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The telephone city was at its best when
the Commissioners arrived there last week.
Branttord is a beautiful city ut any time,
but specially beautiful in the month of
June The people, however, are the main
parr of any city, and if there are any more
kindly and hospitable people in the Dom-
jnion. than the citizens of Brantford, the
General Assembly has not yet come a8ross
them.,

The General Assembly knows no Last
or West in the distribution of its honours.
Dr Cochrane and Dr. McMullen were elect-
ed to the Moderatorship in Fastern cities,
the one In Halifax, and the other in St.
John. Quite likely there wuas 2 ma-
jority ol Lastern Cowmmissioners in  the
‘House when both gentlemen were elect-
ed. 'There were, at least, ten Western to
one Fastern man present when Dr. sSedge-
wlck was unanimously put in the char.
There is no sectivnal feeling in the
Chureh; a matter ior which the Church
;shoﬁlc be profoundly thankful.

It is pleasant to know that fortune
smiles kindly upon manse families, as well
as upon families that have wore of thise
worli's goods. Not long ago, one Ol
the sons of a well-known Nova Seotia
minister, was appointed a judge ol the
Supreme Court of Canada. Soon after,
another was made a D. D.; and last week,
the General Assembly appointed the new
D. D. Moderator of the Supreme Court
of his Church. Rarely, indeed, does s0
much honour come to one family in 'so
short a time. But after all, ix there
any better place in the world for a boy
to start from than a manse?

1t was a happy circumstance that the
reports for the best Home Mission year
should have been read in the ehurch in
which the Convener of the Home Mis-
sion Committee of the Western Section has
preached for thirty-two years. Dr. Coch-
rane has been associated with the Home
Mission work of the Church, while that
wor¥ has moved westward from the Coun-
ty of Bruce to the Pacific. He looked,
and no doubt felt, happy, as he made the
totul of $142,000 ring through thesplen-
did audience room in which his voice has
been heard so long. Why ‘should he not
be happy and grateful, in looking over
the Home Mission report. It is given
to few men to be sc long and so success-
fully connected with such a noble work.

Principal Caven’s opening. sermon—
elsewhere published in full—was a timely
and able contribution to the discussion
of a subject that has, of late, bulked large-
ly in the public mind on both sides of the
Atlantic, and on which the last word
may not be spoken for some time to
“come. While open to light, that may
. eome from any quarter, provided it is
light, the learned Principal holds fua:t
to the orthodox theory of Inspiration,
anid is both willing and able to deiend
the theory he believes and teaches. And
here i3 a good place to xay that, there
Is no occasion for unrest in the Church
in regard to this particular doctrPne.
1If one good man has gone wrong, and
it rests with the Church Courts to say
"whether he has or not, the Church, as
a whole, is as sound on the question of
‘inspiration as it ever was. Indeed, there
Is more danger at . the prevent time from
preclpita’te action, than from any other
cause,

THE CANADA
I'h: popular evening meetings of the
Assembly have so far been among the
best, if not the very best, ever held by
the Supreme Court. There was a spien-
dikl audience on  Home Mission »vening,
the speaking and the singing were good
and though the meeting did not end untii
hali-paxt ten, the attention oi the audi-
cuce never flagged. The next evening.
when the IForeign Mission work was dis-
cussed, the church was crowded, and the
audience as lively and responsive as ever,
The speakers were limited to ten minutes
each, and stopped, most cf them,!in the
middle ol a sentence, when their time
was up. It zeemed a littie hard to soae
in the audience, that a missionary who
hail come all ihe way Irom lndia or China,
shouid have ~v little time, but what could
be dome ?  Theére are only a certiin nu-
ber of minutes in an evening, and il & large
nuamber oif men have to speak, each can
have only a limited amount oi time. The
returned missionaries acquitted them-
selves well. It is needless to say that
Dr. Patoun was received with enthu-iasm.
Tae vast audience rose wlhen he was in-
trovuced, and gave him a royal weicome.
Witis characteristic modesty, he stopped
twice as the hour of adjournment had
come, but each time the audience com-
pelied him to go on. Altogether, the
meeting was one of those poweriul demon-
strations that only Presbyterians get up,
amd  they outy once in a long while.

The following suggestive incident was
relatedd by the Moderator of the Iree
Church Asscmbly in his closigg address @ --

“Many years ago 1 et on 4 d.gihiaod
rowd ode ot e Med’, as they weere called,
wiho have exereszd so large an iniluence
A that part o0 our Church.  He had learn-
ed to regird me widy proiound distrust
] may even suy that he thougzht me about
the most dangerous persoa then w.thin
our borders. But we got mnto conversa-
tion, amnd sat dowm on a wall by the road-
side, and 1 suon found that he was a good
mam, a devoted servant of the lLosd Jesus,
ifrom whose experience there was not a
little that I could learn. Had we dis-
cugsed and dlsputed, as we mizht have
done, I fear 1t would have been a barren
meetng to us botl,.  But 1 look back on
that hour ander the shadow of Cairngorm
as bne of ihr2 best in all my days, when
two souls, wayfaring here amid clouds
and mists and misnnderstandings, met and
recognized one¢ another, and saw the shad-
ows flee away ere they parted.”

