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TALKS ABOUT BOOKS.

"Varia" is the uine of a 16nio. book Of 232 pages, bound ini

red clotlî, wvith gilt top, axîd publishied by Messrs. Hloughiton,

Mifflin & Co., of Boston and Newv York. It contains iîine

grave to gay essays, but gayer than grave, by Miss Agnes

Repplier, aîîd its l)rice is a dollar and a-quarter. Miss Rep-

plier lias a felicitous style, and by varied reading and somne
travel lias l)econie acquainted wvithi a large nuinber of literary,

lîistorîcal and other facts, with wliich shie pleasingly illustrates
lier tlies. Tlîe first of these theines is " The Eternal Fein-
irijue," wvhich slîews thiat wonien's riglits are no new thing, but
as old as society. " The Deatlhless Diary " is an interesting

epitomie of the literature in wvhichi Pepys, E velyn, and Boswel

sliiine. "Guides :A Protest," is au aiinisiug- narrative of anl
attein pt to escape these coinitinien tal plagues. Soîne people wvîll

nlot lîlze "Little 1'harisees iii Fiction, which ian, griDZf.
of goody-goody tales of youth for the Sunday Schiool and the
H-ome. Miss Repplier bas a special dislike to the Elsie books,
and the specimiens she gives oli theni seemn to justify it. The
"Fete de Gayant"- describes a sceiie in Douai. " Cakes and

Aie," reinarkzable subject for ail Amierican lady, is a teniper-
ate eulogy of drinkiîîg songs. "Ol)d Wine *and Newv" takes

Froissart for a text, but really contrasts the romantic ancient

,vith tlîe coninionplace modernnîethod of wvriting anîd teach-

iing lîistory. The volumne concludes xvith two essays on liglit

literature, " Tle Royal Road *of Fiction " and " Froni the

Reader's Standpoint," cqually entertaixîixg to the lover of

books. Miss Repplier's repertoire is so large and varied, that

ail but an oiiiniverous student wvill be sure to find soinething

îîew in it, and even tlue omxiiivorous will ;uot find a dtîll page.

H-er criticisnui is ever kindly, and betrays a sunny tenîperamient

calculated to diffuse happiness in a nianner both genial and

refined.
Another of Messrs. Houghton, Mifflin & Co.'s books is


