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'—S-uccess Without & Mortgage.
STUDIED HIS MARKET.

THIRD PNIZE EBSAY, TEN DOLLARS.

We had lost
our home in
town by a
mortgage, as
well as every-
thing else
with the de-
clne of the
“boom* in ‘93,
and as the
only thing at
hand, 1 was
working as a
newspaper re-
porter ut $15 o
wecek, with
rent to  pay
and a famlly
of  four chil-
dient  grow!ng
up. When aboy
1 had spent 3 yrs on & farm uand had
been & harvest hand in Mich and in
Dak, sheared sheep, worked in a nure
sery and run a threshing machine. In
the 3 yrs on the farm 1 had read the
American Agriculturist and was always
intcrested in farming.

Something had to be done and I kept
my ¢ye oul, for a farm. Farmers were
despendent. on account of the low prices
of wheat and hops, as well as cvery-
thing else, and many farms were belng
sold out at mortgage forcclosurce. I
finally Jearned of a farm of 170 a that
had been taken in on 1 $3000 mortgage,
which the mortguge people had rented
out for $40 the year before and was
then abandoned. The owner was will-
ing to scll it for $150 cash., It was an
old farm, taken up 30 yrs before. Halg
of it wag bottom land lying along the
river; the rest steep hill, covercd orig-
nally with fir timber, but now witia cull
trees and sceond growth.

Ten acres of the bottom had been in
hopg, and a hop-drylng house, three
tumbledown barns, an old water sgw-
miil, n shambling housc and aceveral

A SUCCESSFUL FARMER.
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smaller outbuildings added to the neg-
Ieeted Jook of the place. An old orchard
of au acre was grown up with weeds
and bruxh, and of the 50 a of land once
vultivated barely 20 was Nt to plow,
The rest had grown up to brush, All
the cleared land was thickly dotted
with big stumps, mostly cottonivood,
tut a few cedar.

1 had $200 cash. T made the owner
an offer of $75 por year cash in advance
ot for the place for n term of S yoare,
uwith the privilege of purchaxe at 330
at any time within the term, which was
aceepled and we moved onto the place.
it was off the main road in = rather
1 nrsome looking place, twhich had
symething to do with the cheap price.
Tart of the ald house was torn down
and the remalning part cleaned and
xralghtened up and whitewashed, One
of the barns was put in order and the
whers ax well as the old mill torn down
1+ make sheds and fencer. The old or-
vhan] trees were sparingly pruncd and
*prayved and a little of the growth of
trush In the ficld cut.

\ team of horses, harnexg, wagon and
some ather tanls, ax well ’X two cows
and helfers, some pIgs. chickenx ana
1ueks were caxily procured from farme-
er2 whn were Teady enough to give
vrerdit,. A new ploty was Hougrht and
in the =pring all the availadle 1and was
Plawed without, stoppinFe lo dig out
*lumps or clear out brush. except the
tmall patches and edgen that hzd al-
Teady been cut. Tho idea war to ralee
&3 niuch cTOp as possidle Lot the amount

of work. We were too-far from market
because of the bad road, to make It
profitable to ralse such things as re-
quired frequent trips to town., Wheat
would not pay to raise in competition
with the great wheat farms where it
can be grown and put on the cars for
20c p by, corn wlll not grow in this
country, where the climate {8 not warm
cnough for it, but pork, poultry, ¢gss,
butter, hotatoes, orndlons,” winter apples
and other fruits were apparently the
best crops. .

The first year we ralsed 1000 bu pota-
toes on a little over 3 a, which sold
at $15 p ton: 400 bu onlons on 1 . sold
for $350: al-1 sold some eggS, & few car-
rots, and elght pigs for $100. Icame out
in the fall with a good supply of vege-
tables and meat for winter, a nice start
in pigs for the next year, and a pointer
that there was money in turkeys and
ducks. Incidentally we found out, at a
cost of half our poultry, that three or
Tour dogs and a tlock of guinea fowl
would go & lang way toward keeping
away the wild cats, foxes, skunks and
other poultry pests.

