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thoir roward along with them ; for conscienco, that
nevor-failing fricudly monitor, imparts”to the tnind
thoso self-approving sensations, which may b justly
tevmed the rercard of benevolenc. .

Compassion towards our fellow-creatures is ns
strongly inculeated by the great Teachor of Chris-
tianity, ns gratitude nad piety towards tho Crentor
of the universo; and the alarming denuncintion
against those who are deficiunt in tho practico of
benevalence eanaot bo too deoply intpressed upon
our hoarts :—+ I was an hungered, aud yo gave me
no moat; thirsty, and ye gave me no drink; naked,
and ye clothed mo not; sick aod in prison, and ye
visited mo not.” And whelX tho appalied sinner
tromblingly inquired when theso circumstances had
lmppenuf? the Saviour of mankind answored, *In-
asmuch as ye did it not to the least of these my
brethren, yo did it not unto me.”

Though to feed the hungry aad clotho the naked,
takon ia a literal scnse, can only be performed by a
small portion of individuals, yet, in the sublime and
figurative style of the sacred Writings, move is fro-
queatly meant than is actually expressed ; and we
are not to suppose that our Saviour intended to con-
demn those person, whosesituation ia lifo proventes!
the display of beneficence. Thstgh we may neith-
erboable to cluthe the indigeny’nor feed the Hungry,
from the waunt of .wears to—io it, yet if we cannot
render them some wifling assistance, at any rate we
possess the power of displaying sympathy, and per-
forming acts of kindness. Where muck has been
given, muck will be required from us; and we are
repsatedly told in that sacred volume, where every
pious and moral duty is so strikingly inculeated, that
even a cup of cold water, if bestowed with unfeigo-
ed charity, shall not go urrewarded.

Lazarus and Dives. tho Priest, the Levite, and
the good Samaritau, are all recorded as impressive
examples; and if a sparrow falls net to the ground
without tho knciwledge of its Creator, caa wo for a
moment suppose that ho is unacquainted with our
most secrot actions?

1 leavo you a new commandment, that ye love
one another ;” spid that cxalted Being, who sacri.
ficed his life to evince his affection and procu-e our
salvation. And shall we presume to call vurselves
his disciples, and become indifferent to the happiness
of our fellow-creatures 7 It is not, however, gy the
performance of our individual duty that we must
expect to ohtain the approbation of our God; or ju-
dulgo the hope of receiving that crown of glory,
which he has promised to them who obey his laws.
If whilst we feed the hunagry, or clothe the naked,
we forget the hand which has poured down riches
upon us; or if in our hearts we say, this is Babylon,
which my power and authority built up ; beneficenco,
instead of classing as a virtue, is converted into ar-
rogance and presumption. If on the other hand,
we Eratcfully acknowleilge the goodness of the Al-
mighty. in abundantly supplying us with those com-
forts of which thousands of our fellow-creatures are
in want, yet at the samo time take advantage of
the unsuspicious, and increase our own wealth at
the expenso of their fortunes, wo may be convinced
that neither benczolente nor gratitude will bo,of any
avail to us, at the great day of retribution ; for we
must do justice, as woll as love mercy, before we can
properly bo said to walk humbly with our God.

Te love merey, is, in other terms, to view the
tmperfections of human nature in the most favour-
able puint of pesceptions and never to behold the
mo.¢ in tho eye of another until the beam which ob-
scuros our own has beon oblitorated, Thero are
failings co wnich wo are prone, that, in a certain
degree, might Le considered as peculiarly attached
10 wy otwn sox; and the eagerness with which they
too often listen to a talo of detraction, may have
given riso to the assertion, that they tako particolar
pleasure in it, For the honor of womankind, how-
ever, U will hope. that this is merely an assertion,
unsubstantiated by positive evidence: and in justice
to my sex. I must avow, that I have scen many in-
stances to the actual contraricty of it.  Theres are, 1
am ready to allow, many frivolous fomales, in
whoso mind there aro such a vacuum of ideas, that
they appear dohghted whilst thoy listea to any little
tittle-tattling subject; and svho, from the desito of
tisving something new to impart to their acquint
auce, ropoeat, with a dogree of cortainty, what has
merely been conjoctural.—Persons of this deserip-
tion do not -set from a malicio~3-propeusity, but
from the desiro of proving enterlaining  to their as-

sociates, whilst others derive cqual satisfaction from
coufiding to their intimdtoes, what they term a secret,
with tho trite precaution, that it must not oven be
hinted ; though perhups the vcr{' same sccret has
heen unparted to every jndividual acquaintance.

