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What s a Church? o

What is a church of Christ? ‘I'his
question 15 continually being raised,
and answered, ‘The answers vaiy,
Popularly it is thought that a church of
Christ is a society composed of pro-
fessing Christians associated 1o.ether as
Chiistians for Christian wor-hip and
work. ** Gathered together in the name
of Christ,” constitutes the company
a church of Christ—it will be said.
But what does "In the name of
Chtist” involve ? It involves recogni.
tion of His will, obedienc: 1o His
word, We cannot properdy claim to
do a thing in His namie unluss we have
His authority for doing i,  What He
commands us to do, we may and ought
to do in His nam+ What He does
not command us to do, it 18 gross pre-
sumption for usto pretend todoin His
name. So in considering what is a
church of Christ, we have to inquire
whether it is an institution of Christ
Himself, regulated by Hislaw and not
by the Jaws of men,

P In Mvestizating the right of any body
td be called a church of Cheist, wé

would ask, What are the conditions of
membetship in it? Does it receive
those whom the Lord would re-
ceive and reject those whom He would
reject?  Is it easier to get into it
than it was to enter & church in apos-
tolic days? Isit barder?

The basis of membership is always
looked upon as fundamental. To
tamper with that without authority is
looked upon as a grave offense.  So is
it with regard 1o the society known as
the church of Christ. ‘The business of
ntan is simply to find out Christ’s law
and apply it. Tt is no part of man's
duty to seek to improve upon the
Lord’s plan by either adding to or tak-
ing from the conditiofwel membership
deteimined uy\ﬁ by the .Lord himself.
To assume to do so is to sit in judg.
ment upon the Saviour, and he who
does that denies Chkrist, and to bim
Jesus ceases to be Lord, and to whom
Jesus ceases to be Lord, He ceases to
be Saviour.

And herc we find the crowning sin
of Popery, among Roman Catholics or
Protestants.  Protestants are in the
habit of thinking that Popery is some
thing that pertains to Roman Catholi.
cism: atone. But it is just as much
Popery to require of 2 man to declare
his belief in Calvinism before recr ¢
ing him into church fellowship, as to
demand that he declare his faith in the
infallibility of the Pope of Rome; to
require one to have his chitdrea sprink.
led for baptism, as to believe in the
immaculate conception of the Virgin
Mary ; to believe in close communion,
as 10 believe in transubstantiation.

Herein is the great evil of sectarian.
1sm. A sectisa body claiming to be a
church of Christ that imposes unscrip-
tural tests of fillowslip; a church of
Christ pure and simple receives people
on the same conditions as the inspited
aposiles of our Lord received them. It

telligent Disciples see this distinction
clearly ; conscicntious Disciples are
careful to recognize it always.

Let us close for the present by sug.
gesting to our readers that they submit
the religious bodies around them to the
test whether according to the principles
laid down here they are really churches
of Christ,

Editorial Notes.

“The right mode of baptism was
discussed by several of the town pas
tors last Sunday esening, and asa con-
sequence there have been lively discus-
sions ever since, even amongst those
who don't read their Bibles very much,”

So says the Blenhelin News. It was
ever thus after union meetings, We
await the next act in the drama,

We presume that every Christian
who reads this paper believes in proying
to God in the name of Jesus Christ,
Would it be safe for us to presume
that every Chustian who r1eads this
paper does regularly, privately, earmn-
¢stly pray to God in the name of
Jesus Christ? We fear not. How js
it with you, reader?

And what about reading the Word
of God? Consider now. What do
you think? Does your cbservation
lead you to conclude that, even among
a people loudly professing loyalty to the
Bible, the study of that sacred book is
habitual? Is it not rather true that
the neglect of it is habitual? When
did you read the Bible last for your
own spiritual welfare ?

Sir Mackenzie Bowell has wtitten to
Dr. Carman, saying positively that the
Dominion Govemment neither in-
curred nor authorized any expense
“for masses for the repose of the soul
of the Iate Premier.” It pleases us to
record this denial. We feared the
thing had been done. And indeed

‘the Catholic Record, of London, Onk,

seems to share our opinion, for in z
long editorial 1n its Feb. 16th, the act
of paying for the mass by the Govern.
ment is not only admitted but de-
fended.

It is possible that some of our
preaching brethren take it for granted
that the Disciples are all well instructed
in the gospel, understand its first prin-
ciples, and are able to teach otheus,
Experience shows that such an assump-
tion is 2 mistake. Catechise the young
Disciples as you happen to meet them,
and if you have not yoursclf lost interest
in the grand simplicity of the ancient
gospel, FoU wue resclve to give a rous.
ing sermon or two on frt principles.
And you will also feel the necessity of
supplemienting your puhlic diccourses
with a good deal of private talk. How
do you find it in your locality, brothy
preacher? Remsmber, that sound
doctrine means healthy, Christian Lfe.