By the next spring a good many of
the enslest stumps were rolled out and
a few blasted with dynamite. The edge
was cut from brush patches, squaring
out plowed pleces, The old land was
weedy, but no weeds were allowed to
grow. The manure was put on the root
crop land, where there was the most
work. Good crops of sugar beets were
1 fsed. which were fed to horses, cat-
tie. pigs and poultry. Oats were raised
for hay. I tried the cxperiment of sow-
fng barley and Canada fleld peas to-
Rether and found it & great Success, AS
soon as the crop would do to cut we
began to mow it with a seythe and feed
to the pigs, cutting and drying the last
of the crop and stacking it the same as
hay. but saving out plenty for sced.
There are no pen weevllr in this country
and peas make splendid feed for DIgS.

The second year we sold 300 turkeys
for $200 and also made a good profit on
the ducks, which were s0ld while three-
fougths grown, and the poultry and
erRs puid for all the groceries. It was
hardly profitable to make bhutter. For
a fow cowa {t did not pay to huy
a creamn xeparator, and qalry but.
ter, no matter how good, would nat
bring the price of creamery butter.
Other work pald better than making
butter the old way.

Near the city were n score of dalries
which xupplicd the city with milk. Thelr
cows were good and they ured generally
thoroughbred bulls: they raised fow of
the calves. It paid better to sell their
milk and buy new cows than to ralse
the calves. The first year T bought six
well bred heifer calves and more the
next year and later sold them back to
the Adalrymen at a good profit. The
third year 5 a was again planted in
hops, Thig year the crop went & ton
to the acre and cost about $100 p a to
grow and harvest. not taking into ac-
count the valuc of the Innd. The hops
we hope to sell for 12¢ or better. Tur-
goys. plgs, cows, ¢eggs and poultry pald

ost.

‘The farm is pald for, the brush clear-
¢d up. the stumps much less, the weeds
kept well out of sight, plenty of fruilt
trees and xmall fruits of all kinds sct
out and growing, and we don't have to
warry about where the next month's
Hiving Ix to come from. Nelther have
we & mortgage hanging over our farm
:‘t‘r}d )r‘\omc.—[Jcrry Mecker, Plerce Co,

axh.

THE APIARY IN APRIL.

March and April are the most critl-
cal months of the whaole year with bees
and the heaviest losses occur in these
monthy, Many cnlonles go fute win-
ter quarters with  scant  provislons,
which. belng canrumed xbout thix tme,
leave xuch cnlonler to starve to death,
Beex In moxt lncalitiex begin to hreed
rapidly at this time and to draw heav-
113 on thelr xtores,. As a2 rule, bhees
will consume more honey now  than
they 2o 4n the 3 mos preceding, hence
the Importanee of looking after them
now and furnizhing food to all that
néed . In localities where the weather
s yet quite enld, candy is the hest food
ta give them, but where 1t ix warm
enough for them o Ay avery few days,
£3Tud may he {ed them with safety.

To obtaln the beat results, we should
not be et with feeding merely to
save th (r Jives. but should now degin
stimulating feeding. aa this doudlesthe
atrengkth of colonier, and dy that means
doublos the sise of the honey crop, 1t

requires about one gill of syrup per
day to cach colony to accomplish this,
and it will be found to be a goad Invest-
ment,

We can also furnish the bees o gub-
stitute for pollen in carly spring, and
cspectally during thls  month, when
most needed. Any kind of graln, groumd
fine, will an*wer. I prefer oats mixed
with rye or wheat., Set it out In the
aplary in boxes: shallow boxes are the
best, First take some syrup and get
the bees to working on that, then set
the syrup in the meal, or spill some
of it In the meal, and in this way It i3
no trouble to get them started. It s
o very Interesting sight to see them
working on the meal, this alone will
pay for all the trouble.