Had Dr. Smith and this Highlander dis- -

cusstdd some of the questions pemling in the
General Assembly, po doubt they would
have difiered, and probably parted in an
irritated, if not angry, mood. But they
discussed experimental questions, amnd the
Highlander went ome, no doubt, thinking
the Edinburgh minister was not such a
heterodox man after all; and the brilliant
young preacher went away convineed that
“ The Men +weore much more reasonable
than he had thought. There is a timely
and suggestive lesson here jor the Presby-
terian  Church in Canada at the present
moment. If ministers and other good men
would talk less about the ‘‘ Campbell case,”
and more about experimental religion,
when they meet. the Campbell case would

be much wwore easily settled.

THE CASE OF PROF. CAMPBELL.

The General Assembly never did a wiser
thing than when it left the case of Prof,
Campbell to the Montreal Presbytery. Any
kidd of deliverance given by the Supreme
Court now would have the appearance of
a prec-judgment, and would have jettered
the action of the local court. Besides,
Proi. Camplell was not belore the Assem-
bly, mor was he ip way represented there;
amnd the very appearance of trying a4 man
behind his back and unheard is so repug-
nant tQ oar ileas of Britisb justice, that
had th® Assenbly dome anything of that

kind, any fature action it might be calied .

upon to take would have been geriously dis-
counted. The Assembly was wisely guld-
ed, and everybody hopes the wisdom dis-
played last week may exert a salutary
influence upon the whole matter.

The Montreal DPresbytery is quite able
to deal with what is called the Campbell
Case without any outside assistance.
There s no Presbytery in the Church that
can b more safely trusted. It is a large
boidy, and has on its roil a.considerable
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number of the most influential names in
the Preshyterinnism of Canada. Its orth-
odoxy is beyond question. The Presbytery
will do its duty; and let every man out-
sikie of its bounds do his duty by letting
the Presbytery alone—in other and plain-
er words, by minding his own bhusiness.
We can zet om in this country without
the American system -of deluging with
letters every mam who has important du-
ties in Church or State. The only adverse
criticism heard in the Assembly was that
the Presbytery moved slowly. Well, jus-
tice always does move slowly. Judicial
proceedngs should never be conducted in
a hurry. " A Church Court is not a public
meeting or a mob. A Presbyterian
Church court has no business to take a pan-
ic.  Anyway, the Presbytery itseli knew
best how and when it should act.

Now that Proiessor Cawpbell’s Lecture
is fairly DLeiore his Presbytery, it is to be
hoped thiat vommon decency, not to spenk
of British iairplay or Christian charity,
will prevent the press from commentinz
om the casa while it is sub judice. The
eivil courts have a short and easy methoid
of preventing people from interfering with
the administration of justice. They iine
or pul in jail busybodies who try to in-
flusnce judges, juries or witnesses, or try to
inflame public opinion in regard to cases
thhat are pending in the courts. 1t is a
thousand pities that the Church courts
lilave not som=2 way of enjoreimz silence
while judicial work is being done.  Any-
thing more bas2 and cowardly than try-
ing to influence a Church by editorials and
anonymous letters cannot wiell be imagined.
The injustice is all the more rank, because
the writer of the anonymous attack may
some day be found sitting as a judge in
the case. ‘The meanest tramp in the Domy
imon is protected from newspaper attacks
while under trial: and surely Prof. John
Campbell shiould have equal justice in the
Church whieh he has served so well and
of which his father before himm was an
honoured member aund ofiice-bearer. We
have every confidence in the Presbytery ol
Montreal, aad bedleve Proi. Caanpbell will
have fairplay in spite of the attempts that
have been made to prejudice the mindls
of the Chareh agamst him. Newspapers
are useful vor their own purpowses, but they
never were intended to take the place of
ecelegiastienl courts.

THE HOME MISSION REPORT.

No more interesting or encouraging doe-
ument, as a rule, comes before our Gon-
eral Assembly than the Home Mission Re-
port. We shall refer to it more at length,
and from time to time during the year.
Meanwhile, we content ourselves with a
brief reference to the Report for 1892-3,
and that only for the western section of
the 'Church, reserving that for the eastern
section to a later issue. It embraces
within its compass several departments of
Church work coming under the head of
Home Migsions, such as Augmentation,
with whighi we shall deal separately by and
bye, Students’ Missionary Societies, Young
T’eople’s ‘Home Missionary Societies, and
Women’s Societies for a like purpose, Mis-
sions to ‘the Lumbermen, with tables of
statistics embracing f{imance and work
dome generally.

