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City SubscriBers.—~Several persons have writ-
ten complaining of irregularityin the delivery
of the Reaokr. This has been occasioned by the
great difficulty we have cxperienced in getting
 prover staff of boys. Wehad no idea when the
ReaDer was started that the subscription list
wonld run up to over five thousand copies ina
couple of weeks : hience our delivery arrangements
were allogether inadequate.  We hope our
subseribers will bear with any irregulanty which
may occur for & few weeks yet, We are doing
all we can to have the evil remedied.

A COLONIAL GOVERNOR ON CON-
FEDERATION.

E were told on high authority, that the
country that has no history is blest. We

Joubt the general trath of the aphorism. The
abupdance or scarcity of food, in tho shape of
nyenas, entrnils, and locusts, constitutes the
annals of a Kraal of Hottentots ; tho memorabilia
of n Turkish Drovinee, consists of the daily
yipes smoxked, and tbe infiction of the bastinado
on delinquent rayahs winable or unwilling to
satisly the exactions of theic masters. Neither
of these offers a fitting theme for the historic
muse ; yet few will regard the sondition of the
Hottentot Kraal, or the Turkish Province /s one
of happiness. As the solitude which the sword
makes is not peace but desolation, so the calm
of inaclion is not cujoyment but apathy, Nova
Stotia nnd New Brunswick are now in the non-
bistoric period, with no desire, apparently, to
awake from the repose in which they indulge,
and to find themsclves famous. They bave
mines which they will not work ; they have fish
sthich they will not catch; they have harbours
unvisited by commerce; they bavo riches which
they will not gather ; and they refuse tha fellow-
sbip and alliance of thoso who would make these
gifts of Providence available to thero. And ell
his i@ the more deplorable, as nobody who really
knows our fricnds of the sea-board will seriously

deny that physically and intellectually they are
inferior to no peopic or race on this continent.
Licutenant Governor Sir  Richard Graves
Macdonnell has recently attenipted to arouse the
Nova Scotians to a sense of the duty they owe
to themselves and the empire. e was about to
leave the Province, having been appointed Gov-
crnor of Hong - Kong; and, in answering an
address presented to him Ly the citizens of
Traro, he ebraced the opportunity to give them
and their fellow-subjeets of the Lower Provinces
sorac out-spokea advice on the subject of the
contemplated union of British North Ameriea.
Sir Richard js a clever man, we believe an able
man, although he has had but little room for the
display of his talents during his bricf rulo in
Nova Scotin, ITe has scldom given utterance to
his opinions on public affairs; but when he did
spea’, he always said something that was worth
remunbering, e told the people of Truro that
he was at fiest opposed to Confederation, and in
favour of a Legislative union of the Provinces,

.until he found that the leading Provineial states-

men and the English Government and peoplo
were all but unanimous in advocating the
adoption of the Confederate system. Ie re-
marks: “I was among the first to hope to sce a
new Britain of the West arise on this side of the
Atlantic, formed not by a mere convention of
different Provinces, but by the amalgamation of
a4 in onc nation, with onc common legislature
resembling the English pacliament, and by the
obliteration of all Provineial boundaries. Iam
aware now, how unpopular such opinions are in
these Provinces, where the great majority are
disposed, abave all things, to cling to their own
Yocal legislatures.” Individually, Sir Rickard
Macdonnell retains his old opinion or the ques-
tion ; but he hows to the inevitable ; and because
he cannot attain what is desirable, would con-
sider it unwise to reject the next best thing that
is possible, There are many person3 cxactly in
tho same position, even among the most promi-
neet partizans of Confederation. Washington
and Hamilton could not resist petty local inter-
csts in the introduction of dangerous clements
into the Constitution of the United States; and in
the present British Provinees, the same evil ex-
ists, and must bear the samo bitter fruit that it
did among our neigbbours. We bad an instance
of itin Canada in the long struggle about the
seat of Government.”

The e is another portion of Sir Richard Mac-
donpe.'s speech which we must not pass over
without a few words, inasmuch as it is destined,
we suspect, to be the cause of much discussion,
both htre and in the other Provinces., He de-
clared that England had not only the right to
advise, but to exert “her just authority ” in the
matter of Confederation. This will be a strong
card in the bands of the anti-ubionists— this
intcrference, as they will call ity of tho British
Government with the local rigats of the people.
Now, wo capnot seo how tho constitotional or
other rights of any one whatever can be said to
beinvolved in the affair. Itis simply as it bears

on the future defence of the whole of our Noxth
American possessions, that England is intcrested
in the scheme of Confederation.  Ier statesmen
think that these possessivns would be more effec-
tually and casily defended, if they were united
under one government than when broken up
into a congeries of small States, with scarcely a
bond of consection between them, but standing
in the position of fureign countries to each other.
Surely if we require England to protect us inthe
event of war, wo cannot be surprised, if;, while
admitting her Jiability and willingness to do so,
she should insist upon our doing, on our part,
what she Lelieves to bt necessary for our own
safetly, and to save her from expense, defeat, and
disgrace. This is the entire caso. There is no
atterapt by the Metropolitan Government to
enforce on the Provinces terms or conditions
inconsistent with the constitutional rights of
people or parliament. They ouly tell us that
while the mother country agrees to do cerlain
things, we also shouldagree to do certain things,
There is nothing unfiir in tbis, and we must
avoid being misled into a contrary belief. The
people of British North America will not, we
trust, be deluded into the mistake of raising falso
issucs on such a question,

DEATIH OF «SAM SLICK.”

—

THE latest British paper announco the death of Mr,
Justice laliburton, better known throughount
Europe and America as “ Sam Slick.” Ho died at
his residence, Gordon MHouse, Ileworth, on the 2ith
ult.. aged 63. As most of our readers are aware, Mr,
Haliburton resigned his position as Judgo in Novs
Scotia some cight years sgo, and took up his residenco
in England. Taking sides with tho Tory party there,
the fufluence of the Carlton Club was used to get him
clected to Parliament, and hie sat for tho borongh of
Lauuceston for six years. Mr. Haliburton was born
in Nova Scotia the ycar before tho Irish rebellion,
when the United States had hardly attained the yexrs
thatin England constitute alegal majority ; and having
studied at various places, ho was called to tho colonial
bar, and practised for some years with considerable
success.  In 1835 be commenced tle literary works on
which his fame will rest, by the contribution to the
columns of 2 Halifax weekly newspaper, of ascries of
amusing papers, depicting tho acuto angles and sharp
knobs of the Yauvkeo character. So successful wero
theso papers that two years later they wero revised,
published and brought underthe notice of the general
reading public, who gave * Sam Slick tho Clock.
maker,'* an ¢pthusiastic reception.  Tho success of this
book uaturally induced tho publication of & sccond
series in 1837, and & third in 1840. But  Sam Slick”
wasnot exhausted, for  To Attaché,”” on sccountof
Sam's experience in London as ono of tho members of
the United States embassy, was equally popular with
tho precedivg volumes, and twent through soveral
cditions in a few montls. Theso wero succceded at
intervals by * Bobbles of Canada,'” ** An Historical
and Statistical Account of Nova Scotia,” *“Tho Old
Judge,” * Traits of American Bemour,” * Yankeo
Storics,' ¢ Nature and Jluman Nature,” &c., all of
which, however, it is no disparagement to them to say,
are less effectiva than tho author's first works, Mr,
Halivurton's carcer in tho House of Commons was
not 5o brilliant assome of his fricndshad hoped. When
ho spoko bis voico was £0 weak that many good things
which amuscd the members immediately around bim
werolost totho bulk oftho House, and wers totally

inaudible In tho reporters’ gallery.