At thig season dysentey gets in its
greatest destruction, and often results
in the logg of whole aplarfeg, This dis-
ease 18 brought about by limyg confine-
ment In cold weather (n unprotected
hives: In some cages perhaps an inferlor
quality of honey will bring It on. ‘The
best and about the only cure for dyse.
entory s fine weather, A few fine days,
which will admit of the bees flying frec-
1y, will ardinarily effect a cure, and
without this but little can be done,
i Blocks of candy should be glven all
affocted colonfes. This is @t healthful
dlet for them, and they will leave their
own stores to feed upon it. A the. -
ough drylng out of the hives, chaff
cushlong and packing of whatever na-
ture, is very beneflelal if the weather
will zdmit of ft. DBees cannol sucoess-
fully fly when there s much snow on
the ground, and it s better to shade
the hives at such a time, 20 as to In-
duee the hees to stay In exeapt on days
that are warm enough for them to iy,
when thev ghould have the fall benefit
of the sun.—[A. H. Duff,

Pure Food Laws—A speclal commit-
tee of the U7 8 senate has been taking
cevidence as to the nature of adultera-
tlon In food products. Testimony shows
there are practically no manufactured
or compounded food products on the
market not habltually  adulterated.
White some adulterations are deleterd-
ous to health, all are sold at prices far
above their real value. danufacturers
ctaim adulteration i3 so general they

must cither adulterate or go out of bus-

fness. All manufacturers  profess to
favor u federal pure food law, As a
remedy the committee distinguish be-
tween adulterations infurlous and non-
injurlous to health, The former may
be regulated by state statutes and the
enforcement of an interstate commerce.
Inw; the latter by trade regulations
such as the inposition of a revenue tax,
as is now done on oleo, filled cheese,
and adulterated flour. For this purpose .
the committee favors the enactment of
the Brosius pure food law, its opera-
tlon to be under the federal dept of
agrl.

Painting Old Furniture—-Put 2
small quantity venetian red or Spanish
brown In Kerosene ofl, mix uand apply
very thin. Three or four couts should
be apliled.  Then varaish when thor-
oughly dry. For outside work, use lin-
seed ofl, as Kerosene will not be durable
v hen exposed to the atmosphere.~[W.
A. Sharp, Greenbrler Co, W Va,

If Cabbage Growers would use parls
green promptly on young cabbages,
killing all worms while young, there
would be few butteniies left to lay cggrS
for later broods, 1 1b paris green to 100
Ibs e or plaster, thuroughly mixed,
will kill all worms and not be danger-
ous even on cabbage~[¥. . Burnctte,
Lt

CHICKEN QUERIES=J. T: The chick-
cns with lumps an cyes, no appetlte, ete,
Nhave roup. Bathe the eye and head with
Arabtan balsam atd give one quinianc pill
ta cach chicken daily.—~—=C, J. C.: Tho
Downy fowl fs not a practical preed. The
Golden Wiandots are consfdered one of
the best breeds far all purposes, but no
hetter than the Plymouth Rock or R X
Red.—G. Box chickens have fever, closed
eyves, bhad breath, thin, ycllowlsh drops
plags o bad case of roup, Give tincture
of acm ite In drinking water, 3V drops to
1 gt watsr. Use Arabian balsam or other
gand ointment. Separate xick birds and
Keep tu dry, sunhy place.——A. V.: Wo do
not advixe using oll staves in the hene
house, There §s some danger of fire by
dust collecting on the hurner. Better
cover the houxe with warm rootlig.——
Mrx & W * The water In which old pota-
tacs have been bolled  has  sometimes
proved harmful to poultry.——N . Y Sub-
seriber. Ipecae is the chief remedy for
scouring. Somectimes v 02 ) rice will cure,
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opinion of the man behind the

: ’ brush. Ask the experienced, prac-
‘ tical painter, the man who served
an apprenticeship and has thoroughly mas-
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giving full information and

National Lead Co., 100 Willians Strect, New York.
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