For years, with scarcely an exception,
this Report has had to speak of success,
prosperity and progress, and to ascribe
praise and thanksgiving to the gr2at King
and Head of the Church for His manifest
blessing resting upon our Church’s work
in this regard. The Report of this year
is no  exeception in  this respect. “A
large number of new figlds, ex-
pecially in the North-West and British Col-
umbiin -have been taken up, while many
Mission Stations have passed to the list
oi Augmented Congregations, and a con-
siderable number of Augmented Congre-
gations have become self'-sustainlng."

The Liberality which has so steadily for
mary years sustained and carried forward
this great arm of our Church’s work, is
worthy of all praise. The spirit of giving
has grown with the growth of the de-
mands of this work; and, let our readers
note it, as there Is room, so there is still
need for this spirit to grow. ‘“The de-
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mands,” says the Report, * upon the Com-:
mittee are constantly increasing, year by
year, requiring a much higher degree ol
liberality oii the part of our congregations,
if the Chureh is to maintain the positiod
she has attained, and advance to still high-
er things in the years to come.”” We trust
and believe that this call of the Home
Mission Committee will he responded t0
amd that the younz race of Presbyterians
rising up will in this respect be worthy
of their fathers.

Briel sketches of Home Mission woOrk
in many Presbyteries are given, being moré
full in those which have the largest mis
gion fields, such as Quebec, Montreal, Kin&
ston, Barrie, Algoma, the Muskoka regio®
and in Manitoba, the North-West and Brit-:
jsh Columbia. A very interesting itel
appearing for the first time in this year'®
Report is that of winter supply of our
mission fields, as aifected by the summer
Theological Sessiom, instituted in conﬂec"
thon with our Collere in Winnipeg. k

It will zladden many our Churclt
all we should hope, to hear that this new
departure in our Church’s action has be"g
ottended with * very gratilying result$
go far as the question of winter's suppl¥
is concerned. ‘** These young men supplied
26 mission stations, connected with whi
are about 1,200 families oi our qwn[)h“"CD
and a large number belonging to other de-
nominations. But for their help sever?
important missions would have had no sup”
ply, whieh would have inflicted serio®’
loss on our cause. The summer sessio?
arrangement from the side of the missio®
tieid may hence be pronounced a distinet
succesg.” .. "

Iu this Report are also found wha
should be most helpful and stimulating 10
the end i view—forms o Constitution IF
Young leople’s Home Missionary sSocie”
ties, auxiliary to the Home Mission CO®’
mitee, for Présbyterial and Synodieal 50‘3'
ieties, and for Women’s Missionary S50
jeties on Dbehali o Home Mission work:
Why shoulld not such ‘societies becomt a4
numerous aand as powerful ior gooﬂ a
home as tiey have already become for
work abroad ?

The receipts for the Home Mission Fund
propergdurng the year have been $118+
857.96, mot  imcluding Augmentatiot
Th.s leaves a balance im favour o the
tund o/ $6,024.98. This iavourable nh?w‘
ing i due, however, the Report states, "0
to the imereased contributions of ©€0%
gregations,  but
gquests received during the year, a soure?

'

of revenue that can never be depended UP°

on.”  Let aot congrogations, thereloré

slacken the.r contributions, but rather, ,
view of ever-increasing needs, greatly L

crease them.

The number of mission fields repO"wdA
this year, is 842, having 990 pre&cnms'
stations.
35,171, coming from 11,254 families,
2897 single persons not connected wit
families, and a roll of communicants

2,047, - A

This brief resume, gives but the falot
est idex of the zeal, interest, thousl™
care and diligence given to it by all €%
nected with this great work of %
Church. Al honour to the men eng®
ed in carrying it forward so succes
from the energetic Convener of the
Committee, to the humblest labouréer

anl

field covered by our Home Missionary op”
erations. Let the Church support the”
heartily, by iheir prayers, contrl
and sympathy, to the honour and glor:
of Him' who has given our Church tuls
grent work to do, for the extension 87"
juilding up of His kingdom in our lan€- .

THE BRIGGS CASE.

The verdict of the Assembly settl?;
nothing. Instead of the end of the "‘;‘_
tle over the Bible, it 1s only the P
ning —Chrigtion.at-Work.  (Undepomi®
thomal).

The Church stands by the Bible- _
will have none of that criticism W te
begins with doubt as to the absol®

authority of the Word of God.——ﬁef&l{\

and Presbyter. ) . poth
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