THE SATURDA

.

READER.

FOR WEEK ENDING JANUARY 13, 1866.

TIvE CENTS.

Vor. I.—No. 19.
CONTENTS.
MaMMOX. Ounr DicTioNARY OF
Revizws. Papases.
£ux MAGAZINES. Tae Fasfijons.
MIsOXLLANEA, ANEGDOTR OF BURNE.
Contous PusNOXENON. | Tur Liox’'s EMDRAOR.
Lisy or Nxw Boogs. PASTIMES.
CHIRANEN IN AUSTRA- | CONUNDRUMS—RIDDLES.
LIA, DECAPITATIONS,
EARLY CRLTIO S8TORIES. | ACROSTIO~CHARADES,
EXORAVING WITII A TRANSPOSITIONS.
SUNBEAX. ANSWERS 70 PU2ZLES,
WoLrs® (Poctry). &0., No. 17.
Hary A MiLLioN OF Caess.
" Moxgy. + | Answzens To Conaze-’
Taiosraant (Poctry). SPONDENTS.
AznEEL AND TOE THERRE | HOoUssmorp RecrreTs.
BROTHERS. WTTY ARD WHIMBI0AL.

Continued from woek to week, the Nxw STORY,
« TRE FAMILY HONOUR.”
By Mrs. C. L. BALPOUR.

MAMMON.

n—

MAMMON! how numerous are his worshippers.
Other gods have passed away ; but ho flour-
ishes in immortal youth, more beautiful than the
Pythean Apollo, moro powerful than Olympian
Jove. The gods of Egypt, of Assyris, of Greece,
of Rome, Woden and thoScandinaviau deitics, all
have disappeared, all but he; and his shrine
will nover be deserted whilo buman nature re-
mains what it i3 ; and the millennium, wofear, is
anera of tho far distant future. Mahomedan,
Jew and Christiap, from the pauper grubbing in
the kennel and dust-beap, to Dives scheming to
add millions to his miliions, each alike bow be-
fore his altar. By day aod by night, in th:h
thoughts and in their dreams, bis shadow comes
between them and their conscience and heaven,
Mighty power! even we would propitiate you,
but you listen not to cditorial prayers.

Yes, Mammon has alwaysgoverned the world,
and he is more omnipotent than ever In this
nineteenth tentury. Tho devotica paid to him
has become & fanaticism. Gold, gold, more
gold, is the cry that procecds from myriads
of hearts and voices, in every clime and coun-
try; and to obtain the coveted prize no toil is
spared, few sins left uncommitted. This pas-
sion is especially apparent in the great Anglo-
Saxon civitization, imparting 0 it that spirit of
materiatism which i3 one of its chief blots. In
Englund what is love of moncy, on this conti-
nent has degencrated into the worship of the
almighty dollar. Here as well as there, how-
ever, tho ovilis traceable to the same source, and
the results also are much the same, giving a
vulgar aspect to the two great branches of
our nationalities, It was this that led Napoleon
the First to reproack Englishmen as s pation of

shopkeepers, and he would, no doubt, regard |-

the Americans as a nation of pedlars. That
the love of money, kept within proper limits, is
praiseworthy, cannot bo denied; it is when car-
ried to cxtremes that from being a virtue ittoras
intoa vice. As an incentive to industry it is
highly wmeritorions and valuable; and that ths
possession of some share of it is not only desir-
abls but a necessity, is equally true. Without
such 10 man can bo respectable or respected, few
can bo just, virtoous and honest,  Money is
degirables— - o ;

