
Lesson VIII.

Death of John the Baptist

DEATH 0F JOHN THE BAPTIST May 20, 1906
Mark 6: 14-29. Commit to memory v. 20. Read Matthew 14 :1-12; Luke 5: 1-20; 6: 7-13.

GOLDEN TEXT-Be nlot drunk wlt.h vine, wherein la exccss.-Ephesians s : 18.
14 And king ller'od hoard 1 f him; (for bis namo came in, and danced, 16 anci pleased Hcr'od and them

2 %vas spreadi abroad .) and lie said, That John the that sat 17 with him, 13 the king said unto the damsel.
Baptist %vas risen from the dead, and therefore Ask of me whatsoevcr thou wvjlt, and I wiii give it
3niighty works do shew forth themselves in him. thce.

15 Others said, That it la 4 Eli'as. And others9 23 And ho sware unto her, Whatsoever thou shait
said, That it is a prophet, 6 or as one of the prephets. nsk of me, I viii give it thee, unto the half of my

whe He'odhoud Iercf, o sid.24 ngd16 But whe b-eead ed h f rise s ru th 2 k And she went 12 forth, and said unto ber onother,
John, whomn1bbae.b i ke ru h dead. 1W hat shall 1 ask? And.4he said, Thc head of John the

17 For Hcr'cd himseif liad sent forth and laid hold Ilaptist.
upon John, and bound him in prison for 1-ero'dias' 25 And she came in straightway with haste unto
sake, bis brother Phil'ip's wife: for ho had mamred the king, and asked, saying, 1 wil I that thou 

2
0give

býer. me by and by in a charger the bond of John the
18 For John 7 had -:udd unte Hcr'od, It is flot law- I3aptist.

fui for thee te have thy brother's wife. 26 Anti the king was exccding sonry; 21 iiel for
19 $Thcrefore 'Hero'dias liad a quarrel aguinst lis oath's sake, and n2 for thear sakes which sut with

him, and 9 would have killed hiin; but sheo could not: bîm. ho wvould flot roboct ber.
20 For Her'od fcared John. knowing: that ho vas 27 Anti Zimmediately the king sent 24a execu-

a 
10 just man and an lioly, and Il ohserved him-, and tioner, and commaxîdei 25 bis heati te be brought:

when ho hoard him, hie l
2
did mnny things, and board and hoe wvnt and behcadcd him in the prison,

hlm gladly. 28 And hrought bis heati in a charger, andi gave
21 And when a convenient day was corne, that, it to the damsel : andi the damsel gave it te ber

Her'od on bis birthday mnade a supper to bis lords, mother.
1
3 

high captains. and 14 chief estaie8 of Gal'ilc; 29 And vhen bis disciples heard of it, they came
22 Andi when the daughter of Iý the saiti Hero'dias andi took up bis corps(, and laid it in a tomb.

Revlsed Varslon- thercof; 
2

buad become known; 3 d these powers work; 4 Elijali; 
5
ceven as;, ôOmit

It is, and from the dead; 7 Orrit bati; 8 Andi Herodias set herseif; 9 desirod to kili hlm; and;, 19righteous;
Il kept him sale; 12wvas mucb perplexed; 1

3
and the; 14 the chief mon; 15 Herodias herseif; 1"she; 17 at meut,

18 and; 19out; 20 forýhwith give me in; 21 but for the sake of bis oatlos; 22of thema that sat at ment; 23 stralghtway;
2-4 forth a soldier ef bis guard; 24 te hring bis heuti.

TH LESSON
Tinie anad Place-March or April, A.D. 29; Jesus

vas in GaUles, wsth His disciples.
Conneoticn-John the Baptist vas in the prison

cf Mfaohoerus, a fortress on the bordera. of Arabla,
eat of the Dead Sea, for about a yeat (ses Luke
3: 19, 20). Re vas there put te death by Herod,
as the Lesson recounts.

1. HEROD'S CONSCIENCE. - 14416. King
Hsfrod; Hleroti Antipas, son of Herod the Great,
Matt., eh. 2. Hie vas ruler, under
the Romans, cf Gaules and Porea, a
district on the east aide cf Jordan,
fro.1.4 to A. D.39. lie vas
called "tetrarol" (Matt. 14 : 1), liter-
aIly, "'the ruler of a fourth part,"
but used in a general way of petty"
krings. Like bis father, this Herod '

vas eunnlng, ambitiotis and fond of
spiendorin building. Hleardotfhlm;
apparently for the firat time, thougli 'a groat ~
part of our Lord*s ministry vas spont in bis
dominions. Wicked pleasures andi ambitious iÇ1
plans left Herod littis Urne te think about reli-
gious teachers, so long as they did nlot inter-
foe with his doings. Hls (Jesus') nanas
was spread abroad; s0 that reports cf Hie I\
werk penetrated aven into the royal paae
John the Baptlst. Herod's conscience
troubled hlm on account cf the murder cf
John, v. 27. P.isen frein the deadl; and se
more te b. feareti than ever (v. 20), because
eut of Herod'a resoli. Mighty works. John
whilo livin.g had wrought no miracles, but who
coulti tell what oe risen frein the desd miglit A Dai
do ? others Wad; eomne cf Rerod's courtiers Gi

EXPLAINED
("servants") te vhom ho hati spoken some cf bis
fours. =ias; Elilali, whose returo vas commcnly
expeoteti among tho Jews (ses Mbal. 4 : 5). A
p)rophet; like those cf the Old Testament.

17-20. Herod . . had . . laid heMd upon John.
eto,. See Connection. Fer Herodias' salte. Hero-
dias vas the grand-daughter cf Herod the Great,
and therefere the niece cf her cvii husband Philip
and of Herod Antipas. Shelad forsaken ber husband,

te lve with bis brother. John had
sald... It la not lawful; oontrary
te the law cf Moses andi cf decenoy.
Rad. a quarrai. The wioked queen
v as angry at the mani vho hati spoken
out planly againet her ain. Would
have Idiled hlm; because, hati the
loing: folloçed John's counsel, she
voulti have been sent away disgracedNs} and hoinelesa. Hered feared John.

Tho best thing vs know about Hero is ies
reverenoe for John. Did many thlngs;*

v'but net the oe thing: ha cuglit te have dons:
ýî\ Iho vould net put away Heredias.

II. 1Il HERoD'S PRomisE.-21-25. A con-
ventent day; fer the earrying out ef Hero-

'~dias' wioked purpose. Herod .. blrthdsy
.. upper; a greut evenîng banquet pro-

sogdfr into the night. The dau-ghtsr
of .Herdls;Salomo by name. lier

cla the influence cf drink. The half of m"
n iigiom. Compare Esth. 5 : 3. 6; 7 - 2
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