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stances, it eau be truly said the Domtinion is enie3 msg
a large share of prosperity at the present time.

There in no longer doubt that this seasons8 harvest
has been a bountiful one, and the very high prices
obtained for barley, potatoes, and other articles, with
fair returns for our great staple, have filled the far-
mers' pockets pretty well. There ie a very consider-
able autount of xnoney iu circulation at present, as
the monthly bank exhibits attest. This srises nût
only from the cuetoutary expansion of circulation by
our monetary institutions at this senson of the year,
te enable millers and produce dealers to forward our
crops to market; but also from the large autount of
capital owned by our people ansd seeking investaient.
Money utay be said to be abundant for loans on real
estate. This is a fact wbich is gratifyius, but we are
astonished that capitalias do not seek to invest more
of it in msnufacturing sud other enterpries. These
would return a larger profit than any interest which
could be obtaiued, whilst they would cotribute much
more to the prosperity of the ceutmunity, by increas-
ing the price of preperty, the demaud for labour, and
the autount of capital in née. We anticipate that
mouey wili be comparatively plenty during the win-
ter, and that the retail tradte of the country will flot
fiud itself so bard pressed as during the saule utonths
of lust year.

Last summer and faîl, some rather reekiese pur-
chasing wae doue by many lu the retail dry goode and
grecery trades. Business fell off greatiy during the
season, aud many were caugbt with uuusually heavy
stocks on baud. To thesse over-sanguine dealers-
wbo had auticipated a fiourishing buoiness-then
came a time of ne little trouble, anxiety, aud even
alarm. Some Iew of thlent went by the board, as the
bankruptey records show ; but the great bulk et theut
only learned awholesote lessen. We believe we will
be borne eut by importers, wben we say that this les-
rion bas net been lest upon the Western trade, and
that tbis season bas witnessed mnore cautious buyiug.
btocks have been greatly reduced, and utany have
only purchased sufficient te keep their stocks f rom
runaning dewu. (Of course, there have been excep-
tions-but this description applies te the trade in
general. Considering these circumstances, il je ex-
pected that retailers will net fee. themselves se
crautped sas lut winter, sud that with sutaller stocks
and fewer liabilities accumulating, xnany cf them, at
lett, will do a mAore profitable business.

We look during tise winter for an active buqineEs.
There is a large qus.ntity ef produce yet ucsold. In
many of the wheat districts, the fariners have evi
deutly hetl ibsck their grain in expectýttion cf higber
prices. Wîth the snow aud geoleigbing, tbegrana-.
ries musut be emptied. Lumbering operations promise
ta be active, and ail the chief tources of production
muet be stiutulated by the early commencement of'
the Intercolonial Bailway, the road te Red River and
other public enterprises. It would be folly te expeet
that ail will do well during the winter, but 've bave
every confidence that the D, minien, as a whole, will
malte substantial progress lu wealtb sud prosperity.

LEGISLLT.ON BIPORE THE ONTARIO
LEGIBLATURE.

TH ELegislatureoethtie 1Provnce ofOntario hbu nowT been lnunsion about tour weeks, and aithougli
the proceedings ef thse -collective wisdom' have net
exelted partictilar attention or iutereât, still many im-
portant measur«i have been breuglit forward. These
measures do net owe their paterulty te the Local
Administration alone; several of the private mein-
bers, particul&rly Etlward Blake, Esq., QC, hive
submitted a number et very useful bille, whicb are
almeet certain Io bcoute the law efthtie land.

Taklng the wbole action of the Otarie Legislatnre
loto consideratlon, we hold it le justifylug thse expec-
tations whîch were formed ef it. 'iere exit-as
there ougist te exst-au actlveopposition te thse MIn-
istry et tble day; but there bas been displayed lu the
tieuse ne jactious opposition, whilst both parties are
evldeîîtly il, wwholesome M ar of an active public opin-
ion. ilso public business bas been carried ou withi
sncb eeonumy as aluteet laya thse Premier open te
tise charge etmeanneBs, wilet thse ktud et legislatton
which ls popular in Ontario, te rapidly being placed
ou ties tatute book. Wtthout expresiug any opinion
as te the uterits or deuteris ef tises existing goveru-
meut, we tbluk the experleuce already isad of tise
Ontario Leglelature warrants thse opinion that it wtll
faithfully carry out the Peoples will, aud fulfihlitis
varlous l uties wtth efficlency and eoonomy.

The general tendency ef the legislation now betere1
the Provincial representatives at Toronto, te decidedlyi
liseraI sud progressve. OId tegy notions and pre- c
indices are eoynewhat at a discounut. Tise singlef
chamber ilself te rather a Deutecratie Innovation;y
ils legislation, whilst lu general cautious and well-(
oonsidered, partakes cousiderably of its own char.e
acter.