Characters of this (Yéscription are littlo aware of
the misory thoy may produce in socioty; and still
loss so, of the breuch thog'tiuke in the performance
of thoeir moral duties ; and how repeatedly aro wo
warned agmnst this too prevailing practice by the
wise king of Isracl! No man was ever so completo-
lv acquainted with the varying imperfections of
liumad nature, as the sagacious son of David; and
how ropeatedly does he caution us, in his extensive
writings, to keep a guard upon our lips!

¢ Frailty,” says one of our admired theatrical
writers, “thy name is Woman."” Yet if the {rail-
ties to which those of oach sex are prone, were
fairly calculated, I am of opinion, the charge might
be extended to human nature : and with this liability
to orr, instead of blazing forth, ought we not to
conceal, the failings of cach other? 'In a religious
point of view, this mode of conduct becomes an ac-
wal duty. Can we love cach other, and derive
pleasure from the exposure of imperfection? What
a losson did the Saviour of mankind hold up for our
imitation, when he said, * Let him throw the first
stone, whose conscience accuses him of no sin I”

As every human heing, excopt the hardened and
impcuitent, must seosibly feel the force of this mo-
nitor within, in the strongest mauner, I would im-
plore my readers to be directed by its approving
voice, and its salutary warnings ; for with sueh a
friecnd to guide, and snch a monitor to instruct
them, though they ma?' deviate from the strict path
of duty, they will easily be led into it again.

Religion and wmorality are, in fact, sq intimately
conuected, that it wou{d be diflicult for tho mo:t
able casnist to separate them ; still I do not mean
to infor, that thero are no moral eharacters who are
deficientin tho performance of their religious duties:
yet I will venture to assert, that there never was a
truly pious Ckristian, who neglected what may be
teemed Chrisuanity's minor duties. By the term
pious Christian, 1 do pot mean thoso who are scru-
pulously attentive to the formalities of their religion;
but those who, with punty of heart, and integrity of
conduct, endeavour implicitly to follow the rules

reseribed in the Gospel; who, fully aware of the
iperfection of bumaa nature. make every possible
allowance for its dewiatiop trom righteousuess; and
wag, thoroughly convinced of their own frailty, do
nof8xpect to find their fellow-creatures better than
thomselves.
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A MOTHER'S PORTRAIT.
Sketched soon after her Decease, for the Study of
ker Children.

Y THEIR SURVIVING PARENT.

We have examined this * Portrait” with atten-
tion, and been delighted with the manner of its ex-
ccution. Although affection has guided the peneil,
the drawing is correct and faithful, and the colour-
ing laid on with chasteness and delicacy.

‘The portrait is that of a Christian mother, and is
distingwished by one or two features wineh we hold
to be very uccessary ingredionts n that character,
though not always to be met with in thoso who lay
claim to it. Tho subject of this sketch prized her
home and family above all other carthly blessings ;
siiked frequent visiing 3 bad an juvineible anti-
pathy to gossiping; and would rather offend a whole
circlo of fricnds than neglect her domesuc and pri-
vate daties. :

