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T'ORONTO, FIDIAV 'MARC1I 29, 8873.

COURSES 0F LECTURES.IT is vitlt pleasure Wc observe that a course
of- lectures uipon purel>' Presbytcrian

subjcct-, is beiug delivered lu Moutreai b>'
thte ministers in succession. TVte pastars; ai a
city by such unitcd action exercise a îvhole-
sarne influence upon the cammunity. Thie
bretîtren lu Montreal evidiently find it oi great
practical value and intercst ta treat in a popi,-
lar mariner tce distinctive principles of Prcs
byterianism, wvhite te numbers in attendance
evince thte appreciatian ai suc'-. subjccts by
the general public. Anotîter çpecial co~urse
ai lectures is beiug gfiven iii Newv York utîder
thte auspices ai the Sabbatlt Scîtool Associa-
tian. During the winter, leading ministers
ai ail Evaugelical denominations lu New
York, itave becu trenting the varlous book<s ai
the Old Testament irom a historico-philaso.
piticai point ai view~. The lecturers consti-
tute quite a galaxy ai talent, and include ail
the ministers wha are knawn lu Canada by
their tvritings or by their preacltiug ability, as
well as others tvho thaugh abscure are men
destined ta make their mark. The last lec-
ture delivcrcd b>' Rev. Dr. Fowler is a mas-
Lerpicce. It presents the Epistie ta the
Hcbrews lu a ver>' attractive manner. The
preceding lecture, by the Rev. Dr. Taylor,
upan the Epistie ta the Galatians, wvas, as
might bc expected, very able and instructive.
Drs. Hale, Ormiston, Tyng jr., Rogers and a
number ai others have ail distinguishd thcm-
selves b>' their excellent dJlincations ai the
books ai Scripture tvhich ivere committed ta
their care. When tl'ese lectures are flnished,
they wiil iormn a verv valuable volume ta those
who want ta be armed on such points as the
gcnuiueness and authcnticity, the contents
and iiterary merits ai the books ai Uic New
Testament. One ai the strange phenomena
oi the day, wvas the delivery ai a lecture by
Rev. John Hall, D.D., ai Presbyterian fame,
lu the jewish Synagogue But why should IL
be otherwise? The Jews and Christians
have much in camnian, and the learning ai
Protestantism has donc much for Uic Jewish
literature and wvorship. Mcauwhile te Rev.
joseph Cook, titat staiwart Christian knigltt,
is showing valiant flght in that mighty strong-

> ld ai ail the isms--the Philosophical
Bostan-the literar>' hub ai the univcrse.

THE ECQNO.4Y. 0Fr lARD TZMES.

JT is palnfily evident .,0 ail tîtat the corn-
mcrcîal depression is proving itseif ta bc

afi avery ubs.tinate cha.racter. Itcontinuesin
spite af ai prognostications ta thîe contrar>'.
Thecw is na doubt meîcl oi iL is traccabie ta
the peculiar wintcr which wc htave this ycar
experienced. The purchasers ai large stocks
ai wvoolicns, and licavy clothiîtg and furs, htave
beu extensive suffcrcrs by reasan ai te un-
wocnted mildîtcss af thtc past four or five
moîtîs. Severe iveatiter tvould without doubt
have lcd ta sales in these respective uines af
goods. But wc miust riernmber that a genu-
lue Canadian winter, wle it would have eu-
qurcd some degre of acti% it> in business, coîid
flot have resuscitatcd trade froin iLs %vide-
spread depression. Supposing commîtercc s
iiu the first stage oficonvalescence, as lias ire-
qucutly becit assecrtcd b), %vritcrs aîtd speakers,
iL could certainiyv fot bc expectedl ta reach a
complete rccover>' during thte current ycir.
The mildness of the past iev inonthis lias
tiefrcr been a merciful dispensation. The
ncessities ai the poor have been mare casil>'
met. The small consumptioîî of coal lias
kept down its price, and te warm clothig
wltich the more ncedy rcquired has becu the
more readily obta-ined.

WVhite exprcssing aur sympathy with the
real sufferers; during sucît trying tines, we are
îlot sure but that commercia! depression bias
its awn v.luable lcssos. For anc thiîug, great
prospcrity engenders extravagance ou te part
ai thte peaple. It is easy for man>' ta risc on
the crest ai the wvave ai prosperity, and cnjaoy
a good Lime w~hilc it la!,ts. Werc tis to go
an for ainy lengthiened period, iL wo,îld icad
sucît persons ta greatcr indulgentce. The),
would be thinkiîtg onti>, ai showily emulating
titeir neighbars. The thought of danger wvould
be put off iu the prcece ai unlirnitcd credit,
until at lengtit thiere tvuld bc such a laad ai
indebtcdness that the withdrawval ai eveu anc
creditor ntighit result ln tlteir total. jrost ration.
As lt is, there have been many iiistances ai
this. What a record af disasters zý?à' failures
has been that ai this and the prcccding years !
We are nit sure that this is an unmitigatcd
cvii, for white ai course wve have ta maurn the
fait of many a weil-descrving man, a whxoie-

