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Totes of the Tleekh.

I1 is announced that a large number of Irish Pres-
byterian students are in attendance at Trnnity Col.
lege, Dublin  Since this University bas opened its
gates to all comers, whether Catholic or Protestant,
and the honours and rewards are open for competi-
tion, many Presbyternian men arc resorting to old
Trinity.

A1 Monaco, of all the places in the world, a new
sect has been formed calling nself ** The Brotherhuud
of the Sons of God” It has features resembling
those uf the Essenes of the early Chnstian ages, and
aims at diftusing throughout the world love for one's
neighbour and at bridging over the chasm which-
divides the rich from the poor. To recach alt man.
kind it proposes to use Volapuk. The members
abstain fram tobacco, intoxicants, and ammal foud.

THE Rev  Alexander MacLeod, D.D, of Luken-
 head, hasbeen selected for the Moderatorship of the
next English Synod, which meets in Tondon next
spring The Brard met lately ia Lindon, Pruncipal
Dykes in the chair, and by acdaination resulved to
nominate Dr MacLeod, no other name being brought
forward Dr \lacLeod was nominated for the chaur
threc years ago, but, owing to ill health, was unable
to fill the appointment.  Dr. MacLeod's healds has
improved of late, and there is a strong desire and
hope that he may now see¢ his way to accept the
nominatios.

\WE have no faith at all, says the British Weekly,
in the movement against inefficient ministers as at
present conducted. If anything is to be done in the
way of removing men who fail to do their duty pro-
perly, a beginning ought not to be made with poor
country mimisters labouring under adverse conditions
It ought to be made in the highest places of the
Church—let us say the New College, Edinburgh.
When we see any serious proposal to deal with in.
efficient professors we shall begin 1o have some belief
in the equity and in the possibility of dealing with the
inefficient ministers.

WHILE the propased union of the Congregational
and Presbyterian Churches in Japan may be delayed,
a new movement for union in China has been started
by the Northern Presbyterian Mission there, The
Synod of China has addressed a communication to
the seven other Presbyterian missions asking them to
enter into negotiations to unite in a single Umited
Presbyterian Church of Chuna. The advantages are
obvious, and as the separate denominations, .n the
Presbyterian Aliance, have approved union in nssion
fields, we cannot doubt that it will be achieved in
1890 at the General Conference in Shaagha.

DR. J. A. WYLIE, in a lecture in Edinburgh, lately,
affirmed that Romanists in Britain, being the subjects
of a foreign king, were not citizens in the proper
sense of the term and had no claim to take part in
legislating for the nation. The Catholic Emancipation
Act had resulted in eightv-six Romish members being
sent to Parliament, aad they had become masters.
The first wortk of a new government was to make
terms, not with the Queen or the nation, but with
the Papish phulanx. They might see a garter round
the leg of the prime minister, but if they scanned hun
parrowly they would see a Roman collar round tus
neck.

THE Christian Leader says : Dr. Smith, the Ro-
man Archbishop of Edinburgh, has a tough job on
hand 1n pleading the Qucen’s cause before the spec-
ial commission sitting in London on the canonization
of Mary Stuart. We should like to see how the
Docior contrives to get over * the blowing up ” of her
Majesty’s spouse and the marriage with Bothwell, to
say nothing of poor Rizzio. But there is woreason to
expect that the Scottish archbishop will fail in secur-
ing the end on which Scottish Catholice are believed
to hays set their hearts, and it may be freely conceded

that the Queen of Scots is worthy of a place among
the saints—of Rome.

ONE of the most useful undenominational societies
in the City of Toronto, is what is now called
the City Mission. [na quict and uncbtrusive man.
ner it is steadily engaged in the good work of bring-
ing help and encouragement to the distressed and the
tempted. [t directs uts efforts specially agawnst n-
temperance, endeavouring to rescue its victins, and
help them to ways of well-doing, It recogmizes that
the Guspel 15 the one oifective agency for raising the
fallen and comforting the distressed. The annual
mecting was recendly held and the ceports presented
were most envoutaging, The society in its manage-
ment and working i1s entirely worthy of the conndence
and support of the community.

A1 a meeting of the ex Moderators of the Generat
Assembly of the Church of Scotland, held n Edin-
burgh, it was tesvived that the Rev. br. Gloag, Gala-
shiels, should be nonunated for the Moderatorship
of next General Assembly. The Kev. Doctor was
ordained forty years ago, and has been a kcen up-
holder ufthe Church of scotiand both on the platform
and in pamphlets. He has also wnitten a number of
theolngical treatises. Dr. Gloag 1s married to a sis-
ter of Dr Marshall Lang, Glasgow. He s a native
of Perth. At a private meeung held at the close of
tle Free Church Assembly Commission it was unani-
mously agreed, on motion of Principal Rainy, that
the Rev. John Laird, Cupar Fife, be appointed Mod-
erator for next year., Dr. Laird 1s about seventy-five
years of age. He commenced his ministry in the
Church of Scotland as second minister of Arbroath,
where for many years he laboured with great success,
and was afterwards presented to the parish of Inver-
keilor. Later on he was translated to Montrose,
whence he went to his present charge.

