunkeuness, or other misconduct. if
cansed by any o! the former ciasa of cas-
es, there la a clear rîglit Vo relie! ; and
If we do noV cheerfniiy and tenderly ren-
der aucli relie! lu a eystematlc manner,
we noV only vlolate our natural prîncl-
pie o!bumauîty, but dleobey the speci!-
lc Injunctions o! our Master, whose taise
stewards we: are. We tremble at the
thundera o! Mount SunaI, but we do not
enough tsar Vhs thunders o! Olivet. For
Vhs law o! mlnistry was promulgated as
solemnly by Jesus Christ as was Vhs $ln-
altie Law, and accompauled by Vreaten-
luge as terrible. Eitber troin Gerlzlm or
trom Ebai shah Vhse voice proceed as we
pas béf ors the Sou o! Mai, crylug,
diWhen saw ws- Thes ?"

Vo relief, howsver caueed. But then

rHE CANAD)A PRESBVT"ERIAN.

Then let my shonider tall tromn
shouider-biade,

Aid mIne arm be broken troua

the

Vhe

Fathers of our Churcli, Cbrlst'a. Pas.
tors, you are Vhe teeders o! Hiei flock;
Vhs la your mintistry. You dare. noV.
shlft IV. Vou shonld rather b. Jealous
lest another take your giory.

Iu another lettér I shall'speak o! the
Eider as the leader lu riglÉteous living,
and the minîster o! spiritual thlnug,
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mucli more ought to be riftemptedj Now
1 arn quite aware of, and fhighiy appre-
clate, the great deai that la don,3 for the
poor and tinfortunate by lndilviduals lun
the Church, by the Ladies' Aid Socletles,
Christian Endeavor Socleties, and the Y.
M. C. A., and other organizations. What
I have been saying ha. no retereuce to
them.

But we as a Church do not -make tiBl
practIcai work our business. If anything
le doue, it la doue by a branch soclety,
or by Individuais3. There la no organlzai-
tion capable o! deaitnsç w1th the question.
We do aima haphazard, and are doubtlesa
ofteii cheated. Nobody la respoiusible;
Now, thia ministry to the needy being -set
forth piaIly as our tiret If flot our chie!
duty, the whoie body o! the Church as a
Church shouid devote ltseif to It.- The
Eiders are our minîsters and proper alm-
oners ; they are the proper presîdents of
the respective district " Relie! Socleties,"
and shouid be heid reaponsible !or any
dia reso.

The women la the Church, who do so
mucli now at great disadvantage, wouid
fUnd thelr work easler and more effective
ln the Eiders' organization. A part of
their work wouid be the establihhment
ot sewlng and cooking classes a.t the
bouses o! the poor ;' and lu thle way the
ladies would have many opportunities to
teach and enforce the laws o! cleanlines
and order. Then what good the young
ladies might do by instItutlng prIiate
Kindergarten achools, and so f orth.

At the head o! ail thia activity le, tiret
as general director, the Miniater, and un-
der hlm as I have saad, the district Minis-
ter, or Eider, who la responsible forbis
district; and the workera are ail thoso
who wiil work. Ail ahould be Loyaiy
obedient to the Miister and Eider, as
soldiers to officera.

1 have recently become aware o! a
caae of distresa lu our town, which shows
what unknown suftering there may be,
ln the absence o! any responsible organ-
ization-when there la no searchIng out.
Near my home there Ilves, lu a fllthy and
dlaorderly shanty, a !amily 'whoae unfor-
tunate condition bas attracted the.at-
tention of the neighbours. The young
wlfe and her baby were Iiifor some
montha. The baby died a !ew weeka
ago, but the mother la now abie to be
about. The doctor states that the
death o! the baby was caused by iack o!
proper nourlsbment, and that the Ilîlesa
of the woman was Increased and prolong-
ed by the same cause. The busband, ow-,
ing Vo asthma, cannot do heavy, wc4rk,
bas been unable for several montha Vo
obtain anythlng to do o! any couse-
quence. The baby's funerai expensea
were paid by the Salvation Army (to
wblcb the famlly do not belong)..J IdO
not Vblnk that any cburcb was aware of
this case until I informed the Anglican
Rector (they profesing Vo be Anglican),
wboae practical benevolence ia well
knowu.

The presence ot a great deal of dis-
treslu our town la admitted by those
who know the state o! the poor ; and lu
a large ciVy 1V muet be very great. As
evidence o! thia I may mention that a
few days ago a circular ws letVa'. m-"