* The Apostle’s injunction to Christian females,
to be keopers at home, had decply impressed her
hesrt sometime before she become a mother or a
wife. Her introduction to those important rela-
tions greatly strengthened hor senso of the duty:
while the interesting and increasing inducements
they furnished to the performapce of that duty,
soon ritised it to ono of her laghest priviléges. At
an early perisd, in hor native towa, she had known
some mothers, whose abodes. and fawmilies were
wreichedly neglected, while thoy were attending
public worship with excessive froquency, wandeving
up and down aftor every new and popular preacher,
resorting to all religious servicos - within their roach,
and spendiog nearly their whole ' rémaining time io
visiting or recoiving visits from cach otbor. She

saw temptatinns to this indecorous aud unprofitable
conduct multiplying, in number aud force on every
hand. {nstitutions of religion and charity had then
begun ihe mcrease which has since been so rapid
and astonishing ; aud strong intimations were then
giving of tho plan upou wgich most of them now
proceed---rendenng their operations more oxtensive
aud oflicient, by the agency and influence of Chris-
tion women.  Apprehensive that this course of
things wight too much nterfere with domestic or-
der and happiness, if it did not in time deprive tho
British Chnstian female of ¢ nodesty, her loveliest
bloon,* M——, resolved, perhups rather too strictly,
to reprove as well as refuse cvery solicitation to
publicity, even in doing good.”

Some other peculiantics this worthy Jady posses-
ed, which are pot less to our taste. No person
could live more n communion with her Maker than
sho appzars to have done; and yot of her expori-
ence (to use the phrase best known, though not by
us appraved), she neither liked to talk nor write.
In aletter to lier hushand, she thus ratioually ex-
presses her sentiments on the subject---

“ Mr. Ae— of We——, who cailed a few days
after you left home, asked me if I kept a journal of
my experience. I told him I did not, and thatl
had no intention of keeping one. He seemed sur-
prised, and advised me to think of the matter more
seriously. I cannot, however, think of it more
seriously than I thought of it some years ago, when
ITbegan a journal, which [ sontivved only a fow
weeks, and have never since taken up again. I
wish to forget instead of remember the greater part
of my feelings ; and those which are worth remem-
bering, I am sure pot to furget, because they are
so often repeated. The only things which I need
write down are the . numecrous mercies I receive
from my compassionate and bountiful Father who
is in heaven. But how can I write down oue hue-
dred*h—one thousandth part of theso! how can [
write one of them down in suitable words! 1had
rather be left to feel the weight of them all, though
Tam in danger of sinking under it, thao attempt
to relieve my heart of the burthen of gratitude and
duty by writing down the smallest of them in
my poor weak language, which can only disgrace
the subject ! :

One moroe trait, and we shall conclude---

« She had no facility in recollecting words and
sentences. Even poetry, which is learned with so
tmuch cagerness, and remembered with so much
ease, she could seldom quote. But she had no
trouble in remembering important things : she read-
ily cailed to recallection her various interesting du-
tics ; she always reminded herself of relative and
religious obligations, without reluctance and with-
out difficulty.”

The aythor has an illustrative note on this pas-
sage, which is worth adding---

« Severnl years azo,” he says, * I spent two or
three days jn tho house of one who passed for
a learned as well as a Christian lady ¥ was
pestered tho whole of the time with the nawes
of celebrated authiors, and with popular quota-
tions from their works; but this was nothing
to the deafening voices of her squalling, quarrelsome
children, and especially to——"

We must leave our roaders to imagine the rest;
for it is not just so delicately expressed as we could
havo wished it to have been. Itis butjustico to
the author, however. to observe that it is the only
sin of the kind throughout the volume, which is in
general written with great elegance and purity.

‘he picture which ho presents of a blue stockirg
mother is, wo regret to say, but too common among
ladies of this cluss. We ascribe the fault, not
cither to the gifts or acquirements they possess,
but to an ill-regulated use of them. We can ice
no nccessary conaoxion between learning and slo-
venliness, batween the glories of ming and thg
abominations of matter; and could appeal to more
than ong instance within the sphere of our fricnd-
ships, where, as in the portrait bofore us, both
loarning and genius are combined with a most ex-
cemplary performance of oevery maternal doty.
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Captain Irving said ho had great pleasure in;

secoudiog the Rosolution.



