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THE, Port 1-lpe I"Tirnes » says; The frequcncy of
domnestic scandais ln wbicb iministers play an Import-
ant part is bcemlng notorlous." The strict accuracy
and cbarity of ibis statemeni will be greatly appîcci.
ated by the ministerlal brothcrhood and the Christian
community gencrally.

TimE attention of readera la called te a circular
wbich appearst an ibis issue by the Mioderato r of As-
aembly, appuianting Sabbath the iô,h int. for special
prayer for colleges, and aise for the youth of the
Church geineraily. The Moderator bas very properly
suggcsted that sermons appropriate ta ibese subjects
b. preached in the vatious coaigregataons and mission
stations*of the Church. The wisdom and importance of
tbis suggestion wili -ommend itI te i avourabie ne-
tice of ministers thsougbout Silo Church.

Co EDUcATIoN as claarly one cf the questions tbat
must bc decaded an the near future. The medical
students ai (2ueen's may have settled at for a tame se
jar as they are personally concerned, but i wail not
keep down. A petataca signcd by many promiaient
cituens and distinguished kducationists was presented
tei the Legasiative Assembly the aiber day, asking ibat
ladies be admitted ta the lectur-.s an University Colurge.
A nuanher ai ladies have aiready asked admittance ta
the College, but tbey were officiaaiy antoraxed that
their presence would net Le compatible wîîb due
osrder and discipline in the in:ititutsu.» Net long ago
the Presadeni cf anc of the largesi Ameracan Colleges
answered a samilar application by saying that bis in-
stitution would bc opened ta ladies Pzs sean as the
ladies' colleges were epened te young mcn. hcsw
would i do tn test the questaon an that way an On.
tarie i Are aur Methedasi Irauids ready ta a" uit
yaung men tu. thear ladaes' Cclleges an St. Thom~as,
Hamilton, Whitby. and eîhcr placesi Supposang a
few nace young moa were admauted Ie aur colleges an
Brantford and Ottawal1 That would bc co.education.
One oi the arguments used an faveur cf admit:ing
ladies te the Universaty, ia tbat they are intellectuatly
equai ta the young gentlemen, and ceuld therefore
profit by the lectures. (lutte lkely. But some nic=
young men might perhaps bc feund who are e quai in
point of intellect Ia the young ladies in au: excellent
institutions in Brantford and Ottawa. XI is bard ta
say what aur Local Parliament may do about it. At
present candidates are tee busy with tha el!tians te
gay anyîlaing. WVe may hear more cf the mevement
la the near future.

Mp. Lv' i brought an overturchbefore the lastimcot.
Ing cf tbe H-amilton Presbytery in favour eftîermi.
service in the eldership. We bave net beard the par.
ticulars 1 -i presumc the change saugbt as ta bave
eidersel.c.ted for anurber of years. As mattera now
stand the ruling eider occupies a much more permanent
position in a cosigregaien than hir ministor. If a
minister loses bis influrâce in a co- gregaîian, bis re-
moval follews alimait as a matier 't course. If cn trial
it is faund that ho cannai do the #%ark required ef him,
lie almostinariabiy mioves. In fact, he maves or is
moved quite frequently because a fw people -prbaps
thc worst people in the congregation- clanseur for bis
reanoval. Itis farotherwiso vith an eider. Ho may
bave lest bis influence for good, tbough he may bave
a good deal for cvii; ho may be totaUly unfit for the

discbarge cf any duîy; bis position may bave lie
cbangod that If out of office, not baif a dozea membens
werul vote for hlm ; ho may bc an oye-acre and
drawback te the eture congregatin, éind yet unless
hoe reaigas bimself-whicb ho bardly ever does-hero
lat ne way ot getiing rld of hlm. Noir wby sbould il
b. sc easy tei change a mInisier, and so difficuit te
change an eider ) The fact that a mani Ilonce an
eider la always an eider ci su net of any importance.
Ho la nai necesaarlly alwrays an eider la thc rame
ccngregution, aay more than a minliit la always
pastar cf the sanie cangregation. Practleally the
change wauld slmply amouni te ibis: god eiders would

always bc re el 'ected, and wauld be strengtlaencd and
encouraged by knawiaig thai thcy bail the confidence
af their feilow mcmbers i useleas eiders or eiders worsc
than useless would have te rivc way te better men.
%Worse Uiings than thai migbt ba.pcn. Witbcui cons.
mittiaig curaives tei the change, wo ask M1r. Lyle te lei
the Cburcb consider bis ovorture. A geod discussion
can do ne barrit.

