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INTERESTING FUR REPORT,.

HE Hudeon Bay Compsny sold at their London
sales on 10th January, G00,065 Afuskrat Skins,
11378 Besver Skins.

Tho foltowing is tho liat of Raw Fars.gathered at
thelr various posts or Forts in tho Hudson Bay Terri-
tory during the year 1868, snd a large portion of
which are now to be offercd at thelr public salos, com-
mencing March ith,
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BOAYOTsacsassoncroracariors .. 118983
ok - .. Ceeesvenns wer 01,488
b3 Y T, T T T o 50,073

Red FOX..cous sesnre coernrseses 127
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Rabbit . ..

Badger.. ... 1,722

Thus far there has b.en but Jitlo chango in the
valuo of Raw Skins cornpared with last year’s prices.
Beaver and Otter have .waintained ful) rates. At the
eales about to take place. the market value for the
coming will be est: hed, Mink Skins will
not probably rule as Ligh s formerly,
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(GREENE & 80NS,
HONTREAL,

Buy gl descriptions of RAW FURS, and pay the
highest market price.

186,

SPRING TRADE,

GREENE & SONS,
WHOLESALE

MANUFACTURERS

AND

IMPORTERS OF

TUTRS & HATS

NEWEST STYLES

MER'", BOYS' and CHILDREN'S

FELT WOOL HATS.

LADIES STRAW GOODS

In great vasiety,

MEN'S and BOYS' STRAW HATS,

8plendid assortmont,

SILK HATS

In the Newest English and French Shspes.

TERMS LIBERAL.

PRICES LOW.

517, 519, 521, 523 St. Paul Street,

MONTEEAL,

THE FUR TRADE,

L fur tiada of tho Domlalon {8 ono of considor-
able {rmportance. Contrary to tho gonorsl fm.
prosslon the oatoh of furs docs not docrease with
the sottlement of tho country. A change of the fur
produced te afl that takes placo. Ipstead of tho Boar
and tho Wolf, the Mlink and the Muskrat aro caaght
fn stretches of land openod up by settlemont., Tho
animals requiring much coverrecodo whilo tho amallor
and moro numerous epecies take thelr places. There
are now fu the cultivated portions of Upper and
Iower Canada more Mink Afartins, Muskrats and
Fishers than there cver were in tho most palmy days
of the Hurons or tho Algonquins The reason is
ovident: tho larger animals cannot now proy upon
tho smailer orcataros s thoy once coald. Tho oxpor-
tation of the most valuable furs has therefore in.
croased vory much within recent yosos. Strangoe as
{t may appear it {s navertheless timo that thero aro
moro balts sat for fur bearing animals now by white
poople then thero over wero dy the original sons of
tho forest. Tho professional white trapper is alded
onr all stdes by the settler snd tho Jumberman., The
most important of the fur bearing animals of Cavads
At presont is the Mink. The akin 18 siallbutfine, and
costs from £3 to $5. It has for somo years formed the
ataple matorial for ladles’ goods, but shows sigus of
glving way in favour of South Bea Sea! and Perslan
Lamb. Tho valua exported during thp past year may
bo sot down at $200 600. A very largo quantity enters
into local msnufacture. The Marten {3 a skin of
similar sizo to tho Mink, but of much poorer quality.
Thoratiog price during Iast season wes §1.0. The
whola product of the country s shapped to Earope,
The purader of skins caught in Canada may be esti-
mated at aixty thonsand to seventy-five thousand, and
tha value $50,000. The most abundant animal is the
Ausquash, About one million .of thesa small akins
are obtained in a year. Tho fur, whon dyed, {s made
into ladics’ goods, and when exported is used jnstesd
of Beaver for making Beaver and Felt Hats., The
valno of tho akins here{s from 12}c t0 20¢6. Tho Fox
manages to clude the many traps sot for his total da-
struction, and continucs to swell tho yearly catch of
furs; asmany as 16to 20,000 arecaught ina year, Tho
price Is, howover, Jow-81.40 o §1.60. The ekin {s
sold to the Greoks, who use it as trimmings for coats.
Bears are now found only in outlying sottiements, and
the catch Is comparatively unimportant, Lynx,
Flsher, Otter, 8zonk, Reccoon and Badger® are allex.
ported in mederuto quantities, Of theso Fisher and
Otter command tho higbest prica. Beaver is jargely
used for homo manufacture, 2s well a8 exported. The
price per 1b, has.ruled.from 810 4o SN0, Ladles
goods—capes, mufly, &c., are now being made from
this skiu when placked. The business of exporting
fars is very apeculative, In thecaso of war, or sven
rumours of war, Juxuries are the firet to fal in price,
sand-nextto diamonds furs aro perhaps the moat easily
dispensed with Tba caprice of fashion may in one
month cause a decline {n price utterly rniaous to the
dealer. 1t s, however, necossary that some shonld
be ongaged in tho enterprise, and, 28 in all other
speculatino busineescs, thero sre those who como out
of tho exporting fer trade with a fortune setured.—-
Montreal Herald.




