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"This looks flot like a bridai."

"tTSLL US a story, Uicie; a true story," ex-
claimned haîf a dozen young voices, as a group
of girlis gathereti arotund the arm-chain of the
veacrabie olti clergyman.

"lBut yqu complain that my truc tales are
niI grave one," answered Mr. B-.

,-Weil dean uncie, you must have marrieti a
great iany peepie as weli as buried tbemn, du-
ring yotir long expenience as a parish ciergy-
man; tell us a story of some romantic wed-

dg"cnieti a gay anti gictdy creature, seating
herseif on bis footstool as she spoke.

"I1 remember but fe'v joyans and merry
sienes, rny ir.hlearted )Mary," answered tbe
aid man, as lie parted the haIr on hier white
forchead. IIDiti yaui never notice In an ahi
pictune that thecdark tints are aiways the most
endairing, wvhite the once brighet one are faded
and dim. It ismuch thesamnewith the sketch-
es wbich mernry traces in the chamibers of
sur imagc.ry: when she uses the sombre hues
of sorrow the picture remai.is unchangeti, but
when we %vouid look upon corne vivid scene of
joy once brightly depictI d on our minds, wva
ofien finti oniy a ghastly sbadow of by gone
bzauty. Weddingfs are not aiways scenes of
happiness, M1ýary."

"11 arn sure they otigbt ta be," said the raid-
tn, witb a blusb and a sinile.

"Weil, children, you sýàal1 have your wishi.
1 w1l tell you of a bridai nt wbîch 1 off-icaied
in earlier life, and you shah-I jadge wvhether it is
safficîiently romanîxc ta picaise your exc.tcd
fattcy.

"'Amange the' -nost inthuential of my parisb-
ioners in the ill ti own of Woodlnnids, wvas a
famiiy named Danville. The father hand made
alarge fortune in tratie, and leaving the business
in the hands of his two sans, hand reuired ta a
ntwly parchased estate in my nciglibinrtiood,
where he lived in a style of splendioir, far cx-
cecding that of the surroundi 'ngg-entry. Priiid
of bis weaith, anti vain of its aumecrous appli-
incas, vitb wvhich be ivas surroundcd, ha wvas
yet hospitable to his friands and charitable te
tbe poor; anti If raucb of bis hospitalhy anti
tharity 7night, bc trnced te the osentation
wluch wvas bis besetting sin, yet these wbo
knew hini ivere willing te excus-e the weakrness
for the sakie of ils frequent gooti rostil ts. Hic
ie resemhicd htir'îin corne points of character.

Hler past expenience of the ovils of poverty, bati
perbaps toudod te inecase ber sense or the

value of mnoney, white it served to keep alive
in hera spirit of economy whicb savored strong-
ly of parsimony, andi blended mast strangeiy
witb the love of display, which formcd a pro-
minent trait in lier disposition. She was at
once luxurious andi me-in-seeking, tooutshine
hier neighbours but always at the leastpossile
expense. The sons were men of business, en-*
grosseti in the acquisition of gain andi having,
no thought beyond their day-book and ledger.

IlBut hiov shall 1 describe their only daugh-
ter, Mlargaret? lt seemed a srange fete whicli,
placed a crenture se delicate in ail ber percep,-
ions, so sensitive in her feelings, so refineti la

ail ber tastes, amid a family so coarse in their
habits. Eer figure was almrost too fragile. for
perfect symrnetry, but ber face was full of that
gentie, spiritualizeti loveliness wbich thepainit-
ers of olden time imnageti in the counitenance of
the Madonna. I think Isee ber nowwith hè
soft brown bain braided smoothly upon herfai
broiv, ber deep blueeyes füll of liquid ligbt, anti
her cheek lvearing the delicate tint seen in the
inner fold of the sea-sheil. Quiet anti placid
in maniner, every mnovemnent was foul of grace.
Sho bad nona of the buoyancy of eanly youtb,
but ber denieanor was characterized iy a timid
and gentie reserve, which, spoke rather of sub-
dned feelings than of a cold nature. She et-
wvays seemedti te n like some delicate wild
flower wbich had spriingup in native fragrance
andi beauty timid a bied of-gaudy anti flining
exotice. She was an only daughler, andi of
course an heiress, and ber parents looked for-
wvard to the perioti when she should contraci

a brilliautniarriage. Visions cf French Counits
and Geri-an Barons, and evea vague dream *
of the younger son of an Englisb peerage, vis-
ited the scbemningbrain ofiMrs. Danville. Shae
determineti that Margaret shaulti visit Europe

anti sbe scarcelv doubteti that she would ze-
turn wvith a title whicb might excite the err&y
oa al ber acquaintances. She reflectedti poÙ'
the spiendours of sucb an alliance; the aounê
of, my daughter, the Cotintess,' rung in lier
ears, until site airnost believeti that ber wishes
were prophecies.

II pursuance of these plans, Mfrs. Danville
steaily discouraged the visits andi attentions
of ail those young mien, 'who, attracteti by the.
charmns and¶ fortune of Margaret, would willing-
yiy have suetiforberfavar. She wishedtokeep

bier daugbter secluded from society, test nems
giirlish fancy shaulti mar ber plans,ý and Mar-
garet's retiring habits rendereti this ne difflcult
task. In fact Mlargaret feit littie enjoymen tià
society, for ehe knew that the watchful oye of


