
EDITORIAL.

the :lrst occasion, yet who hatve a
very sinail anîount of Chiristian-
ity, consistlng at the most of as-
sisting at a short prayer on Sunx-
days, and per chance of saying

mehnial two or three Hail
Marys in t c morning and as
mnany at night bcfore retiring,
but- ivho have not the sinallest
care for iearning their catcchismi
or listening to wvhat the priost
inight have to say for their in-
struction. What inakes it the

moe licorging, they are in
mnost cases jict!lis of dranken-
ness, imnmora ity and ail other
vices. And yet, the saine Indi-
ans, under favorable circuna-
cuinstances, show theinselves
very docile and prove that they
coulid be mnade good Christians
if only they knew their religion
and wvere protected from texnpt-
tions to which, as* a rulc, they
knov; xîot how to resist. We find
the proof of this in the prisons or
penitentiaries, wvhere the very
ones who appenred the mnost fe-
roclous andi dangerous whilc en-
joyilg their f reecloi, becorne
very docile and good natured,
and would reiai so as long as,
they arc away froin temptation.
As soon as they arc out of prison
they return to their former reck-
lcss habits, while others become
more regular.

It must not be overlooked that
there are stili in the country
thousancis of Indians stili un-
christianized, and who have not
the good fortune of receiving thc
missionaries' visits. The greater
part of thein are engaged in oc-
cupations and continuai displac-
ings which renders neariy im-
possible 'their _presence at the
priest's visits. In the early turnes
after the arrivai of the flrst mis-
sionaries in the country, the na-
tives, havlng no other property
than their lhuutîng or fIshing
outfits, dld flot find much diff-
culty ln answerlflg the mission-
ary's cail at tlieir reguh.r visits,

because they could repair to the
appointed place wlth ail theli-
earthly possessions-, whlch, did
not antount to a very heavy lug-
gag e; it did flot cost them nmore
tolive in one place than in an-
other. But since they have taken
iiiuch Interest in cuitivating the
grouind and in stock-raising it
has becomie more difficult for
them, and even in niany cases
impossible, to answer thie mis-
sionary's cail as in formier turnes.

We must aiso take into ac-
cotint the circumstances under
'&hich the missionary toils. The
saie priest havinoe to attend to a
district of severafhutndred miles
of circuit, containing froin 2 000
to 4,000 Indians, distributeci in
bands of froin 50 to 150 or 200, lie
cannot makze very frequent visits
to each place-three or four turnes
a year at the iînost. Were he te
try and see thei more oftcn he
couid flot, because niost of the
turne the Indians would not le at
home, but scattered over their
fishing or hunting grounds, or
engaged in other -%vork which
wvouid kcep thenm a-way froni
their camps.

Since, the missionary cau see
the Indians only three or fou r
timies ayear, lie rnust endeavor
te give thein during tie trne of
his visit as inuch religlous in-
struction as possible, and this, of
course, mak-es the turne of the
visit rather laborious for the
inissionary. In those camps
where the Indians are fervent
Christians, or wbherc the chief
has some influence over bis peol-
pie, the work of the inissionary
is rendered more agreeable by
the encouragements nie receives,
the Indians having made a sacri-
fIce of their lnterests in order te
corne and profit by his V'isît.
There are also other camps
where it le necessary te resort te
hard pullng as some Indians
have no scruples for belng absent
from religions exerclses.