IN the November number of the Thcolvogical Re-
view, among several important articles by theologi-
cal specialists, there appears a very practical one
by a layman. Mr. Taylor Innes writes on the com-
ing creed-revision in the Free Church. He urges
that in this matter “there should be no hurry, and
there need be’no delay:"” and he refuses to say
which of the various proposals—change of formula,
excision from creed, added Declaration, or new creed
altogether —should be adopted. Al of them, he an-
nounces, have their partisans, and all of them should
be brought immediately before the Presbyteries of the
Church thacthey may be sifted and weighed at leis-
ure. The grounds for seeking such remedies, how-
ever, he states explicitly as follows : 1. The Confes-
sion has some things not true. 2. It has others anti-
quated in form, and thevefore foreign to our hips ana
disingenuous 1n utterance. 3. Even where true, 1t is
unwarrantably detailed and enlarged, and so excludes
men whom we know we ought to admit—whose ex-
clusion therefore 1s not unfortunate merely, but dis-
honest.

A GIFT of $5,000,000 to found a mechanical school
for boys is announced from Philadelphia. It is made
by Mr. I. V. Williamson, who has hadthe matierunder
consideration for some time. Mr. Willamson, being
over eighty years of age, has relinquished the carry-
ing out of his plan to a board of trustess, who will fix
the site, erect the buildings, and conduct the entire
administration of the institution. The details of the
plan upon which Mr. Williamson has been busy for
nearly two years are not yet known, but it is under-
stood that the one aim of che school will be to turn

" out proficient mechanics. Carpentering, blackstnith-

ng, and many other mechanical trades will be taught.
Itis inferred that Mr. Williamson will, if necessary,
enlarge his gift of $5,000,000. That is the minimum
sum. The location has not yet been decided upon, but
it is understood that the donor favours Pniladelphia.
The first published outline of the plan stated that it
was Mr. Williamson’s design to accommodate sevarai
hundred white boys and struct them in a useful
mechanical trade, Mr, Gowen, who drew the legal

papers, and Mr. Townsend, one of the trustees, say
that no diserimination against the coloured race is in
in the deed of gift. Mr. Gowen broadly acquuts Mr,
Williamson of ever contemplating “ any distinction of
colour, race or creed tn the admission of scholars to
the institution,”

AN extract from a New York religious journal on
Annexation is given on this page. Here is one from
Chicago. The T"nlkrivr says: The annexation of
Canada is 2 scheme which originated over two hun-
dred years ago, and General \Wolf did annex it. But
the large French element of the Dominion was not
of revolutionary stuff in revolutionary umes. If Can.
ada had been Yankee instead of French, the whole
block of American colonies would have hung together
in 1776, and the United States would have extended
from Mobile to Grinnell Land, and onward to stella
prlariv Butthe “Trench wedge " divided the union,
At various times of the century the annexation of Can-
ada has come into discussion, and now:t 1s on agawn §
but the French wedge is larger and sharper than
ever. The people of the United States would like
very well to owa the country between Dakota and
Alaska- -originally mostly Scotch settlers—but not
many ate anxious for the French-Canadians. They
are thoroughly French and intensely clannish. We
refused Cuba and Hayti because they are Spanish
and African. The absorption of the British North-
West is a future certainty. There is no antagonism
of race or nationality. The bounds of reciprocal in-
lerest are not put in tensicn in any way. The
American system of States w-uld enable the union
to be formed without any change in the institutions
or laws—indeed, the same law-books are now author.
ity on both sides of the line. Under such circum-
stances it is impossible that the annoying barrier of
custom houses should long be allowed to stand. Our
Dakota is very restive under a territorial government,
Manitoba will not consent to a territorial government
in perpetuity. The United States would not admit
Mexico if it were to per*i~= wma=mon-'y for admis-
sion, because there could be no real union. But the
union with our British neighbours north is already
real, and the separation is arbitrary and artificial.

Tue New York /nudependent, which this week has
completed the fortieth year of its existence,, and con-
tinues to be one of the best religious papers pub-
lished on this or any other continent, has this to say
on Canadian Annexation . If anybody on this side of
the border talks about forcing Canada into political
union with the United States, it can be set down as
a part of the roaring and gilly fun of firppant speak.
ers. We have never heard or seen a suggestion of
this sort from a single serious speaker or writer. The
attitude generally in the United States to the matter
is that union will be welcomed from a general sense
of its advantage to both couatries, yet with a certain
question whether this country is not already as large
asis good fur its own sake.  Our friends in Canada
may be assured that there is absolutely no such enthu-
siasm for union as would allow any sensible man to
think of putting the least pressure on Canada to se-
cureit. Iti» the general belief here that we can
stand alona so much better than Canada can that the
advantages of union would be on her side rather
than ours. [t is, however, clear to every thinking
man that the union on equal terms of this country
and the Domunion woula add greatly to the strength
and glory of both. The whole English-speaking con-
tinent thus joinced in union wor's give the promise of
power and ‘nfidence unequalled by any other nation
in the world, 2nd there would be a great develop-
ment, we believe, uf the northern territory, whose re-
sources and possibilities are yet unknown. If there
is some silly bluster on the subject on this side of
the line, it is more than matched by the bluster of
some Canadians. It 1s nota question to he set-
tled by scntiment, but by clearly studying the advan-
tages or disadvintages of the proposed union. [t
seems clear to us that a line of custom-houses drawn
through ficld and forest across a continent is not con-
ducive to agrecable intercourse, or prosperity of tradg
or diffusion of population, o



