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TWO HELLS.

"Ve reailins yL±t iunreveilel to liinan sîght
Ve god.; wh'o rtile the regionis of the Iliglit
Ve gliding ghiosîs !. pe2rmlit Ile Io relate
The mystic ofcIr~u yotir sient siate."

I'JMONG mien of ai
<v ~-> 'i( nations and tiniies
~ ~' i speculation lias ever

been rife concerning
Sexistence in the spiri-

Qe- tuai world. Aniongr
the Paganis, the mode
of life of the Olyrn-
pian and Ilutonian4 deities 'vas the sub-
ject of various

thecories; that of (;od and his angels, as
also of 'lie dcvii and the filen blost arnong
T1rue ]3elievers; whiic botb have eagerly
sought for the true solution of the probieni
of the soul's whecabouts and condition
after death. As innuiiierable.-are the theor-
les wvhich have heen advan :ed concerning
these various questions as there have been
minds te conceive ti, but those whio
have gloried niost iii their pcaîo,
and have portrayed thceir ideas te tîxe
ivorid in ýIlc rnost g-lowing colors are the
greater pocîs of ai ages. In the uncer-
tain malins cf the spiritual -%yorld, these
phIotogra-phiers of speculative tlîoughît have
hand fuit scoI)C for the exercise of thecir
wiidest fancies. For who had ever v'isited
these realins and returned ? None; there-
fore, coutd pocts paint themn as they woutd.
Once 'vithout the pale of this niost rea-l
wvorld, their gigantic imaginaitions might
cxpa-.nd tri their utniost iinlits ivithout fear
of harrier or opposition. Thesc realins
ilhey rnighîi fashion as îhey %vould, nliiht,
i)uild of whaî niattriai, iglt conipass
xvth %viat, elenients tlhey niight think fit,
and pecople ivith whait beings 'lie' iniighît
choose.

And se, gtancing back over the widc
Vista of huilnn ithou-lit, %ve observe thant
the greatesi imocts that hiave ever ornla-

nned our sph'.re, hanve spent, thc:îîsecives
to theiiiiiiost in pain-ting in thec most
gtoxing cotors, the particular ideais ivhich
ttîcy posscssed of these unexplored
(loniains. 1loner and Virgil esîîeciaily,
aînong the -ncicnts, have revciled iii tbis
slpirit.%vorTI : whilst -minrg ilhe modems,

our greatest master-minds, D)ante, Goethe,
Mhilton, have iikelise fbund scope for
their elastic iniaginat ions only iii these
obscure realims Se wvondrous and vast
hiave been their conceptions, and se
graphicatly painted wvithai, thiat ive cani
scarce conteniptate thern without harboring
a doubt as to the purely humin composi-
lion of their authiors. Honier's cininiy
draughits chili us to the quick; igi'
hinted torments of the danined in thc
dread depths of Tartarus fill us wvith
a' fear more terrible perhaps :lîan if lie
had described them, as dangers, which
%vc %vould braveiy face in the liglit of day,
frighten us whien siîrouded in darkness ;
[)ante's horrible portray'al of flic Alighi-ty's
mode of l'engeance is the linîit. of nian's
imaginative powvers Milon' bildingý cf
1'andeioniuni aves u,, càusing- us t0
rellcî what iighîy powecr Gnd could
b)estov upon creatures, and vet bc iii-
finiteiy imox-e powerfui Himiseif; and
Goethe's portrait of M\elilhistophleles is so
clever, that afuer iiiak-i:igt his acquaintance,
we look itih suspicion upon cvery new
friend, ]est lie shldii lie the incarnate
fiend hiniself raniblingi on cur earilh.

Ahthough the conceptions, cf thiesc
writers cannot be :îccevted as tic stand-
ard in every particîiar whercby to judge
of the opinions on these subjects lid h)y
the different ages ini which ilhcy iived, et
wve cani gain frotin thein a general idea of
wvhaî imen thioutlht in thecir respective
tiieý- 1'o examîinc thc ideas hieid of the
spiritual world 1t~y ail th i')aov'e-ii.iiicd
wvriters wvutld imply a iturvey cf a wide
field cf lîterature, and wouid be toe coi-
prehiensive a subjcî for our lirecent pur-
pose ; but a giamîce cani be hiad licre at
îlîe pictures of ain alter-life given te us by
tlic twvo great cpics of iaga1n tUnies, H-umer
and Virgil, in the e:Icvcutîh bock cit ic
(>dyssey and the sixtih cf tue .-Encid,
wvherciîi are describcd thc descents of tuec
respectivc lerces of thc two îoenis te the
tiettier wvcrid. lt 'vii be intercsting- te
nxote wvhecin they diller, in order te sc
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