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IIOOK:sWIN'GING IN INDIA.
H~ E followlng story is a dark, Sad oneU

and too truc. A niissionaryfroîn tIle
United Staites %writ ", about it to the

.3fisionar-y Ilcrald.
-MADURAItt, INIIIA.

Oct. 23, 1891.
Ilaving lcarîîcd th:Lt the oid cruel ;)ritctieQ

of swiuîging w1Ls about to bu revivcd after
lîavinig licou abolisheà for t.wunoity-four ycars,
the Madura Mission directed mie to încmno.
rialize the Madras governimont, andi pray
theas to prolilbit it,% revival. The goyernînent,
replicd that they wvou1d discourage it in evcry
way, but werc not îvilling to absolutely pro-
libit it. Thecir discouragencîît aniountcd to
notlîlng at ail, axid it camne oflf on the 2lst iii.

stant in the presece of 10,000 pecople. Dr.
Van Allen and 1 -went out to Se it, for the
sake of being able to give an aut-hentir ae.
countof it.

There are four villages iii the viciiiity of
Solavandan, inihabitcd by people o! the Kollar,
or ]Roblier, caste. hI each village is a family
that lias the righit of selecting two candidates
for the operation. Out- of the ciglit thus
cliosen, one -%vas SAelected by lot, and tic lot
fell on a young mian of tavcnty-three years,
tliick-set and inuscular anci ratiier short of
2itature.

Thiese peoplc worehui) the denioncss Ma-
rianiinan, said to bu the spirit of a Pariali
wonxan who forinerly wvas attacked by snîall-
liox and Nvas lef t to tilt Nvitliout assistance.
She lias now beconie the patron of sînaîl-pox
and choiera, aud is believcd to hîave the pover
to send or withliold rain ; and hiook-sgwingîng
is tlîouglit to, be a nicans of propitiating lier,
so as to influenice lier to send main iii abun-
dance.

Il 80 thlis practice 'vas revivcd after hav-
ing been jiroliibited for niany years. But
îîpouî represcuitatioui to Lord Napier at tliat
tinie lie again prolîibitcd it-; jind now, a! ter
tweinty-four yeitrs, f-li people, liaving learîîed
that f-le present povers tliat bu ivould dIo nîo
inore f-han discourage if-, have revivcd if- agaixi

wiuîi great éclat. jIn one place there wvas a ditch to bie crossed
it is said tlîat previous to the insertion ofi and( thejoItClIusO( hini to seize the rope that.

th-le bîook into f-le iniddle o! the back t-le inuîs-
dles and skin are rendered insensible by
slapping and piuching. 1{owever that may
be, tliere iii no doubt tlîat arrack wvas givcîî
to the mnan at the time. He was brouglit to
thle police sf-af-ioni witli f-le two hooks inscrtcd
baclc f-o back, one ecd side of the spilie. The
bîooks wero îîof large, auîd the Ilesli taken up
by thin vcry hftic. The ivoxderful strengtlî
of f-le munscles of f-le back ivas slîowî bY this-
performance.

Tlîe catr consisted of a roughi platforun
on Nwlieels, supporting a grea- franie about ten
feit iii lengtlî auîd breadtlî, and Iiff-een fout ln
lîcighîf-, tic lilafforun itself being six feet
froin tlîe ground. Up f-brouglî the middle,
of f-he grea- fraine rose a sf-ouf- circulai-
beani of great streuigtlî, tlîrce feuf- above f-le
frauîîu, aîîd on tic top of f-lus beauîî was,
pivoto(l tlîc polo, sixty foot lu length, froi
whliclî theu mn hîung tliirty-flve feet froua
tlîu groundc.

Promp-ly at tlîrce o'cloçpk tue hooks weri-
inserted, witliu soîne buildinîg, and f-le mn
canicerusliing along f-he street, escorted by
constables and of-hiers, who beaf- back the
croîvd, and kept up a vigorous fanning, urging
tie mnu to keep dancing. Af ter the short
st.ay af- f-le police station tlîcy made t.
granid rush for the car, whiclî stood oni
anu adjacent street, and tliere tlîe enîd of f-he
swcep wvas lowered to receive its vicfh-im
Soonlit was carried up again iihl the mnan
attaclied. As lie went up lie clapped his feef-
and hands togetlier ln a mcasured way, and
tlîis lie kept up during the wvhole perfornu-
auîce. lis ankles lîad jingles on tlîem tha-
.:ould bu lîeard as f-ley beat toge-ler witli
a sf-uady " cling, cliinig."~

I3eforu carrying liiin up to f-le greaf-est,
liciglit, tlîu pole -%vas lîeld horizontally and the
naxi «%Yzs carried around lxi a conîplete circle,
swingiuîg over Uic tops of the bouses. Thien
the car ivas dravni forîvard to tîxe first corner,
wvliere if.-wias delayed, f-lat a kid nîiglf- bu sa-
crificed. Once iii a wvlile t-li nian would
draîv up, wvitli a rope, plantains and flowersi
and -hiroîv tlîeuî dovn f-o f-li crowd belov.


