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HNISTORY OF THE WAR OF 1812.

Judge tor himself :—** Notwithstanding the
repeated blunders of the American General,
fortune did not yet entively abandon him; and
on the 16th August, presented a new occasion,
requiring on his part only the vulgar quality
of defensive courage, to have compietely baf-
fled the designs of Brock, and re-established
his own ascendancy on t-e Detroit.  This
occasion was found in the tndiscretion of his
adversary ; who on crossing the river with a
force smaller than that it was his purpose to
assail, had hastily determined to risk the storm-
ing of a fortilication, strong in itsclf, abun-
danily supplied and sufficiently garrisoned.
If it Ue thought extraordinary, that under
these circumstances, General Brock should
Qe foryotten all the dissuasions from attack

wounded and indignant feelings of every man
there will testifv.

A few days before the surrender, I was in-
form--d by Gea, Hull, we had four hundred rounds
of twenty-four pound shot fixed, and about one
hundred thousand cartridges made.  We surren-
dered with the fort forty barrels of powder and
two thousand five hundred stand of arms.

“The state of our provisicus has not heen ge-
nerally understood.  On the day of the surrender
we had fifteen days' provisions of every kind on
haml.  OF meat there was plenty in the country,
and arcangrements had heen made for purchasing
and grinding the flour. It was calculuted we

could readiiy procure three months’ provisions, |
independent of one hundred and fifty barrels of -
flour, and one thousand three hundred head of

cattle which had been forwarded from the state
of Ohio, which remained at the river Raisin under
Captain Brush, within reach of the army.

* But had we been totally destitute of provi-
sions, our duty and our interest, undoubtedly, was
to fight. Tire cnemy fuvited us to meet him in
the ficld. By defeating him the whole country
would have been open to us, and the object of our
expedition gloriously and successfully obtained.
1f we had been defeated, we had nothing to do

but to refreat to the fort, and make the best de-.

fence which circumstances and our situation ren-
dered practicable.  But basely to surrender withe
out firing a gun—tamely to submit without mising
a bavonet—disgracefully to pass in review before
an enemy as inferior in the quality as in the num-
ber of his forces, were circumstances which excit-
ed feclings more easily felt than described. To
sce the whole of our men flushed with the hope
of victory, cagerly awaiting the approaching con-

farnished by history, it was certainly still less
to be expected that General Hull should have
forgotten ali the motives for defence furnished
by the same source, Such, however, was the
fact; the timidity of the one kept pace with
the temerity of the other; and at last, in an
agony of terror, which cunning could no longer
dissemble, and which history is ashuned to
describe, the fort, army, and tenitory were
surrendered without pulling a trigger.” We
have been thus particular in exposing the
attempt of Americans to bolster up their
wounded honor, because every attempt to
attach imbecility or cowardice to the Ameri-
can General, tarnishes dircetly the lustre shed
on the Briti~h arms on that occcasion.
Immediately after the surrender of Detroit,
General Brock issued his proclamation® to the

after the capitulation, that the British forces con-
sisted of one thousand cight hundred regulirs,
and that he surrendered to prevent the effusion
i of human blood.  That he wagnified their regular
‘force nearly five-fold, there e be no donbt.
: Whether the philanthropic reason assigned by him
1is asuflicient justification for surrendering a forti-
fied town, an army and a territory, is for the
. Govermment to determine.  Confident 1 am, that
1 had the couryge and cunduct of the general been
cqual to the spirit and zeul of the wroops, the
"event would have been as brilliant and successful
as it now is disastrous aud dishonorable.

** Very respecttully, sir, 1 have the honor to be,
your most obedient servant, LEwis Cass,
t **Col. 3rd Regt. Ohio Voluuteers.
. The Hon. Wy Ecstis,
{ ¢ Secretary of War.”

*Proclamation by Isaac Brock, Esq., Major-Gene-
ral, commanding hiz Majesty’s forees in the
Province of Upper Canada, &c.

! Whereas the territory of Michiran was this day,

by capitulation, ceded to the arms of his Britannic

Majesty, without any other condition than the

protection of private property, and wishing to

give an carly proof of the moderation and justice
of his Majesty's government, I do herchy announce
to all the inhabitants of the said territory, that
the laws heretofore in existence shall continue in
force until his Majesty's pleasure be known, or so

“long as the peace and safety of the said territory

will adwmit thereof; and 1 do hercby a'so declare

‘and make known to the said inhabitants, that they

shall tie protected in the full exercise and em-
ployment of their religion, of which all percons,

test, to see them afterwards dispirited, hopeless, | both civil and anilitars, will take notice, and gov-
and desponding, at least five hundred shedding | ern themselves accordingly.
tears because they were not allowed to meettheiry Al persons having in their possession, or havin
country’s foc, and to fight their country's battles, | any knowledge of, any public property, shal
excited sensations which no American has ever, forthwith deliver in the same, or give notice
hefore had cause to feel, and which, I trust in thereof, to the officer commanding, or to Licut.-
God, will never again be felt, while one man re- ; Colonel Nichal, who are duly authorized to reccive
mains to defend the standard of the Union. and give proper receipts for the same.

I was informed by General Hull, the moming!  Officers of militia will Le held responsible, that