Were the Roman Catholic hietarchy,
were any other denomination, in fact,
to ask the Dominion Government for a
grant of land on which to rreate a
colony of reputhble Canadians under
the direct control of that sect, an effect-
ual pretest would promptly be forih-
coming. Vet that is exactly what Gen.
Baoth wishes, except that he desizes to
people the colony whth imported crim
inals.—Teronto Star.

We do not understand that Gen.
Booth intends to people his proposed
colony with imported criminals, but
rather with imported persons who may
have been criminals, buthave been re-
formed through the agency of the Sal.
vation Army. Nevertheless we think
the point made by the Sfar is well
taken, that as any other religious de-
nomination would certainly and prop-
etly be refused if it made such are
quest a8 Gen. Booth hag.made, Gen.
Booth's proposition should not be en.
tertained fora moment by the Domin.

ion Government.

Dr. Mcl.eod, well known as a2 mem.
ber of the Royal Commission on the
Liquor Traffic, kas declined the non.
ination of the Prohibitionists of York,
N. B, for the House of Commons, on
the ground that he 1s not convinced
that it would be right fora preache o
enter political life, Most people will
think he has acted wisely, But ** most
people” are not always right.  And
we do not think they are in this case,
For aur part we exceedingly regret that
Dr. MzLeod did not signify his willing-
ness lo stand.  If the House of Com-
mons it a fit place for any decent man,
it is a fit place for a preacher. In
what respect 1s a decent preacher better
than any other decent man? ‘This
drawing the line at the preacherisa
result of that sacerdotal idea which still
hangs around even progressive Protest-
ants, Let the preachers take it ' rough
and tumble ® a little more with their
fellows, and their fellows will 1espect
them more,  If circumstances point to
a preacher as the leader of a great
moral reform movement, and indicate
that he could serve the good cause in
Parliament, in our opinion he would
net be acting unworthily of a Christian
or a preacher to accept nomination and
work for election. Dr. McLeod has
missed such an opportunity as may
never come to him again.

We clip the followng from the Sen.
tinel, of Toronto :

“The Rev. Dr. Carman, of the
Methodist church, delivered sducz.
tional sermons on Sunday, the 21st, in
Kingston, and states his position in re.
gard to public education holding for
national schools, not where the doc
trines of any church will be taught, but
where at least morality and integrity
will be inculcated. The Roman Cath.
olics could come in certainly on that
ground and allow ali children to be in.
structed together. [The speaker did not
care for separate ¢c church schools.
Any church thalgeiuld, not care for ise
people and maintaih & particular doc-
trine should we viped out. If the
Methodist church fannot through its
in nistry, Sunday school and Epworth
League, hold its people and teach the
precious doctrine of entire sanctifica.
tion, without the aid of a Government
gran', then the sooner it goes by the
board the better.”

That's the kind of talk, Doctor. Let
us have more of it and often. And
won't the English Chutch people please
speak out to the same effect ?

We recently heard of a young
pteacher, supposed to be a Disciple,
who did not know for certain nhether
he was a Dieciple or no, who was even
inclined 1o look kindly upon infant
baptism, and whose preaching, there.
fore, was a grief of mind to well
instructed brethren and sisters, What
an outrage on & church to have such a
ncandescript standing before them in
the capacity of preacherl Another
case lately brought to our attention was
that of a preacher—not a young man-—
who when the Disciples did not wish
his services any longer, began to court
the Baptists, and appeared quite ready
to turn his back on his reputed former
self and join the Baptists for a job.
Churches willdo well to give such & man
a wide berth. And while these cases
are before us let us ask, When wilt
churches feara to vse as much cantion
and discretion in selecting a preacher
as any one member woull exercise in
selecting a servant?  We do not need
a Bishop, nor a Conference, nor a
Peesbytery to select and appoirt our
preachers, but it is important that
churches should not send their com.
mon sense away on a visit when they
are considering and deciding whether
a man 15 & fit and proper person to
preach the gospel to sinners and to edify
the saints,

Indigestion is stubborn but K.
D. C. overcomes it.

Omanibus.

Mrs. D. Harrls, Hamilton, has pre-
sented a copy of the “ Christian Bap-
tist” to the library of the Bible School,

T.L. F,

Have you paid your subscription to
the CANADIAN Evancruist?  If not,
please do so now : the publisher needs
the money to pay the printer. Your
doliar will connt one,

A little girl, four years old, whose
father went to work one morning and
did not return, used (o pray at night,
“0 God, plente send papa hone,”
and then turn to her mamma ana say,
“Papa will come now, won't he,
mamma "

“If you ever issued a better number
than the Foreign Mission onereceived,
I fail to remember it. It just lacks
Dr. Butchant's picture.” That is what
one of our preachers says. We shall
1ry to get Hro. Butchart’s Lkeness yet.

PreMiuM BipLg.— ¢ The Biblecame
all right. 1 like it very much,” so
writes one subscriber. Another says :
“The Bible cameto.night, and 1 am
well pleased withit.” Don't you want
one? Fot eight mew subscribers we
shall give you one

The Templar devotes & long article
to a criticism of our proposition in last
Evancerist for getting prohibition.
ists in Patliament. We regret that we
cannot find room for itin this paper
We shall give it entire in March tsth
number.

