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COURSES OF LEC? URES

IT is with pleasure we /e obscrve that a course
of. lectures upon purely Presbyterian
subjects is being delivered in Montreal by
the ministers in succession.  The pastors of a
city by such united action exercise a whole-
some influence upon the community. The
brethren in Montreal evidently find it of great
practical value and interest to treat in a popu-
lar manner the distinctive principles of Pres
byterianism, while the numbers in attendance
evince the appreciation of such subjects by
the general public.  Another special course
of lectures is being given in New York under
the auspices of the Sabbath School Associa-
tion. During the winter,leading ministers
of all Evangelical denominations in New
York, have been treating the various books of
the Old Testament from a historico-philoso-
phical point of view. The lecturers consti-
tute quite a galaxy of talent, and include all
the ministers who are known in Canada by
their writings or by their preaching ability, as
well as others who though obscure are men
destined to make their mark. The last lec-
ture delivered by Rev. Dr. Fowler is a mas-
terpiece. It presents the Epistle to the
Hebrews in a very attractive manner. The
preceding lecture, by the Rev. Dr. Taylor,
upon the Epistle to the Galatians, was, as
might be expected, very able and instructive.
Drs. Hale, Ormiston, Tyng Jr., Rogers and a
number of others have all distinguished them-
selves by their excellent delincations of the
books of Scripture which were committed to
their carec.  When these lectures are finished,
they will form a very valuable volume to those
who want to be armed on such points as the
genuineness and authenticity, the contents
and literary merits of the books of the New
Testament. One of the strange phenomena
of the day, was the delivery of a lecture by
Rev. John Hall, D.D,, of Presbyterian fame,
in the jewish Synagogue But why should it
be otherwise? The Jews and Christians
have much in common, and the learning of
Protestantism has done much for the Jewish
literature and worship. Meanwhile the Rev.
Joseph Cook, that stalwart Christian knight,
is showing valiant fight in that mighty strong-
'sld of all the isms—the Philosophical
Boston—the literary hub of the universe.

THE ECONOMY OF HARD TIMES.

T is painfully cvident to all that the com-
mercial depression is proving itsclf to be
of a very ubstinate character. It continuesin
spitc of all prognostications to the contrary.
There is no doubt much of it is traccable to
the peculiar winter which we have this ycar
experienced.  The purchasers of large stocks
of woollens, and hicavy clothing and furs, have
been extensive sufferers by reason of the un-
wonted mildness of the past four or five
months. Severe weather would without doubt
have led to sales in these respective lines of
goods. But we must remember that a genn-
ine Canadian winter, while it would have en-
surcd some degree of activ ity in business, could
not have resuscitated trade from its wide-
spread depression.  Supposing comimerce is
in the first stage of convalescence, as has fre-
quently been asserted by writers and speakers,
it could certainly not be expected to reach a
complete recovery during the current year.
The mildness of the past few months has
therefore been a merciful dispensation. The
necessitics of the poor have been more casily
met. The small consumption of coal has
kept down its price, and the warm clothing
which the more needy required has been the
more rcadily obtained.

While expressing our sympathy with the
real sufferers during such trying times, we are
not surc but that commercial depression has
its own valuablc lcssons.  Forone thing, great
prosperity engenders extravagance on the part
of the pcople. It is easy for many to risc on
the crest of the wave of prosperity, and cnjoy
a good time while it lasts. Were this to go
on for any lengthened period, it would lead
such persons to greater indulgence. They
would be thinking only of showily emulating
their neighbors.  The thought of danger would
be put off in the presence of unlimited credit,
until at length there would be such a load of
imdebtedness that the withdrawal of even one
creditor might result in their total grostration.
As it is, there have been many istances of
this. What a record of disasters alid failures
has been that of this and the preceding years !
We are not sure that this is an unmitigated
evil, for while of course we have to mourn the
fall of many a well-deserving man, a whole-
some exposure is made of al! that is hollow
and dishonest in trade. What astounding re-
velations of crime have been made in the
United States through these sifting years,
which would not have come to light until it
had accumulated a still greater amount of
guilt and prepared the way for even more
disastrous consequences. But away from this
obvious lesson, there is the good which these
dull times have accomplished for alarge section
of the community. The storm has compelied
the taking in of sail, the more thorough balast-
ing of the ship, and the more cautious sailing
throughthetroubled waters. Let us hope when
business revives we will all carry the lesson of
the panic, and not carry more sail than we
actually require.

There is no doubt that the “hard times”
have led many to give up expensive and
luxurious habits, which could do them no good
whatever. It is extraordinary what a vast
amount of money is thrown away not merely
upon things that are useless, but upon those
which are positively injurious. Inthe matter

of tobacco alone there is more spent annually

than what would support all our forcign mis-
sions, and a good many other missions to the
bargain. Were there a corresponding gain in
health, morally and spiritually, there
would not be so much to complain of. But
when we know that the nervous system of un-
told numbers is hopelessly ruined by such in-
dulgence, we cannot but mourn over the.cvil.
If hard times will break this pernicious habit
—at least in so far as unduc excess is con-
cerned --they will have served an important
cnd indeed.  We say the same thing of the
usc of many similar stimulants, such asopium
and all the host of them. In regard todrink-
ing customs, we arc sure that the commercial
distress has proved somewhat of a friend.
There are of course the hopeless cases of
drunkards, who if they are cver saved from
their terrible thraldom it must be by some
remarkable miracle,  In regard to most of
these, we can only look on with a feel-
ing akin to that of despair, But therc Is a
large class of people who take drink, not be-
causc they love it so much, but because it is
fashionable to do so. Hard times come, and
they find they cannot afford the uscless lux-
ury. They are compelled to gige it over, or
prove themsclves dishonest for a very con-
temptible thing. When they give up the use
of liquor, they make the valuable discovery
that they are better in health—better every
way—and it is to be hoped when the cioud of
depression has passed away they will not fool-
ishly return to a habit which they have learn-
ed was only pernicious in its results, I “ hard
times " do this, they will have helped on the
great temperance movement to a wonderful
cxtent.

We are not certain but that Churches bene-
fit largely in times of depression. Qf course,
we do not wish to be understood as asserting
that there is no loss incurred by the shrinkags
of contributions to the schemes of the General
Assembly. There may be to some extent, or
the contributions may in consequence nat
prove so large as the increasing expenditure
requires. But we are sure that as a rule con-
gregations do not suffer. This we sheuld
hope is the result of peopls in times of suffer-
ing giving morc heed to the duties of religion.
The Church is the ready helper of those who
are cast down, and there is a reflex action
from such that will soon tell upon its resourc-
¢s. But more than this, the Sabbath services
of worship and instruction are appreciated in
their true character. In times of abounding
prusperity people rush to expensive theatres
and concerts—to all sorts of questionable
places of resort. When they are cut off from
these and are led back to the Church, they
discover there is something of a delightful en-
tertainment after allin the services of rcligion.
There is something refreshing in the singing
of God's praises, and they soon lcarn to ap-
preciate sacred music as they never did before.
They can now see « meaning in the prayers
that are offered, and for th-e first time perhaps
they become conscious of the beauty of lan-
guage and thought that generally marks the
devotional part of the public worship. They
even learn to admire the sermon, and to fee}
that the preacher who is getting.up two good
discourses for every Sabbath stands head and
shoulders above the mere .actor, who is only
ongmal in manner, and pever in words of
thoughts,