OuR Mlethodisi triend arc considerAbly exerdised
on the Union question. Mleetings are being beld in
all parts of the ceunt ry, and the press, secular and re-
lgieus, tmoinu with contributions for and againsi the
proposed basis. Haw Uic agitation wii end, ne anc
ai prosenit la able te tell, but anc tbing la certain- tbe
question lat being thoroughly disctuss*. W. venture
te make a prediction. If the union la fermed on the
preseat or aay citer basis, bath union and anti-union
mcn wilI bc partially disappointod. «United

Methodisin " will net provo as great a boon as san-
guine unloalsîs predici, and It will net do as much
barra as excltcd anti union men dread. This, at
leasi, bas bren the experience cf Presbyterlans afier
Iwo unions. Those arnong us who ihought union
would ho a grand panacca for every ili bave of
course been dlsappointed. Thaseo e thougbî union
would cripple, ifl net ruin Presbytcrianism, have tound
thai tbeir fears were: unfoueded. The facti hei
essentiel ceaditlons cf the figbi againsi aie are
not cbaiiged by arganic unions. The great fighi r.
mains casentially the Ssie. Our unions have, on the
wboic, worked vrell, but baw many miniaters bave
Ieund that union bas made any practical difference la
thoir daily werk ? XI wiii bc cxactly se wlîh aur
Mletbodist frienda. If they unie there wIU bc a ire.
meedeus demeastration wben the union la consusta.
mated. This will b. follewed by a conaiderable
ameunt of friction Siilen the immense ecciesiastical
macbinery la beiaig adjusted te the new cnaditions.
Thens a calmn wiil esile, and everybody wiij hu te te
worlc as bard as ever, and aine eut of every ten work-
ers wili net knew ihat the union bas been fcrmed,
unless be stops ta think abcsut i. Our gond neigb-
boura wili net ceasider us impertinent if we say, IlTake
it ceoliy, broibren. Union, if you do gel I, will net
make hall as mucb différence as you tbink.n

CREED RISION.

IN the February number cf the Il North American
Review c there la a aoteworthy articIýý on "lThe

Revision of Creeds." Xtis lant an elaborate discussion
by e tbeerist ce a queition of grawing inierestI the
CI'-lstian Cburcb, but a Isrief rcord cf Uic well-con-
-.iered opinions of différent writcrs, r-tpresenting
,teveral branches of Evengelical Protestantism. Each
wriîer spealis from. personal knowiedge cf the stateocf
opinion withiai bis own denomination. The con-
tributors te the papor may justly bc callid represeat.
ative mon. They are weli krown, net only la their
own communions, but their marnes and writings are
familiar toi Christian people generatly. Fer the Epis.
copal Churcb, Dr. Henry C. Petter 3peaks Preb~by-
terianism, bas Dr Howard Crosby for ils spakesanan ,
the Bapîlst body bas an exportentinl Dr. J. B.
Thomas ; Dr. J. 0. Peck represents the opinion cf tht
Episcopal, Metbodista ; Dr. G. F. Krotel, those cf the
Luiberan Church ; and Dr. T. W. Chambers makes
Uic statement on behaif cf the Refcrmed Daatch
Church. Thus, it wiU be ten tbat ts. mon mndi.
vidualy may fairly b. l.cned te as possesslng Uic
confidence et thc roligieus bodies îbeY represent.
They enjey a reputation for scbelaisbip end geod
commen senso On a question of tbis nature they arc
catitied ;o a respeec'ul hcaring.

In certain quartera ai prosenit there la à clamoreus
cry againsi creeds, agai-% dogma, even againat ail
positive rciigious te4ching. XI is a confused ard