Not to hide it in a ditch,

Bat fox tho platons privilige

Of being ind ¢

Thia i3 both rbymo and rcason. He who
uegivets, while it is yot dny—~and he has the
power to mako himself independent—is a fool ;
he who tolls, and perhaps sins, to do moro than
this, i3 probably a greator fool still. In North
America this is particularly so. Thero are no
idlo clagses here, and to inherit wealth is often
to fnherit misery; a melancholy truth, though
few will admit it. Let any ono who has lived
in this country, even for ono generation, traco
back the fato of familics who bavo been left
money by their parents, and what a sad record
presents itself to his memory. We knew one
person, a ship-builder, who dicd, leaving behind
him some thirty thousand pounds. Hissurviving
family consisted of three boys and two girls,
The cldest son succeeded to his father’s business,
but he neglected it, and became a bankrupt in.a
few years. Tho two other sonswasted their time
and money in saloons, billiard rooms, or worse
places, and ended in being paupers and dissipated
loafers., One of tho girls married respectably;
the other becamo tho prey of an adventurer who
ill-used her, and spont her fortune. Takeanother
¢case: a gentleman possessed of congiderable pro-
perty bequeathed it to o brother’s sons'who were
still young. On coming of age, they sought
bigh society ; consorted with the military, bought
race-horses, betted and gambled. They bave
long come ¢o the end of their money, and are
too old to learn any business by which they
might maintain themselves, even if their habits
and & contempt for honest labour did not dis-
qualify them for tho task. Theso are, two of
wany similar instances wo might mention. To
refer to another phase of the question: we re-
member having occasion to call on a person
.2 & Wesfern city who was reported to be
immensely rich. Wo found him in a ¢pala-
tial residence,” of which he and his family
occupied o few rooms, in which his yearly
expenditure might amount to $1,000 or $1,200,
whilo he was worth thirty times the amount.
What carthly use is this poor wretch's money
cither to himseif or oty body else? It is like
the stones which Swift's Yabkoos gatbered so
greedily, hid so suspiciously in their holes, and
guarded so zealously. We hnve already given
instances showing the probable benefit it will be
to his heirs. ' Yet if this man were to lose, say
one half of this useless hoard, be would not sur-
vive the loss many months. Ho would die of a
broken heart; for wo have known several such
instances. From the facts we have stated, and
from others of the same kind on which we have
not touched, we would draw these conclusions.
Pirst, that tho rage for accumulating large for-
tunes in this country is a folly, partaking largely
of insanity, or idiocy at least. Sccondly, that
leaving a fortunc to one's children is, nine times
out of ten, leaving them “a heritage of woe.”
But it will be asked if 2 man ought not to mako
provision for sickness, old age, and the support
of Lis family in case of his death. Certainly,
wo have already said that a man's first daty is
to seccure an independence, to meet such con-
tingencies, To boys, the best boon & father can
confer on them willsfm a good education, indus-
tricus hnbits, and sound principles; with theso
they have to fight the battlo of 1ife, as he fought
it beforo them,  QGirls are more “kittle cattlo
to deal with” WBut o lifo jnsurance is always
within the reach of parents in the class of society
of which we Liave been speaking:

These, wo contend, aro words of trath and
soberness; and if tho vicws wo have expresséd
wero more generally entcriained, people oftén
would gather comfort from the reflection that

pecum&ry' losses which cause them somuch grief
may be “blessings in disgaise” - .
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REVIEWS.

Books for revicw should bo forwanded, as soon as
publistied, to tho Editor, SATURDAY LLXADKY,

Ricnarp Conpgry, the Apostle of Free Trade. His
political carcer and public services. A bio-
graphy. By John McGilcbrist. Now York.
Harper & Brothers, For sale by Dawson
Brotbers: Montreal.

This volume might be classed among thosmall
books on great subjects. Withall due respect to
author and publishers, we must say, that tho
Life of Richard Qobden must-be projocted and
portrayed on a much larger scale than is hero
presented, before the legitimate expectations of
the public are fairly met. Still we accept Mr.
McQilchrist’s little book gratefully, and ave
gravely bear testimony to the good judgment
aevinced in the compilation, For tho volumeis
autobiographical. So far ag'was possible, tho
author says, Cobden has been made to telf the
story of his own life. :

Richard Cobden was a leading instrument in
effecting ono of the greatest revolutions in mod-
ern times, Tho history of the Free Trade agita-
tion, the ficrce and bigotted opposition, the new
doctrines encountered, tho gradual education of
public opinion by tho persistent efforts of tbe
leasgue, tho final conversion of the prominent
statesmen who carried its parliamentary triumph,
and the Subsequent verdict of the country: at
large on the success of the new policy——all this
forms not only one of the most striking chapters
in the annals of British politics, but one of the
grandest and most instructive chapters in the
history of modern civilization.

Cobden was the son of & Sussex farraer, but
through his natural gifts and stainless chatacter
ho acguired an influence in England beyond that
of the most lordly lacdowner of his day. In
Cobden's carcer wo see the value of those freo
institutions with which our mother conutry is
blest. He was o ropresentative Englishman of
the best type, able, honourable, pessistcut in
cffort, undaunted before oppositon. He began
life as & ¢ warehouse boy” in London, and gra-
dually won the confidence of his cmployers and
of those with whom he came into coutact, so that
on tho retircment of his employers he was en-
abled to cogage in business on s own account,
His cnergy and capacity brought abundant suc~
cess. His first essays in public affairs were con-
nected with municipal reform in Manchester.
After this ho turned his attention to tho subject
of public education, and then to the Corn.Laws,
in connection with which bie accomplished the

t achicvement of hislife. To the question
of iuternational peace, also, ho gavo .much
thought, and his negotiation of the French treaty
of comniercs is to be regarded as a grand prac-
tical essay in w.i3 direction. After the negoti-
ation of this treaty Lord Palmerston offered Mr.
Cobden & baronetey, and a seat in tho Privy
Council, both of which were respectfully declined.
On tho subject of Canxdian defcnces, it i3 well
known, that ho entertained and expressed veory
decided opinions. And it was in an endeavour
to attend Parliament to oppose what he regarded
an unwiso expenditare of public money on the
@ defences of Canada,” that he overtasked his
failiog pbysical strength, and hastendd bis disso-
lution, His death, which took place on Sunday,
2nd Apri, 1865, was = sad suprise to England
and tho world. From all quarters came testi-
monies to his worth. . His loss, asa public man,
was felt to bo irrcparable, * Hi$ eminence in the
State,” said the Timcs,* was, and must always ro-
‘main indlspnm;l‘o." . “ﬁww Cobden's name,”