Inthe excellent address by the Pres-
ident of the St. Thomas Auxiliaty of
the 0. C. W, B. M., which will be
found on page 6, the date 1882, ac-
cording to our recollection, is about
five years too early, as intimating the
time when the Co-operaion began to
put forth special effort to establish the
cause in cities.

““Neither political party here dare
put & man in the field who does not
profess good temperance principles.”
That was said of a Quebec county at
the recent meeting in Montreal of the
Quebec Alliance. And that is the
condition which p-ohibitionists shoutd
aim to produce in every county in the
Dominion,

A man went into a store the other
day in this ciy as the womar was re-
ceiving a five dollar bilt from a cus-
tomer. He said, *“Lec me look at
that bill.” The woman hesitated to
allow a stranger to handle the valuable
piece of paper.  But the man begged
for the privilege, and declared that he
only wished to feel and examine it
So his request was granted. He
looked it over carefully, caressed it
tenderly, and handed it back, saying,
“Thanok you ; I was afraid, if someone
would givelme a bill, I would not kaow
it

*It is cheeting to hear through the
EvancELIST what the brethren s-e
doing. It isthe only way I can learn
what is going on among them, as I
cannot now meet with any of them,
Many thanks i.x the * Pioneer Picture.'
I knew them air but Bro, Sinclair, I
fancied I could hear Bro. Anderson's
voice a3 I was reading about him giv-
ing the discourses in Hamilton lately.”
This is from an isolated brother, His
case illustrates well that of many other
Disciples in Ontario.  If you know of
any such brethren and sisters, who do
nol get the EvANGELIST, please send
us their address and we shall send them
sample copies.

We have'received & copy of the
“Seiko,” publishec in Tokyo, Japan,
by our missionaries tiere, . #8eiko”

means ¢ Light of the World.” Its ob.
jects are to proclaim Christ to the un.
converted and 1o advocate the union
of all believers, The price of the
*Saiko ™ is soc. a year, and the special
objict of this note is 10 say to our
friends that the missionaries would be
plad to have them assist in defraying
the expenses of publication by paying
the price of one or more subscriptions
for Christian converts in Japan, most
of whom are too poor to pay for it
theraselves.  All such subscripiions
sent by post office order 10 Miss Mary
M. Rioch, En ki Machi, Ushigome
Ku, Tokyo, Japan, will be gratefully
received,

e—

@hurch ‘I ews.

— i et

ToroNTO, Cecil Street.—Since last
report there have been three added to
the church—two by letter and one by
confession and baptism, Attendance
most encouraging.  Sunday school
growing. Four new scholars came yes.
terday Our Y. I% 8 C. E. ¢ontinues
to grow in interest. On Fb. 10 a
joint meating of the junior and senior
Endeavor socicties was held The
juniors conducted the meeting, and a
most enjoyable and profitable time was
had. Work, Watch and Pray.

J LI

Fants County, N. S.—DEkar Bro.
Munxro,—It is a long time since 1
have writtenanything forthe Canapran
EvaNcELIST. In fact, Thavewrittennoth-
ing since coming to this part of the field
from P. E. Island. I finished 1.y first
year here some time ago, and t1 say the
least, the year's work was encouraging,
One new meeting-house at one of the
points of preaching was built and
opened free of debt. Two new Sun.
day schools were organized, making
four in all, undet my care. There
were forty additions, mainlg by bap-
tism. An intetest is arouddd in our
mission wotk, and as I enter ‘the see-
ond year it is with thie hope of doing
more than was done last year, Twelve
have made the good confession 30 far
in this year, ‘The brethren here are as
good as you find them anywhere, and
the outlook for good, progressive work
is encouraging. The CAnADIAN Evan.
CELIST is a welcome visitor, and 1
was sorry when some time ago it de.
creased in size, and I think the last
double number should be the size of
it. Surely our Canadian churches cin
keep upa good paper. I wouldlike to
see all the provinces umite in support.
ing such a paper, this would ensure
the success of the venture. 1 read
with interest the reports of work done
in the upper provinees, and while not
per:onally acquainted with brethren
there, T have a fraternal interest in the
wotk and am living in hope of some
day attending one of your annual meet.
ings and see how you do. I shali try
and give you some more items of in-
terest in the near future.  Wishing you
success in the work of the Ma-ter, 1
remain yours in the servics,

W. H, Harbixe
West Gore, Hants Co, N. S.

LoxnpoN.—~It will no doubt be a
source of gratification to our brethren
generally to hear of the progress heing
made by the church in  London.
About five months ago we were called
upon to part with Bro. T. L. Fowler,
who had been pastor of the church al-
most since its orgatization over three
years ago. Wenthen felt somewha)
discouraged in losing one whon, we
had learned to love and esteein—one
who had labored so earnestly and suc-
cessfully in the upbuilding of the
church, We believed no one could be
found who could gwi%e fill his placeand
were inclined to regard the future with
feelings of despondency. It can be

wid, however, that Bro, Geo. Fowler