Âmong tise Ministerial mesures is a new Election
law. The princtpal new fesatures are: thse enactinent
tisaI ail the elections ehail takre place on the saute
day, and that impropor and corrupt practice shall
net hereafter be contzidered as felonies, but by fines.
Auy persan falifytng a vater'e 1151 wIl b. subject1
te a penalty of 82,000; a fraudulent voter ruse the
eaute risk; ether offences, sncb as commlttlug an
assanît near tise Pelle, render th. perpetrater lhable
te $50) fine. The franchise le fixed at $40 in cities,
$300ln towns, and $200 lu townshipe and incorporaled1
villages. Whllst approvlug of the principle et malt-1
ing aIl tise electiens on tise saute day, we are free te
coufees it may lead te soute incenvenieuce. ln ues
scute leadiug uteuter of a gevermuent should lose hie
seat, ise would b. forced te retire frout public life
unless souteutember could be iuduced te reeign- i
wisichinte nt generally a very creditable proceeding1
If a few eleotions were held over, this difficulty mighitc
Se overcoute1

Bince tbis Bill was treduced, the Premier (Mfr.g
Saudfield Macdonald) bas signified bis acceptance of'
an ameudment doing away wltb the neeessity of
members having any preperty qualification. It was aI
firet proposed te reduce it frout £500 tg. te $2,000-but1
we think the Legislature bas acted wisely lu abolisis-
ing il altogetiser. Sncb bas been thse law of Eugland
fer soute years.

Mr. Richards' new Miniug Bihle a great improve-
ment upon the old eue. Tise resolution passed by the
Houe.s pledges it againet auy royalty or otiser tax
upon Mlning enterprise. We need net point eut tisat1
the Comutiesioner of Crown Lande bas turned a sharp
corner since lest Session; but thse old adage sys Illt's
neyer tee late te înend"' 1 W e hall wlth satisfaction
tisis change te a liSerai miuing policy, and we trust
115 effeet will 2oon Se seen in tise developenient of tise
minerai, riches of tise north esiore of Lake uperlor
and otiser parts et the country. It le a puty that tise
Local Governutent did not adept Ibis polley last year,
for the Mlning Bill then passed certalnly did mucis te
chseck mining enterprise.

Mr Blake bas a ver>' Important measure before tise
Routse wltb regard tb Juries. Sisould tliseBill Se-
come 15w, Jurieu willI Se doue away witisln ail cases
except where oeeof the parties te the case demande
the Jndguteut of Iltwelve good men and true"l upon
tise utatter. In other words, tbe Judgea of tise Queen's
Bencis, Gommon Plean sd County Courte, will
bereafter settle a&l cases whice cme Sefore tsein,
unicu wien a Jury te demiuded. -Trial by Jury"
bas deservedly a stroug hold upon thse public mmnd;
Sut, after ail, we thtnk tItis law wtilSe popular, for lu
many cases Soih litants would ratber bave a elear
iseaded Judge decide tisir case tisan twelve of thelr
peers. -And when litigants don't like Ibat-then they
eau have'a Jury by asklug for it. We tbtuk the
measure will bocoute law.

Tise Governutent have a Bil-thse principle of
which bas already been agreed to-dlsqualifyiug
meutters of the Local Mluistry frout itting lu the
lieuse0f Commous,sud vimeversa. This iasevideut-
1>' heen submttted as a concesssointe thoee agalns
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Dual representation. The Opposition strongl>' con-
tended that tbe principle of the Bill wau good, but It
dld net go far enough. Duel Irepesentation, it was
conlended, sisould Se aboli8bed aitogether. Mfr.
MeKellar moved an amendutonut ta tisis effeet, but tbe
Hloue. sustaiued tbe Mtnietry by 42 ta 81 Tisere eau
Se ne question of the fact tisat tb. feeling of Ontario
la overwiselmlngly fgainet an ludividual occupying a
seat in Soth thse Local and Fesderal Houe., sud the
passage of a law to that effeet le only a question of
lime, unlese a change coutes over tise spirit of tise
people's dresut.

The regist ration of birtbe, marriages sud deathe, lo
the subjeet of sevemal Bille in thse bande of private
utembers. Tisat of Mr. Perdes je probabi> tise mont
complets, and afler pruning by a comutlttee, would
prove useful. Statistice of titis kind are mont urgently
needed, sud il le to e hioped the Legielatume w
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adjouru without passiug souteetftbe Bille wblcis pro-
pose te attalu that desirable end.