somewhaî inatticulato cry. i bas a far larger volume
cf Sound thaïs meaning. 11cr. and there stome earmeat
thinker, ln bis search after irutb, beomes bewildcred,
and the authorized formulas of belief seemn bardlera ta
bis progresa, and bis passlonate inculpation cf creeds
may be regarded as tbe banesi expression cf what ho
(cela Othera «gain, listeniaug te the confused and
contradictory volces occasiened by thec cenflict uif
opinion, siacerc.iy beliere ihai thc symbels cf thc
Christian systemn may bo coaisiderab!y slmplified, and
ibeir fermai expreisian rcduced te what Is only va.
seatial, la order te commend thora te mare general
acceptance. There may ln ibese days be same
wbo, longing fer neiorlety, catch -p the cry for the
demolition et creeds with no very dermnite alm, b.-
yond belng regarded as baving attalned te ihe doubîful
glory of ecclesiastlcal demagoguos. Such rray con-
tribute net a littlo ta the unsuttliaig cf mcn'a mids,
and Incteasing meaningleas c'amour, but these de
net, a- a rule, aid Ia tbe remeval of diltaculties or in
sheddlng Iight on perpiexing questions. Ceasiderlng
bow strang lb.> expressions cf opinion for the
simplfyiaag and sbortenlng cf Church crn tds outside
ber pale may bc, i ia astenishiaig bew litth. agitation
dite is within for a niodl6icp.tion of ber for.jiaties.
In relatin te tbis question, * here bas been more or
less discussion .mong the varlous branches cf the
Presbyter&n faLmily & but, for the mosi pait, these de-
baies bave been occasioned more by accidentaI cii.
cumstances than by the toit need for a seulement of
the question by ltseif. Xi bas not grewn up as a spon-
taneous mevement, requlring careful deliberation and
authoritative action. Rather, in certain cases wbere
Individuai opinions bave corne liet seeming conflict
wiîb auihorlzed standards le the bcated temper -)f de
batte, the riKgid chamactor cf the creeds bas occasion-
ally been called in question. Thaughtful men In
variaus branches of the Freabyterian Cburch bave
proncunced ln favour oicreed revision, but the quos
tien la ln aboyance, and likely tei bo for some time ta
come. This may bo considered a faveurable circuan.
stance. An undertaking of sucli magnitude ougbî
not ta bc catered on rasbly. i sheuld grow, and net
b. forced. Itis botter ibat Itla s tught desirabie ta
came siowiy, asithe resuit cf calas,etanest and prayer-
fui siudy, and net emoerge fromi the fiory heat cf acri-
menlous contention.

The only writer ia the group abovonaxned wbopleads
for revisien cf the creeds la Bishep Patter. He speaks
in intelligible ternis and la an excellent spirit, îbough
lu the statement of bis case tbere is netbing new. He
nnswers tbe query, Il la it net a faci that creeda dlffer
greatiy from the opinions cf a majority, or ai icast of
many, of the people wbo boli thern ? ci in tbe affir.
aive. Holding ibis opinien-and opinioq it a rather
îlsn tact ho proporiy cancludes that such a state et
thiega causes mnuch disadvantage and injury. Yet ho
proposes ne adequate remedy for s0 undesirable a
condition. He insista forcibiy on the practical aspect
of Chriatian la-th, and tbis la well, but ht la net ail
Revealed trutb appeals tei Uic understanding as well
as ItUhe art, and the gesneralization of truth la a
necoaaity cf tbe intellect. Dr. Petter seems hope.
lesa cf the attainmseai cf a saîistactory revision cf Uic
creeda.

ln striking contrasi te theso views are tbose of Dr.
Hoaward Crosby. Ho States, wiib a pezitiveneas quite
refreshing, that bie knows cf ne creeds duffering Item
th* btllots cf those that beld Uiem, excopting in very
smail and unianpertant peints, and hoe adds that ho
spoaks enly fer his owa creed-the formulas cf thc
Presbyteian Church. la relation te Uic essential
doctrines, he believes that substantial, uniîy exista,
and that ia the varicus Churchts thexe is a growiag
doctrinal appreximal'fl. He cencludes bis testimory
with ibis crisp siato... rit . IlThe Bible and tho creeda
bave beon assailed, ia Uic nar. of science, by worldly
mcn la ever age, but tbey bave nover bovin harmed,
and nover wiil be."

Dr. Thomas, on bebaif <if thc flaptiats, considâtrs
that the discrepancies betweoa creed and opinion are
greatly eucaggerated, fer which staiement hc gives
several reasens. Ho la alm ocf opinion tbat the
Churches, foraieriy mosi diverg.'ni, are new niucb
nearer tai each other iban they were. Like Dr. Pot.
ter, be dees net lay much stress on symbollo expres-
sion. The leasi satisfactery of the contributions te
ibis symposium is Uic anc by Dr. Peck, who speaks
an behalt et tbe Episcopal Moibodisi Chuich. i is
tu be beped that hoe is morc accairately conversant
with the creed of bis owa Church iban bie secis te bc