jsome exposure is made ai ail! that is haliow
and dishunest in trade. What astounding re-
velatians ai crime have been made in the
United States through these siftiug years,
wvhich îvauld uaL have corne tu light until it
had ac.cumulatcd a stili greater amount of
guilt and prepared the way for even mare
disastrous consequeuces. But awvay irom titis
abviaus lesson, there is the good ivhich these
duli times have accamp!ishedi for alarge section
oi the commuuity. The bturm has c.umpelled
the takiug in ai sait, the more tharaugh baiast-
ing ai the ship, and the more cautiaus sailiug
through the troubled waters. Let us hapewheu
business revives we wili ail carry the tesson uf
the panic, aud flot carry mare sait than we
actually require.

There is fia doubt that the gr hard times"g
have led many ta give up expensive and
luxuriaus habits, which couid do thcm no gaod
whatevcr. It ls extraardinary what a vast
amount af maney is thrawn away flot merely
tpon things that are useless, but upon thase
svhich are positivel>' injurlous. lIt the matter
of tobacca alone titere is more spent annual>'

thetn, what would support ail our tor.cign mis-
sions, and a good miany othcr missioans ta the
bargain. Wcrc thcre a currc.-ponding gain ln
lialth, morally and spirituaily, thcrc
wvoulcl fot bc sa rnucl ta complaina of. But
%%-lie we know titat the ncrvous system of un-
told suîttbcr.q is hopecsly ruined by suîeh ti-
dulgence, wc cannet but mourn over tlic.cvil.
If bard timecs will break titis perniclous habit
-at le.ast iu so far as unducecxcess is con-

cerned - -thry w~ill have scrvcd n important
end indecd. \Ve say tc saine thing of the
use of many similar stimulants, such as opium
an:d ail te ltost of thcm. In regard ta drink-
iîtg customs, wc arc sure that the commercial
tlistrcs;s Itas provcd somncwhat ai a fricnd.
Tîtere arc of course the ltopclcss cases ai
druîtkartls, vlico if tltcy ire cvcr savcd irom
tiseir terrible tlîm ldoin it must bc by sorne
remiarkable miracle. In regard to most of
tîtesc, we caît anly look on with i feel-
ing akin ta that of despair. But thcre ls a
large class ai people wlvho takc drink, not be-
cause tltcy love it s0 much, but because it is
fisltionablc ta do so. Hard times corme, and
thicy find tlîcy cannot afford thte useless lux-
ury. They are compellcd ta gi#e it over, or
prove tltcmselves dislionest for a vcry con-
temptible thing. When thecy give up thte use
of l;quor, tltey make the valuable discavcry
that tlîcy arc better iu ltealth-bettcr cvery
%way-and it is ta bc lioped wvhen the cloud of
depression litas passed away they wvli not fool-
;b1t1y rcturn Lu a habit wvhich theyliavc lcarit-
cdw~as only perniciausiluits resuits. If" bard
tintes " do this, they wili htave lilped on thte
grreat temperance movement to a wvanderful
exteut.

We arc itat certain but titat Churcites bene-
fit largely in tintes of depression. 0f course,
%ve do flot wish ta bc undcrstood as asscrting
that thecre is no ioss incurred by the shrinkag',
of contributions ta the scliemies of the Gencral
Asscmbly. Tiere may be ta some exteut, or
tce contributions may in cansequence not

prove so large as the increasing expenditure
rcquircs. But we are sure that as a rule con-
gregatiaus do flot suifer. This we should
hope is the resuit af people in times af su«cer-
ing giving more hecdi ta the duties af religion.
The Churchi is the ready helper of those who
arc cast down, and there is a reflex action
from sucih that wvill soon tell upon iLs resoure-
es. But mare than this, the Sabbath services
of worship and instruction are appreciated in
their true character. In times of abaunding
prusperity people rush ta expensive theatres
and concerts-to ail sorts cf questionabie
places af resort. When they are cut off from
these and are led back ta the Church, they
discover there is samething af a deiightful en-
tertainiment aiter ail in the services af religion.
There is something rcfreshing in the singing
af God's praises, and they sorn lcarn ta, ap-
preciate sacred music as they never did before.
They can now se arneaning in the prayers
that arc affered, and for tle first trne perhaps
they become consciaus of the beauty of lan-
guage and thought that generaliy ma *rks the
devotional part of the public worship. .They
even learn ta admire the sermon, and ta fed.
.that the pieacber who isgettingu ' twa o
discourses for every Sabbath stantds head and
.shoulde.rs abave thec mere.actorg who is only
original ini manner, and P.ever ini words ot
thaughts.