Two important questions regardiug Education bave

Seen Sefore tise Chamber. altisougis tbey did net coute
up as uteasures. One was tise Upper Canada Gollege
question; Mr. Christie (Weutwertis), haviug moved
for a committee te ceusider the question. Thse Pre-
mier t00k ground lu support of thse College, sud Mr.
Cbmistie's motion was disposed ef b>' referlng il 10
soute general coutuittee, whlcb was considered as
Ilklling off tise enunly.l' The other le a motion b>'
Mr. Clarke, iulended te continue State support te tise
Denoutlnatlonal Coîheges. This motion bas net besu
dîsgpossd of at tise Ime of aur wrlting; but tise Pre-
mier Io sald te stand firut by tiese ettieuent of hast
year, and bas unfurled the banner Ilno surreuder."
Mauy 0f hi& supporters take opposite grouud lu favor
of tise grants Seing couttnued, sud tise knowug oees
-or those who thlnk tiseuteelves sucis-belleve that
political trouble wili yet grow ont of It.

Tisere are a great mauy> otiser measures before tbe
Legisîsture besides those we bave noted, man>' af
which will bardly escape durlug tise Ilelaugister of the
innocente," wicis usually taltes place at the close of
ever>' Session. But tisose we have referred te, are
autoug tise moat important, sud will serve te give aur
reademe soute ides of tise cisaracter of tise egilation
wisich Outario le adoptlng. Wisilst not approvîug 0f

It ail, we nevertiselese Iink Quebec Legialature utigist
do worse tissu take a leaf or two front Outarto 's book,
wiîci promises te be a very creditable volume wissn
coutpleted.

ÂGE UP HUXBUO-NUKBE.R TWO.

NOYRt 0 13LIND AS vnOeu R rO WILL toT sxx.

T HE exposure wisicis we made a few weeks ago of
tise affaire of tise Dominion Telegrapis Company,

bas created a very general interest in tise subleet, bots
among tise Proes ud tise Public. But no wbere isa
tisere been more concern tissulutise Board et Di-
recters, wse. gond naines were Seing used te btos
tise sciseute on an unsuspectlng public. Tise) bave
isad several meetings, sud aur previeus article bas
been anxlausly dlscussed. There isa been a struggle
between confiictiug idesa. Tisey are forced to give
soute credît at leasIttiste trutis ef our charges, re.
gardlug Meuors. Snow, Reeve, Rysu & Go., sud we
believe would gladly rld themeselves of aIl cennection
witisthse. gentlemen, Sut 10 do thlq would Se te
make a mtont unutistakable confession et their guli-
abilit>'. Sncb a confession le rather isard 10 maire,
for tiseoe gentlemen ail bear tise reputation of Seing
sisrewd business men, sud te S. vlctiutieed b>' s sel of
Yankee adventurers, wbe are simpl>' dupllcatlug a
previens swludle, là rather tee utucis. Besides il
Moene a nalural conclusion for tise outelde share-
isolders sud lise public te draw, tisatiIf tseS Directors
are of a matertal no esally misled, sud made tise
tools of deulgniug adventnrere. tise> are net tise mote
fit cuslodians of the isaif million dollars whîch btier
prospectus cille fer.

To aveîd a confession se damagîng, sud tise result
wisicis would give it sncb peint tise direotors have
deetded upon a middle course for tise present. Tise>
wil show Meuers. Reeve & ]Ryan ta defend themselves,
but meantime retat thoera lu tise Gompany'. Tisis w.
take te b. tise pele>'efthtie Directers, judging front
Mfr. Gayley'@ letter whicis appeared in lise Montreal
G)azette a tew day. since, (sud wisich we eopied,> lu
repl>' te our previaus article.

We bave always trled lu Ibis journal te avold long
or personal discussions, sud we shah 5h11l endeavoar
not te depamt fro t tiss mIe. We bave made certain
statemeuls regardiug tise I"Dominion Telegrapis;" we
bave eselanontig yet te rebute tisem, sud i111e not
tiseefere necessary 10 burden our renders wltis a
leugtbened repl>' te1Mr. Gayleys twe columne 0f
generalities sud charges agaiuet a rival Gompany. We
are net apologiste efthtie Moutreal Gompany or le
employees. Tisse. articles are written by Oeeof our
regular contributers, wiso le lu ne Way Connected wltb
tise Montreal Comtpany, sud wis0 neyer excisauged
a haIt dozen words wltb 1Mr. Allan. Neibher were
lisese articles euggested by officoers efthtie Company.
Our tacts came te us lu tise nouai way of business, and
if tise Directers isad used t he saute cisannels of in-
formation wicistisey utusaly enpley wisen investi-
gating tise chaluets t confidence et other mnen, lise>'
would bave found tisat fthe parties who were suanipu.
latlng theut were men ÏG whose isands Ihey were ual
sale.

We have never covertl>' or otiserwlse lntended te
convey tise Impression tisatishe Dîrectors deslred to


