172

THE ONTARIO FARMER.

———

[JuNE,

esting account of ¢ the phitosophy of mulch-
ing,” a point on which little has been
written. He observes: Duwning says,
“Dby preventing evaporation it keeps the
soil from becoming dry.” This is the gen-
eral theory, right as far as it goes, but is
far from-expressing the whole trath. Muleh-
ing is actually wateriug. It is providing a
constant and ample supply of moisturc. It
does more than this; it provides a consfant
supply of fertilizing matter., Seme yeurs
since, observing the remarkable efiects of
mulch, the writer tricd some experiments,
which to his mind, tended to throw some
light upon the moede of its action. Ter-
ceiving that a heavy mulching of saw-dust
preduced all the apparent eifects of heavy
manuring, and kept the ground moist in the
driest season, the bulb of a thermometer
wus sunk to the bottom of the muleh, and
the mercury fell ten degrees.  This demon-
strates to my mind the cause of moisture
aud fertilizing,.

air, and Leing ten degrees covler than the!
general atmosphere lhc moisture of the air
is condensed.  This accounts for the con-
star t maoisture of the earth under it, even m
the driest sea-on.  The fertilizing matter of
the air cousisting of the ammoniy, and car-
bonie acid, arc depn\ltul by the cordensa-
tion of moisture under the mulch. We are
familiar with the fact that frequent stirring
of thesoil, in adry time will prevent injury
to a crop for want of rain.  This acts upon'
the same principle as the mulch.  The soil”

Leing kept porous receives its moisture by !

eoudensation from the air.  Nitre is ofien
gathered from the carth in damp, dark cel-
fars, and from under rabbizh which has.
been long undisturved, and it was deposiied |
there in the same manner as uunder the
mulch.

Mulch has another remarkalle quali'y.
It will render the hardest and most com-
pact earth loose and porous in a few
montns.  The benetit of summer fallow is
based upon the free circulation of air
through the soil, cassed by many plough-

The mulch being always’
porous, permits the free cirenlation of the 'j

ings. If the soil is left unused, butwithout
stirring, it becomes compact and little oy
no benufit arizes from a year's rest.  1f the
ground were mulched, it woud need uo
ploughing to produce the same benetit, Iy
is recommended by some horticulturists to
remove the n uleh in September, for a time
to prevent too much water from being
taken "up lLetween the bark and the sap
wood, which it is said, will freczo in win-;
ter, and can-o the fIO/en sap-blight ; the
mulch may be retnrned at the commence.
ment of the cold weather This may be
done by those who believe the winter-biight
thus produced. But let no one forget to
mulch who has anything to do it wiih.

DWARF APPLES.

Any variely of the apple may be dwarfed
by grafting it on the Paradiso or Doncain,
stock ——lho former makes a smaller tree,;
but comes quickly into bun'mg, the latter;
is lavger, and though longer in fruiting,
ywill alternately aftord the hm\ iest croyps,
While any variety of the applo may ley
, thus treated, tt ere are some kinds wln(..xl‘
are more suitable than others for dwarting. ‘
Among the best sorts for dwartng are 1hc
Red Astracan, Jersey Sweet, Baldwin,
-Dyer, Summu' TRose, Benoui, and Bough,,
"As an ornamental object in a garden, what,
can be prettier than onc oi these apple
bushea cvered with Dblossoms, or laden!
with frnit?  Dwarfing makes no ditierence,
as to the size of tho apple product; it only!
afiects the size of the tree, while the fiuit;
iis as large, and in some instances even
Iarger, on the dwarf stock than on 1hc
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Tho chief advantages of the dwarfing
process are :—1. L(,onomy of space. A
tenth of an acre may be planted with forty
or fifty trees without crowding. 2. Greater
suitability of the trees for town and city
'g:lrdcns 3. Easy access to the fruit. 4
Larly bearing. This is the chief recom-
mendation of tho dwarfing system. Trees
thus treated will begin to bear the third

»




